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CHAPTER I 


PLYMOUTH AND BOSTON’ 


1. PLlymoutu (1620-1691) 


The purpose of this work is to set forth facts concerning the 
Irish element in Massachusetts during the seventeenth and eight- 
eenth centuries, correct wrong impressions and finally, establish a 
firmer basis from which future research or activity in the same 
or similar fields will begin. c 

The history of Plymouth naturally begins with the Mayflower. 
Of the one hundred and two passengers certain authorities have 
claimed that ten persons or .098 per cent of the total number were 
Irish. Not one of these, however is of certain Irish origin proved 
by authentic documents.” 

Shortly after the arrival of the Pilgrims’ ship the founder of the 
Higgins family reached Plymouth. He, too, has been pointed out as 
an Irishman but no source exists testifying to the fact.* It was not 
until November 9, 1621, that two persons of apparently Irish 
origin joined the colony. On that date, the Fortune arrived from 
London with thirty-five passengers, including John Cannon and 
William Coner.* It has been maintained, but with no supporting 
evidence, that in 1623 five hundred and fifty Irish men and women 
were transported to New England.°® 

In March, 1623, the Reverend John Lyford, who had been a 
preacher in Ireland, came with his wife and child in the ship Ann. 
Very little is known of his residence in Plymouth. In 1625 he was 
dismissed from the colony on account of his Episcopal tendencies. 
He next appeared in Nantasket, where he had a plantation at the 
east end of the beach near Staits Pond on a river, whence the 
name “Lyford’s Licking River.” Lyford went to England but soon 
came back again to Nantasket. From here he moved to Cape 
Ann, and shortly after to Virginia, where he probably died. His 
widow, Mrs. Sarah Lyford, married Edmund Hobart at Charles- 
town on October 10, 1634. The latter union resulted in three 
children, Mordecai, Rachael, and Ruth, who married James Bates 
and had by him seven sons and three daughters.® 
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The Irish element in Plymouth remained dormant for twenty- 
six years. It is not until June 10, 1661, that the records reveal the 
name of an Irishman. The complete quotation is interesting. “10th 
June, 1661—Prence, Governor—Upon the complaint of Wil- 
liam Hiberney, Irish man, servant to John Hollot of Saituate, that 
hee is bounde to his said master the tearms of twelve years, have- 
ing been stolen away out of his owne country and engageing to soe 
long a time when he was unacquainted with the English tongue, 
the Court haveing heard what the said master and servant could 
say in pmises have pswaded the said John Hollot, and hee, by 
these psents, hath engaged to the Court that if his said servant 
shall and doe perform vnto him faithful service and carrye .him- 
self as he aught to doe, that hee doth and will perform the condi- 
tions of his indenture to and with his said master.’ 

The relation of Plymouth to King Philip’s War and the “Trish 
Donation” will be more conveniently treated separately under 
those topics in connection with the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

An incident that portrayed the ill feeling against the Irish was 
the case of Elizabeth Kenedy, the wife of Alexander. She was 
admitted into the Church at Plymouth on April 1, 1688.8 On 
October 27, 1698, she with other ‘“‘sisters’”” was dismissed from 
the Church.® All during this period local resentment against the 
Irish was strong. On July 28, 1688 the Elders agreed to set apart 
a day for “Fasting and Prayer” on account of five great dangers, 
“the drought, great sickness, the Heathen doing mischiefe East- 
ward, our Present Unsettlement and the Distresse of Ireland.’’?° 
The following Tuesday, July 30, 1688 was the date fixed upon. 
The same attitude was shown on January 31, 1691 when the pastor 
requested a day of Thanksgiving for some seven reasons, one of 
which was the “good successe of the Kings forces in subduing 
Ireland." 

Plymouth up to 1691, the year of its annexation to the Massa- 
chusetts Bay Colony, played a very insignificant role in Irish de- 
velopment. Few Irishmen came to the Plymouth colony. Intoler- 
ance, lack of economic advantages, and the growing prosperity of 
Boston and other towns in Massachusetts were rapidly diminishing 
the wealth and population of Plymouth. One minister and a few 
servants constitute the seventeenth century Celtic contribution of 
Plymouth.!? The other towns in the Plymouth colony were not sig- 
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nificantly related to the Irish element while they were part of 
the Plymouth settlement. It was not until after the union of the 
two colonies that the Irish appear in any number in these towns. 
It is for this reason, as well as for convenience sake, that the 
entire history of these towns will be taken up under the Massa- 
chusetts Bay development. 


2. Boston (1630-1775) 


The early history of the town of Boston recalls the names of 
several Irishmen about whom little is known, especially in regard 
to the exact place of birth in Ireland, the date of birth, the date of 
entrance into the Colony and place of residence in the town. One 
such case was that of Anthony Gulliver, who was born in Ireland 
in 1619. He came to Boston at an early age and settled later in 
Milton. One historian declares that a descendant, Captain Lemuel 
Gulliver, returned to Ireland in 1723 and gave such glowing ac- 
counts of the new country to his friend and neighbor, Jonathan 
Swift, that the latter was prompted to write his famous Gulliver’s 
Travels in 1726.15 The truth of this declaration has never been 
fully proved. The Reverend John Lyford, who was banished from 
the Plymouth Colony by Governor Winslow in 1625 and who came 
to Boston for a brief stay in that year, was another example of 
the early Celts.1* Only brief mention is made of him here because 
he rightfully belongs to the Plymouth Colony. In a “List of An- 
cient Names in Boston and Vicinity” between the years 1630 and 
1644, compiled by the antiquarian, John Farmer and numbering 
six hundred and forty names, only five are rated as Celtic, Coggan, 
Farley, Gibbons, Henrickson and Larkin. The first and third 
names were borne by men known to have recently arrived from 
Ireland. From a statistical viewpoint the percentage is very low, 
amounting to about .0078 per cent of the entire number. 

The first Irishman who appears in the history of Boston with 
the stamp of permanence on his residence is John Cogan. He was 
an individual of high repute among his Puritan contemporaries. 
He possessed the unusual distinction of being the merchant who 
owned the “first shop” in Boston. It was opened for business on 
March 4, 1633,'® or according to W. F. Trash, in the following 
year."” The establishment was located on what is now the north 
east corner of Washington and State streets. Less than three years 
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after his business career had begun Cogan showed a true interest 
in education when he gave in 1636 twenty pounds “toward the 
maintenance of free-schoolmaster for Mr. Daniel Maude, being 
now also chosen thereunto.’’** His generosity in this respect was 
later shown in 1657 when he left another twenty pounds for “the 
benefitt of a schoole master for teaching children to write and 
peace, 2277? 

Cogan’s life, however, was devoted chiefly to business. The long 
list of legal transactions in which he was involved indicates his 
readiness to seek the protection of the law. One passage reads: 
“John Cogan of Boston in New England, appoints an attorney 
to receive money due him from James Carrington of Thorsthorp, 
county Lincolne.”?° A second passage shows the wide influence 
of Cogan, who “appoints his friend, John Storing, citizen and 
haberdasher of London, to sue one John Harrison, late of Boston 
in New England, for twenty-six pounds he owes said Cogan.’*? 
A larger amount of money was involved in a third case where 
“John Cogan appoints Nicholas Carwithye, citizen and grocer of 
Exeter, his attorney to collect of the executors of Ignatius Jordan, 
of said Exeter, sixty-six pounds due him by bond, and also all 
legacies from I.J. to C. or his wife or children.’’*? His importance 
is also recognized in three other ways. On March 10, 1651 Cogan 
married Mrs. Martha Winthrop, widow of Governor Endicott.?* 
She survived him by three years, passing away in 1600. He was 
one of the twenty-two men, who, on April 1, 1634, subscribed to 
a “Sea Fort” in the Colony.24 On November 5, 1633 he became a 
freeman.°° 

Colonial records reveal many other interesting phases of his 
long career. On April 1, 1634 he was appointed an administrator 
of the estate of Mr. John Tilley.2* On August 4, 1635 “Mr. Cogan 
witnessed upon oath that James Hawkins tooke 2° 6° a day of him, 
for 14 dayes.’’?? In 1640 “John Coggan” again appears in court in 
an ‘“‘attachment ..., against Nicholas Bacons cattle, for the pay- 
ment of his rent to Mr. John Coggan.”*§ A John Coggin, Jr. was 
made a freeman on May 18, 1642.?® He apparently was the son of 
the merchant but the exact relationship, if any, has not been as- 
certained.*° 

His wealth was great, to judge by inventories of his estate and 
that of his wife. In his will the following seventeen items were 
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listed : ‘mansion house, one house, two shops, farmes and land at 
Rumney Marsh, Corne Mill at Moulden, % pt. of Corne Mill at 
Charles Towne, Moulden Lands, 500 acres at Waburn, 10 per 
annum to daughter Robinson, 10 per annum to daughter, wife of 
Joseph Rocke, 10 apiece to my three grand children of daughter 
Robinson, 20 to church at Winsor, 5 to sonne Rocke, 5 to Mr. 
Scottow, 40 s. apiece to his oversers, Rocke of Martires to sonne 
Caleb, Gould Ring to nephew John Coggan.’’** The will was dated 
August 3, 1658. The inventory of Mrs. Martha Coggan made in 
1660 did not indicate so much wealth. Only three articles were 
enumerated, a farm at “Rumby Marsh” valued at 450, % of a mill 
at ‘Charles town” worth 40, and 500 acres of land at ‘‘Ouborne.’’** 
The entire estate was estimated to be valued at about £500. 

There were other Irishmen living in Boston during the time 
John Cogan amassed his riches but none of them became as in- 
fluential as he did in the field of business. One of the former was 
William Hibbins, who came in the ship AZary and John in 1634. 
He married a widow, Mrs. Anne Moore, sister of Richard Balling- 
ham, Governor of Massachusetts and became the agent of the 
Colony in England. His death in 1654 was soon followed by that 
of his wife, who suffered death from witchcraft persecution, her 
property being given to two sons in Ireland, John and Joseph 
Moore, of Ballyhorish, in the County of Cork. Haltigan maintains 
that Hibbins was a very wealthy man but records do not prove 
the assertion.** In a list of Bostonians for the year 1634 is the 
name of Coogan,** a wealthy resident according to Halliday.*° 
Here, too, no substantiating evidence is available. 

An interesting affair which happened on March 15, 1636 shows 
both the close contact between Ireland and Massachusetts and also 
some of the ill feeling that existed between the two lands. A con- 
temporary account reads: ‘Here arrived a ship, called the St. 
Patrick, belonging to Sir Thomas Wentworth, deputy of Ireland, 
one Palmer, master. When she came near Castle Island, the lieu- 
tenant of the fort went aboard her, and made her strike her flag, 
which the master took as a great injury, and complained of it to 
the magistrates, who calling the lieutenant before them, heard the 
cause, and declared to the master that he had no commission so 
to do. And because he had made them strike to the fort, they 
tendered the master such satisfaction as he desired, which was 
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only this, that the lieutenant aboard their ship, should acknowledge 
his error, that so all the ship’s company might receive satisfaction, 
lest the last deputy should have been informed that discourtesy to 
his ship, which we had never offered to any before.’’** An earlier 
instance of this recognition of Ireland’s importance is revealed 
in a letter written by Mr. Higginson to friends at Leicester in 
September, 1629. He wrote: “Ireland is the best place to provide 
sheep, and lies in the way.’’*? The first instance of Irish relief of 
New England economic distress was in 1631 when two ships ar- 
rived from Ireland loaded with provisions for the starving in- 
habitants.*® 
It was not long before the Irish made plans to come to Boston 
and its vicinity in larger numbers. The Massachusetts Bay Com- 
pany records contain a resolution worded as follows: “It is or- 
dered, that the Scottishe and Irishe gentlemen w™ intends to come 
hither shall have liberty to sitt downe in any place vpp Merimacke 
Ryver, not ppossessed by any.’’%® 
Only eight years after the colony had been settled a second 
Cogan appears on the scene, a Henry Cogan or Coggan. A search 
in the records reveals him as the owner of at least one slave. On 
December 4, 1638 the slave, William Andrews, assaulted his mas- 
ter. He “was censured to bee severely whiped, & delivered vp a 
slave to whom the Court shall.’’*° Andrews was later released from 
slavery and on September 3, 1639 was “put to Mr. Endecot,” a 
‘member of the Quarter Court. The latter paid Henry Coggan “8°” 
[ ?].*1 An indication of property ownership appears in the sale of 
a “house, yards, gardens, and eighty-six acres of land” by William 
Balstone to Thomas Connell, on August 5, 1639.4? One year later 
another Irishman, Teague Cochore, appears in Boston. He married 
Mary, daughter of Robert Spurr of Dorcester in 1665. He died in 
Milton on January 3, 1695, fifty-five years old, there being eight 
children from the union. Haltigan asserts that a descendant of 
Cochore, Benjamin, made the first piano in the United States at 
Milton in 1800.** That the number of Irishmen in Boston must 
have been considerable at this time is reflected in a resolution of 
the General Court on May 13, 1640 when it was considering the 
tax laid on all the towns, on cattle and produce: “ordered that the 
goods of the persons come from Ireland shall bee free from this 
rate. 
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In 1642 an explorer of Celtic extraction brought renown to 
himself and the colony when he discovered and explored the 
White Mountains. The original account recorded on April 8, 1642 
reads: 


One Darby Field, an Irishman, living about Pascataquack, being accom- 
panied with two Indians, went to the top of the white hill. He made his 
journey in eighteen days. His relation at his return was, that it was about 
one hundred miles from Saco, that after forty miles travel he did, for the 
most part, ascend, and within twelve miles of the top was neither tree nor 
grass, but low savins, which they went upon the top of sometimes, but a 
continual ascent upon rocks, on a ridge between two valleys filled with snow, 
out of which came two branches of Saco river, which met at the foot of 
the hill where was an Indian town of some two hundred people. Some of 
them accompanied him within eight miles of the top, but durst go no fur- 
ther, telling him that no Indian ever dared to go higher, and that he would 
die if he went. So they staid there till his return, and his two Indians took 
courage and by his example and went with him, They went divers time 
through the thick clouds for a good space, and within four miles of the 
top they had no clouds, but very cold. By the way, among the rocks, there 
were two ponds, one a blackish water and the other reddish. The top of all 
was plain about sixty feet square. On the north side there was such a 
precipice, as they could scarce discern to the bottom. They had neither 
cloud nor wind on the top, and moderate heat. All the country about him 
seemed a level, except here and there a hill rising above the rest, but far 
beneath them. He saw to the north a great water which he judged to be 
about one hundred miles broad, but could see no land beyond it. The sea 
by Saco seemed as if it had been within twenty miles. He saw also a sea 
to the eastward, which he judged to be the gulf of Canada: he saw some 
great waters in parts to the westward, which he judged to be the great 
lake which Canada river comes out of (probable fog banks). He found 
there much muscovy glass, they could rive out pieces of forty feet long and 
seven or eight broad. When he came back to the Indians, he found them 
drying themselves by the fire, for they had a great tempest of wind and 
rain. About a month after he went again with five or six in his company, 
then they had some wind on the top, and some clouds above them which 
hid the sun. They brought some stones which they supposed had been 
diamonds, but they were most crystal.* 


Up to 1650 the lot of the ordinary Irish immigrants was a hard 
one. One of these was Thomas Briant, a servant of Mr. Allerton. 
He served a prison sentence of two months for reasons unknown 
and then was sent on June 14, 1642 to a Mr. Moses Mavericke 
“to be imployed for his master.’”*® Another Irishman but more 
fortunate was John Smith, who in 1642 had his assessment re- 
mitted because of losses in Ireland.*” 
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One of the earliest instances of the wholesale importation of 
Irish children to the Bay Colony was in 1643. In a measure passed 
by the English House of Commons, January 31, 1643 it was ‘“Re- 
solved, that the agents for the affairs of New England shall have 
liberty to collect the free contributions of all well-affected people, 
in all the parishes of London, Westminster, the borough of South- 
warke, and parishes adjacent, on the next two Lord’s Days; for 
the transportation of divers poor children driven out of Ireland, 
and others: and it is referred to my Lord Mayor, so to appoint 
this collection, that it may not be on the same day as that for Ire- 
land.*® Winthrop in the same year wrote of the arrival of Sea- 
bridge “with twenty children... out of England... sent by money 
given one fast day in London .. .’*® Winthrop here refers, un- 
doubtedly, to the same group mentioned in the legislative enact- 
ment of January, 1643. For some seven or eight years after this 
the question of migration was a silent one until 1651 when “La 
Cour générale de Massachusetts adressa a Olivier Cromwell une 
lettre dans laquelle elle ...l’assurait ... que l’émigration de tant 
de colonies en Irlande serait une insulte a la colonie .. .’’*° 

The feeling between New England and Ireland was intense and 
was relaxed only on exceptional occasions. One case was that of 
Mr. David Sellake, who “craveing pardon for his offense in bring- 
ing some of the Irishmen on shoare, both his fine remitted, so as 
the first optunitie be taken to send them out of this jurisdiction.’*? 
He was allowed later to have “libtie for the bringing another 
Irish man on shoare, to endevour his recovery, pvided he be given 
bond to send him out of this jurisdiction when he is well.’®* Three 
Irishmen are here noted, two in the first, and one in the second 
quotation. Their names are not given with the result that it is 
impossible to trace their later history. Another example of re- 
laxation of anti-Irish feeling occurs in connection with the peti- 
tion of Martha Brenton, who on October 23, 1652 desired to have 
as servants “an Irish boy & girlie’’®* She was granted this privilege 
on condition that she prove that they were born of English par- 
ents. Since no Irish records existed, this was not so difficult to do. 
Their names were probably changed thus destroying their Celtic 
identity. Despite the racial antagonism of the decade John Coggan 
was appointed an overseer in the will of John Woodey on May 
18, 1653.5 On June 2, 1652, Irish womanhood was protected de- 
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spite a reduction in the fine when the General Court “In answer to 
the petition of William Thompson, craving the remittment of a 
fine of five pounds ye law imposeth on him, for making a motion 
of marriage to Sarah Coggan before he had liberty so to do from 
his friends, the Court judgeth it meet to abate him fiffty shillings 
of that fine.’’®° 

When the middle of the decade, 1650-1660, was reached, Irish 
influence was still strong and getting more and more pronounced. 
In 1655 the ship Goodfellow, Captain George Dell commanding, 
arrived with a group of Irish servants.6* On May 22, 1656 and 
Edward Burk was appointed one of two administrators in the 
estate of Augustine Walker.5’ In the same year Margaret Bird, 
an Irish maid-servant to John Grover, and Edmond Cousins, were 
married.®® On August 31, 1659, John Morrell, an Irishman, and 
Lysbell Morrell, an Irishwoman, were married by Governor John 
Endecott.®® At the end of the fifties, on June 13, 1660, “Johanna 
Riland and Clement Salmon” were married.® From isolated mar- 
riage and court records it thus becomes apparent that the Irish 
element was being recognized as an essential factor in the Colony. 
In the next decade this situation became considerably more pro- 
nounced. 

The extension of the Cogan family’s influence, as indicated in 
1660 is an example. A quotation reads: “Joseph Rock engages in 
behalf of his brother, Mr. Thomas Robinson, to pay $50 to be 
paid by his mother, Mrs. Martha Cogan, as the amount of a legacy 
due to his sister, Mary Robinson, and her children, as per the will 
of his father, Mr. John Cogan. Work—to raise a frame of a house 
for Thomas Robinson of Sittuate upon land of Thomas Robin- 
son in Boston.’’*! In the following year (July 20, 1661), a Mar- 
garet Mayhoone, a widow, was married to Boyan Morbrey.®? On 
May 7, 1662, the name of John Cogan appears again, this time in 
a matter involving his estate after his death. The words of the 
records state ; “In answer to the petition of Mrs. Margaret Sheaffe, 
relist & administratix to the estate of the late Jacob Sheaffe, 
humbly desiring the favor of this Generall Court to impower Mr. 
Joseph Rocke; administrator to the estate of the late Mr. John 
Cogan, to make a firme deed of sale to his oune, having payd ye 
sd Mrs. Coggan, to a smale matter, for the same, y‘ so she might 
be enabled to pay hir late husband Coggans debt, as y° order of 
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this Court, October, 59, did impower hir, the Court, on pervsall of 
y° order & accomt, judge meet to graunt y* peticoners request, so 
as the heires, executors, or administrators of Mr. Coggans estate, 
or y* petitioner, performe what the forementioned order re- 
quires.’’®? In the same year the marriage of Tego Ockynall (O’Con- 
nel) and Philipa King took place.** 

Figures based on the records of the early part of the decade, 
1660-1670, will serve to show the numerical proportion of the 
Bostonian Irish. Out of one hundred and fifty births registered 
in Boston during the years 1660 and 1661 only six had Irish names 
attached, namely, Kellocke, Kelly, Moore, Bryen, Mahoone and 
Collens. Assuming these persons to be of Irish extraction, the 
number would represent .04 per cent of the total number of 
births.* A slightly lower estimate is reached in another brief sur- 
vey. During the years 1661 and 1662 only four individuals with 
Irish names were noted out of a total of one hundred and twenty- 
five. The names were Manning, Griffins, Conney and Moore. The 
percentage was .032 per cent.°® During the same years in only two 
out of thirty-five marriages in Boston, were Irish names recog- 
nized, these being Morfrey and Ockonnell. The percentage of 
marriages in which at least one party was Irish was .05 per cent 
while of the seventy persons married only two or .025 per cent 
were of Celtic extraction.*’? One marriage not in the above list, of 
unusual interest because it was the only one in Massachusetts 
Irish colonial history to which a Dutchman was a party, was the 
one performed by Captain Joshua Hobart, on January 4, 1664 
uniting Mary Conell and Johannes Demosmaker, who said that 
his name in English was John Cutler.** 

The last mention of an Irishman in the decade was on May 15, 
1667 when Walter Burke, a “plaintiffe,’ against Michael White, 
“defendt,” obtained a favorable decision from the General Court. 
The Court “found for the defendt costs of Courts” after the case 
had been previously tried in the Court of the Assistants.®® 

During the next decade, from 1670 to 1680, a gradual rise in the 
number and influence of the Irish is seen. The Celtic contribution 
to King Philip’s War which took place during this time will be 
taken up more conveniently under that topic as it is related to the 
Massachusetts and Plymouth Colonies and not to Boston alone.” 

All types of society were represented in this decade. Morrison, 
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the Massachusetts historian, indirectly suggests the tradesman 
when he refers to a John Hull, who on September 18, 1671 gave 
directions to John Older, master of the ketch Friendship, about 
disposing of the cargo in Ireland." Then there was the indentured 
servant group. In the Town’s report for 1672 three were men- 
tioned, all girls, John Glover’s daughter who was twelve years old, 
Bryan Morphew’s daughter-in-law, Martha Dorman, also twelve 
years of age and John Griffin’s daughter, a girl of ten years.”* The 
name of John Cogan again enters, this time as that of a property 
owner.’* On October 24, 1674, a committee was appointed by the 
Court to examine the claims to the estate of John Cogan and 
make “fynoll issue thereof.”"* Cogan was not the only Irishman 
of means for an examination of the tax list for 1676 reveals other 
names of Celtic extraction. Samuel Cohone’s name appears once, 
Florence Charty’s twelve times, with other spellings as Maccarty, 
Meccartour and Carty, Mullagin’s five times and Riley’s once.” 
Another indication of wealth was shown in the case of Teag Cro- 
hoar who was allowed on March 25, 1677, to take ‘2800 clabord”’ 
for what purpose is not indicated.’® 

During 1678 and 1679 several Irish, the exact number is un- 
known, came to Boston from the Barbadoes. From February, 1678 
to October 4, 1679 two out of forty immigrants were Irish in 
name, Alexander Collins and Mary Fitznichols, representing .05 
per cent of the total number.’7 Another Irishman from the same 
quarter was John Querk, to whom on March 13, 1678 a ticket 
was issued which entitled him to come to Boston. It described him 
as the servant of Thomas Allen and identified Ralph Parker as 
commander of the ketch Wiliam and Susan."* Of unusual interest 
in connection with the same quarter is. the reference made to a 
William Murphy, as captain of the ship Friendship, which made 
regular trips between the Barbadoes and Boston in the 1670's.” 

In 1678 an unfortunate position was acted upon favorably by 
the Court. A Mary Madox was freed from her marriage bond 
and was placed “‘‘at liberty to dispose of hirselfe as she shall see 
meete.”’ Her husband, Henry Madox, of Irish extraction, had been 
absent for thirteen years and “never wrote or sent to hir in y* 
time, FACE 

The next year Thomas Walter, an attorney, came to Boston 
from Youghall in Ireland. He brought a letter of recommendation 
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to the churches in New England from a Congregational church 
in Youghall. Through this letter he was made a member of the 
Second Church in Boston, November 2, 1680. His son, Nehemiah, 
who was born in Ireland in December, 1663, came with his father 
to Massachusetts in the same year. One writer claims that father 
and son came over together®* while another authority states that 
Nehemiah was sent by his father to serve an apprenticeship to a 
Boston upholsterer.** Nehemiah was very fond of books. He was 
prepared for college, entering Harvard College, from which in- 
stitution he was graduated in 1684. In the same year he settled 
in Roxbury, then went to Nova Scotia but later returned and 
associated himself with John Eliot, the Indian missionary: He 
married Sarah, daughter of Increase Mather, the president of 
Harvard College. He was the minister of Roxbury from October 
17, 1688 to September 17, 1750, the day of his death. There were 
five children, Increase, Hannah, Maria, Sarah and Thomas. The 
two sons were Harvard graduates, Increase graduating in 1711 
and Thomas in 1713. 

Reverend Nehemiah Walter published An Essay on the Sense 
of Indwelling Sin in the Regenerate, 1707, Practical Discourses 
on the Holiness of Heaven, 1726, and Sermons on Isaiah LV, 
which appeared posthumously in 1755. Nehemiah’s son, Thomas, 
also became a clergyman, being ordained in 1718. Three of his 
known published works are Grounds and Rules of Music Ex- 
plained, 1721, A Sermon at the Boston Lecture, 1723, and In- 
fallibility May Sometimes Mistake, 1724. 

Hannah Walter married Caleb Trawridge of Groton on Sep- 
tember 18, 1718. Of the twelve children resulting from this union, 
Sarah, the eldest, married General Artemas Ward, who was later 
a member of Congress. Abigail, another daughter, married Ebene- 
zer Champney, a judge in the Probate Court of Massachusetts. 

C. F. Adams is the author of a fairly complete sketch of Nehe- 
miah Walter.®* A genealogical table covering six generations of 
the family from 1663 to 1847 recalls a gradual reduction in its 
numerical strength, so that by 1854, according to the best authori- 
ties on the subject, the family was entirely extinct.8* The influ- 
ence of the family waned after the third generation, the second 
and third generations being especially important. 

Immigration into Boston still continued. On November 4, 1679, 
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forty-four passengers disembarked from the ship Hannah and 
Elizabeth. Only one passenger was of Irish extraction, an Eliza- 
beth Walsh.®* Feeling against the Irish was high at all times de- 
spite the apparent warm reception given to the Walter family. 
Henry Sharlot, a citizen of Dublin, Ireland, arrived in Boston in 
August, 1681. He was denied the right of residence. To recount 
clearly Sharlot’s experience it is necessary to recall the various 
laws passed regulating the admission of strangers to the colony. 

The General Acts of 1637, amended at various times and re- 
enacted in the General Laws of 1660, provided that “No town or 
person shall receive any stranger resorting hither with intent to 
reside in this jurisdiction, nor shall allow any lot or habitation to 
any, or entertain any such above three weeks, except such person 
shall have allowance under the hand of some one Magistrate... 
and of every person receiving any such, for longer time than is 
hereby allowed, except in case of entertainment of friends, re- 
sorting from other parts of this Country in amity with us, to for- 
feit as aforesaid not exceeding twenty pounds, nor less than four 
pounds, etc.’’*° By the Act of 1675 it was also provided that “That 
account be taken of all straingers who are not his majestes sub- 
jects, and that they remajn not in toune vnless security be given 
for their fidelity; and that none be admitted but vpon the like 
security, and that no master of any vessell bring in any without 
acquainting the Gouernor therewith, and presenting’ their persons 
in order to their examination; who if vpon their examination can 
give no good account of their business, and security for their good 
behaviour shall be sent to prison, vnless they doe forth with de- 
part.’’8? 

Sharlot was in Boston only a few days when he was summoned 
to appear before the selectmen who examined him and apparently 
declined to consent to his stay in Boston. There were other hear- 
ings in August but they refused to allow him to remain. He ap- 
pealed and on September 1 appeared before the Commissioners of 
Boston, a court created by the Act of 1654. The Act of 1675 
(against strangers) declared that “The Commissioners and the 
Selectmen of Boston are ordered and required respectively to have 
a special care that this order in the several parts thereof be duly 
observed and attended.”®* Sharlot’s case was heard on September 
first. On September second he was again summoned before the 
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Commissioners and having refused to give a bond to depart from 
Boston in three weeks was arrested under the order of Anthony 
Stoddard and committed to prison. The original order of imprison- 
ment reads: ‘““To the Keeper of the Prison in Boston. You are in 
his majtes name Requiered heerwith to Recev the body of Mr. 
Henry Sherlett and him to keep in safe Custody being a Strainger 
and none of his Majtes Subjects, having the liberty granted him 
by Authority, vpon Security to abide heer three weeks and then 
to depart hence which he Refuseth and appeals from said Set- 
ance, for which this shal be your suffitiant warrant, dated Boston, 
Septr. 2: 1681. Anthony Stoddard, Commissioner.’’*® 

He remained in jail for nearly a week and on the 6th of Sep- 
tember appealed, as he had a right to do under the statute of 1658, 
from the decision of the Commissioner’s Court to the Court of 
Assistants, which was then in session. From the petition it was 
learned that Sharlot had “lately arrived from the Kingdome of 
Ireland, to this Towne of Boston.” He also had lived “many years 
in the Kingdome of Ireland a protestant and can produce good 
Testimony of his creditt and Civill deporttment in the Citty of 
Dublin. And there bore arms for his Majesty of England... .’%° 

The answer of the Court was given on September 6, 1681. It 
declared that Henry Sharlot was “a Frenchman [an assertion 
never proved] a Dancing Master, and a person very Insolent and 
of ill fame... .” He was requested to “depart .. . at once within 
two months on penalty of Contempt of Authority.” Among the 
prominent men who signed the order were Governor Simon Brad- 
street, Richard Saltonstall, William Stoughton, Joseph Dudley, 
Nathaniel Saltonstall and twelve others.®* What happened to Shar- 
lot later history has not revealed. 

An important achievement in behalf of Massachusetts by an 
Irishman who was not a resident of the Colony was performed 
by Colonel Thomas Dongan, Governor-General of New York. 
He was instrumental on July 30, 1684 in arranging a treaty of 
friendship at the Town House in Albany between Stephanus Van 
Curtland, who represented the colony of Massachusetts, and the 
Macquar Indians of New York and western Massachusetts. Vir- 
ginia and Maryland were also parties to this treaty.®* 

There would appear to be a strong probability that the leading 
actor in the following incident was an Irishman. The Massachu- 
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setts Bay Company records relate: “In answer to the petition of 
John Langley, it is ordered, that, whereas John Langley, of Hing- 
ham hath presented his accompt of charges in mainteying & look- 
ing after Patrick Bymion, a wounded seaman, lodging at his house, 
amounting to the sume of thirty one pounds seventeen shillings, 
that he be forthwith payd five pounds in money by the Treasurer 
towards sajd charge, and Capt. John Holbrooke, Left, Samuell 
White, of Weymouth, with Capt. John Jacob of Hingham, be a 
committee to audit & examine the acco, & to make report thereof to 
the country Treasurer, & he is to take care of y* payment hereof 
w'" what may be.”®* The account discloses that Bymion had re- 
mained in the colony for fifty weeks. The expenses were divided 
as follows: 


“Washing & lodging, at his house, 29 00 00 
For 3 journeys to Boston, & medicines, 21700 
Miscellaneous 06 00 00’ 


On July 8, 1685, it was ordered by the Court: “In answer to the 
petition of Patrick Inan, a wounded strainger .. .” to give “re- 
leife’” and to order the Treasurer to deliver to him, or his order, 
sixe pounds in mony.’®® 

An Irishman of some importance was John Marcy, son of the 
high sheriff of Limerick, Ireland. He was born in 1662, came to 
the colony at an early age and was admitted into Elliot’s Church 
in Roxbury March 7, 1685. In 1686 he removed to Woodstock, 
Connecticut and settled on grants of land made to the town of 
Roxbury by Massachusetts. Although his history properly belongs 
to the Connecticut colony, it is worthwhile to note that three im- 
portant descendants of his in the United States were William 
Marcy, Secretary of State, General Randolph Marcy, and Dr. 
Erastus E. Marcy. 

Another Irish famly which exerted influence in the pre-Revolu- 
tionary period was the Maccarty group, headed by Florence and 
Thaddeus Maccarty, who settled in Boston in 1686. Florence had 
two sons and three daughters. He was worth three thousands 
pounds when he died. Thaddeus had four sons and one daughter. 
One son, Thomas, was graduated from Harvard in 1691 but was 
prevented from performing a long list of noble acts by an early 
death in 1698. Another son, Charles, was badly wounded in an ex- 
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pedition to Quebec in 1690. Next to the Cogan family they were 
the most outstanding Irish family in Boston in the seventeenth 
century. Haltigan leans toward the Maccarty family also.*7 A 
reference to Thaddeus’ fortune appears in a bill of sale for Au- 
gust 18, 1686 when William Rodell sold to Thaddeus Maccarty, 
his ketch the Rose of forty-five tons, the commander of which 
was Captain Nicholas Baker, the ship at the time being on a voy- 
age to the Barbadoes. One-half of the vessel the Blossom of sev- 
enty tons, was also included in the sale. The ship, commanded by 
Captain John Beck, was then on a voyage to Holland.® 

In contrast to the wealth just described were the unfortunate 
circumstances connected with the trial and execution of Goody 
Glover in 1688. She was “‘an illiterate Irish woman and a Catho- 
lic.”®® Governor Hutchinson described her as ‘“‘one of the wild 
Irish.”’°° She was also a “wild Irish” laundress.?°? Goody Glover 
was the mother of a laundress engaged by the Goodwin family. 
The daughter was charged with having stolen some linen. The 
mother repelled the accusation and gave Goodwin’s eldest daugh- 
ter, age thirteen years, a severe reprimand. For this she was ac- 
cused of “diabolical purposes.” A sister and two brothers, the 
youngest, five, joined in the accusation. The woman was examined 
and was accused of conspiring with the devil, of coming down 
chimneys and other ridiculous things. She was also charged with 
“communion with her prince'in the air.” For these things and 
others she was branded as a witch and put to death. An account 
of the whole affair was published by Cotton Mather, and re- 
printed in England, with a preface by Richard Baxter, who said, 
“The evidence is so convincing that he must be a very obdurate 
Sadducee who will not believe.’ 

In the last decade of the century, 1690-1700, only a few iso- 
lated persons of Irish descent can be identified. A man bearing 
the name of Donnell was one of the members of the new govern- 
ment of Massachusetts in 1692.7°* In 1693 two marriages to which 
the parties were Irish were recorded, that of Mary Keefe and 
Henry Tomson on August 8,1°4 and that of Mary Kelley and John 
Battis on June 15.1°° In the following May Christopher Killiowe 
and Elija Foster were married.’ In a list of forty-two New Eng- 
landers in Canadian prisons in 1695, is to be found the name of 
Hannah Dongan of Boston.%°’ An increase in marriages is ob- 
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served for 1696. Lydia Logan and Thomas Thaxter were married 
on November 26.*°° James Conniars and Naomi Harmon, 
Thomas Bridgwater and Elizabeth Mackarta,'?° were also mar- 
ried in the same year. One Irishman in the public eye during the 
decade was Florence Macarta, who petitioned with other citizens 
for the repeal of a law forbidding the use of bricks in the con- 
struction of buildings. They gave as a reason the increasing fire 
menace of wooden structures.‘ One more Boston marriage ended 
the decade and century when Florence Macarti and Sarah New- 
work were joined in wedlock August 24, 1697.1!” 

Perhaps the most significant incident in the history of Irish in- 
fluence in Boston and in New England as well was the proposal 
of England to establish a New Ireland similar in scope to New 
England. If it had been established the Celtic element in Massa- 
chusetts might have had an altogether different history. The text 
of the document is as follows: 


It being judged proper and necessary to separate the Country lying to 
the North East of the Piscataway River from the Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, it is proposed to erect so much of it as lies between the 
Sawho River and the St. Croix (which is the South West boundary of 
Nova Scotia) and to extend from the Sea between two North Lines drawn 
from the heads of those Rivers to the Boundary of Canada, into a New 
Province, which from its situation between the New England Province 
and Nova Scotia, may with great propriety be called New Ireland, es- 
pecially as the Ara of its establishment is cgeval with that of opening the 
Trade of Ireland with the American Provinces. The remainder of the 
country lying between the Sawho River and the Piscataway it is proposed 
to throw into New Hampshire in order to give that Province a greater 
Front on the Sea than it now has, and for the reasons of deeper policy. 

It is proposed that the Constitution of the New Province should be 
similar to that of East Florida at the outset, consisting of only a Gover- 
nor and Council, a Chief Justice, and other Civil Officers, provided for by 
Estimate granted by Parliament, but that a declaration be made of the 
King’s Intention to give it a complete local Legislative whenever the Cir- 
cumstances of the Province will admit of it, and it may be proper to de- 
clare what that legislature will be, as a model of the Constitution wished 
to take place throughout America. 

It has been found by sad experience that the Democratic power is pre- 
dominant in all parts of British America. It is in vain to expect the Gover- 
nor to support the shadow even of the influence of the Crown to balance 
it, and the Council in the Royal Governments holding their Seats at the 
pleasure of the Governor. Men of personal weight prefer being Members 
of the Assembly to Seats at that Board, and therefore the Members of it 
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being chiefly Officers of the Crown without property add but little of the 
Aristocratic Influence to the Regal Authority of the Governor, altho they 
form a sort of Middle Branch of Legislature. To combat the prevailing 
disposition of the People to Republicanism, and to balance the Democratic 
Power of the Assembly it is proposed to form a distinet Middle Branch 
of Legislature. The Members to be appointed by the Crown and to hold 
their Seats during Life unless removed by His Majesty in Council upon a 
charge exhibited by a majority of the Assembly, or by the Governor anda 
Majority of the Privy Council. To preserve the Influence of the Governor 
in the Upper House it is proposed that the Privy Council should all be 
Members of it, and to compose a Major Part of the Whole, and that in 
case of vacancies in the Privy Council they should be filled up out of the 
Members of the Upper House. It is also proposed that the Seats in the 
Privy Council should have Titles of Honor annexed to them or some 
Emoluments in the place of them desired, at the same time the Governors 
now have of suspending them from their Seats and thereby from their 
Honors of Emoluments, and if any distinction in England could be given 
them it would have a most powerful effect. 

No quit rents have been reserved to the Crown in any. grants within the 
Charter of the Massachusetts Bay but it is proposed that the Lands in New 
Ireland shall be granted subject to a Quit Rent, tho it might be proper to 
declare that when the Legislature shall make a grant of permanent Rev- 
enue for the support of the Government the produce of the Quit Rents 
will be given to be disposed of by them. An exemption from the payment 
of Quit Rent for a certain Term would however, be proper to be granted 
to distinguished Loyalists. To prevent the admission of the disaffected and 
to continue the Inhabitants in their Principles of Loyalty and attachment 
to Great Britain and perpetuate those Principles in their descendants, it is 
proposed that a Declaration be required to be made by every Grantee be- 
fore the Governor and Council in the following Words. ‘I do promise and 
declare that I will maintain and defend the authority of the King in His 
Parliament and the Supreme Legislature of this Province,’ and that a con- 
dition be inserted in the Grant obliging all persons who shall come te ‘he 
possession of any part of the lands contained in it, either by inheritance or 
purchase, to make and subscribe the same Declaration before a Magistrate 
within Twelve Months after coming into possession, and to have it Regis- 
tered in the Secretary’s office of the Province on pain of forfeiture of the 
Lands to the Crown. 

The Province to be divided into Counties or Circuits, and subdivided 
into Parishes, in each Parish a Globe Land to be laid out and vested in 
Trustees for the Minister. The Church of England to be declared the Es- 
tablished Church, but the Governor to be the Ordinary and have the presen- 
tation to all Benefices. A Salary to be granted to Minister payable out of 
the General Fund, and issued by the Warrant of the Governor and Coun- 
cil. The King to appoint one of the Clergy His Vicar General to superin- 
tend the rest to hold Visitations and report to the Governor their behaviour 
who may suspend or dismiss any Minister the Vicar General and _ his 
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Clergy in Convocation shall represent against. Application to be made to 
the Bishops to superadd to the Vicar General a Power to Ordain. This has 
been done of necessity in certain cases and if it be done here the Church 
will have the advantage of a Bishop and no alarm excited by the name, 
and when the function is become familiar the Title may easily be assumed. 
The Ordination of the Umttas Fratrum is allowed as valid as ours, and 
yet their ordainers are neither called Bishops nor Lords. The Vicar Gen- 
eral, however, to have a handsome allowance. 

To Reward or indemnify the Loyal Sufferers from the other Provinces, 
and at the same time lay the ground of an Aristocratic Power, the Lands 
to be granted in Large Tracts to the most meritorious and to be by them 
leased to the lower People in manner as has been practiced in New York, 
which is the only Province in which there is a Tenantry, and was the 
least inclined to Rebellion. The poorest Loyal Sufferers should, however, 
have Grants from the Crown. 

The Attorney and Solicitor General of England should be directed to 
report what of the Laws of England will of their own authority take place 
in the New Province, and what Acts of Parliament the King may by His 
Proclamation introduce and give effect to therein, tho they are not ex- 
tended by express words, to the Colonies. This has never been done and 
much confusion has arisen in the New Colonies from the want of it. 

These are the things necessary to be done in the New Province at the 
outset, but if the present be judged a proper time to digest a system of 
Government for all America the occasion may be used for declaring the 
purpose of the crown. 


Estimate of the Civil Establishment of the Province of New Jrelande. 


Salary to the Governor-in-Chief—Oliver— 1,200 
Chief Justice Leonard— 400 
Attorney General 100 
Secretary and Register 100 
Clerk of the Council IDr. Califf 50 
Receiver General of Quit Rents and Casual Revenue 100 
Survey of Lands 100 
Provost Marshall or Sheriff 100 
Agent Nothing 
Ministers of the Church of England 400 
Vicar General in addition a4 200 
Contingent Expences 1,000 
3,750 
Salaries to the twelve Counsellors : 1,200 
4,950""* 


On the last page of the section are the words ‘New Ireland ap- 
proved in Cabinet, August 10, 1700, by the king George, the 11th.” 
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The movement failed but later was revived when a writer, a Mr. 
Elliot, wrote “An opinion relative to the King’s right to grant cer- 
tain lands petitioned for, lying between Nova Scotia and the Provy- 
ince of Main, December 18, 1717.”""* The work was based upon 
the words of a Mr. Dummer, who represented the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony. He was unfavorable to the plan and not only declared 
that Massachusetts was opposed to the proposal but even denied 
the right of the King to grant any lands in the territory mentioned 
above. 

The first Irish immigrant of the eighteenth century was An- 
thony Hancock, who came from County Down and settled in 
3oston. Haltigan gives 1681 as the year of entrance into‘ the 
colony.’ John Hancock, a descendant, was born in Braintree in 
1737, graduated from Harvard in 1754 and in 1766 was chosen 
to represent Boston in the General Assembly. In 1774 he was 
elected President of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts 
and a delegate to the Continental Congress. He was president of 
the Continental Congress from 1779 to 1784, and governor of 
Massachusetts from 1787 to 1783, his death taking place on 
October 8, 1793. 

In 1704 one Edward Northey disputed the right of Massachu- 
setts to refuse lands to Catholics. Since many New England Irish- 
men were of the Catholic faith, they were probably principally 
considered in the argument. His document reads: “A Roman 
Catholick Petitions the Queen for a Grant of a tract of Land 
within the Government of New England, but reserved to the 
Crown. Query. Whether a Roman Catholic is capable of a Grant 
of Lands in the Plantations, the.Act of Parliament made in the 
11th and 12th years of the late King William the third disabling 
them only to purchase within the Kingdom of England, Dominion 
of Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed. 

“T am of opinion a Roman Catholick is not disabled to purchase 
Lands in any of Her Majesty’s Plantations ; the Disabling Papists 
to purchase Lands by the Statute of the Eleventh Year of the late 
King William for the further preventing the growth of Popery, 
extends only to Lands in England, Wales, and the Town of Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, and the Plantations are not affected by this act. 

Edward Northey. July 21st: 170478 

Some of the Puritans had relatives in Ireland to whom they 
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frequently wrote, exchanging gifts. Governor Winthrop and Cot- 
ton Mather corresponded regularly with Irish residents. Mather 
writing in February, 1709, declared that he had sent books to Ire- 
land, Scotland, England and Saxony.’ His diary records ‘‘I have 
some Relatives in Ireland; and I spent some time this Morning, 
in transmitting to them a considerable number of Books of Piety; 
as expressions of my Love and Cares for them.’’''* Later he wrote 
“YT am sending to Ireland such Things as may be for the Service 
of our Churches, and their Defense from the vile Misrepresenta- 
tion, that some Scotch Incendiaries have made of them.’’?!!® 

The first mention of a presumably well-to-do Irishman in the 
century is in the grant of sixty pounds made by the Selectmen of 
Boston to Eliza Maccarty for his house, which was blown up to 
stop the progress of the fire of October 2, 1710. This sum was un- 
usually large for seven other persons who suffered damages only 
received amounts varying from ten to thirty-five pounds.’*? Evi- 
dence of economic development was shown in the appointment of 
Thomas Steel and George Bethune of Boston as “merchants’ 
agents and factors for Messrs Thomas Kirkpatrick and John Por- 
ter of Dublin, Ireland.’’*+ In contrast to the economic phase was 
the arrival of “a Poor Man, came from Ireland, wants to be 
Employ’d as a Scholemaster.’!*? This was in September, 1717. 
Just a year later a “Scotch Scholemaster” arrived in Boston “from 
Ireland.”!?* Mather, however, offers no proof of his Scottish ex- 
traction. 

During the latter part of 1717 and all of 1718 a migration from 
Ireland to Massachusetts, principally Boston, took place. In con- 
temporary documents numerous references to it are recorded. The 
“Diary of Cotton Mather” mentions the movement frequently. 
Thus he writes of the ‘Difficulties and Deliverences attending 
Ship from Ireland. More of the poor Men from Ireland, want 
Employment.”!4 This was in September, 1717. In October he com- 
ments: “The Transportation of great Numbers of good People 
from Ireland hither, is a Concern, whereto I would give my help- 
ing hand.’?*5 Writing in July, 1718, he notes ‘““The Many Families 
arriving from Ireland... .”2?° In August, 1718, “great numbers of 
People ... are transporting themselves hither from the North of 
Ireland.’”227 “Families arrived from Ireland” even in November, 
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Among the immigrants from Ireland in 1718 was James Mac- 
Gregor, a clergyman. He was born in Ireland in 1677, received 
his collegiate and ministerial education in a Presbyterian institu- 
tion in northern Ireland, and‘came to Boston on October 4, 1718, 
with one hundred families. Later he went to the town of London- 
derry, New Hampshire, where he founded the first Presbyterian 
church in New England. His son, David, became better known 
not only for his religious endeavors as pastor of a new parish in 
the western part of Londonderry but also for three of his pub- 
lished works. These were Professors Warned of Their Danger, 
published in Boston in 1741, The Spirits of the Day Tried, 1742 
and The Believers All Sie osiathh in 1747.79 

Another Irishman of Scottish descent was John MeKinatry, who 
was born in Brode Parish, county of Antrim, Ireland, in 1677, the 
son of Rodger McKinstry and Mary Wilson who came from Scot- 
land in 1669. He received an A.M. from the University of Edin- 
burgh in 1712. In 1718 he reached Boston at the head of a group 
of northern Irishmen. Later the flock with their leader settled in 
Worcester. In 1720 he became a minister at Sutton, but because 
of his Presbyterianism had to leave Congregational Sutton in 1728 
for East Windsor, Connecticut, where he died on January 20, 
1754.2%° 

On September 1, 1718, the ship Maccullum with James Law as 
master arrived in Boston from Londonderry, Ireland. Forty fami- 
lies comprising one hundred and sixty persons under the Reverend 
James Woodside were aboard. Boston, however, did not benefit 
from this visit for the vessel with passengers sailed on September 
8 for Maine where they made a settlement at a place called Bruns- 
wick,13? 

During the year 1719 only one Irishman came to Boston, 
Thomas Amory. He was born in Limerick, Ireland, in 1682, the 
son of Jonathan Amory. Among his descendants was Thomas Cof- 
fin Amory, (1812-1889) who served with distinction on the Bos- 
ton Board of Aldermen and in the Massachusetts State Legisla- 
ture.1*? Winsor says that Thomas Amory did not come to Boston 
until 1721, having first settled in South Carolina before coming 
northward. He also adds that Amory had three sons, all prominent 
men, Thomas, Jonathan and John.1** In November, 1721, “several 
Strangers,” arrived ‘“‘from Ireland. .. .”’"** 
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An interesting picture of rare courage is depicted in a letter writ- 
ten to Boston by Governor Wentworth on April 21, 1725. The let- 
ter reads: 


Yesterday was with me a young man who is a soldier in your service, by 
name Cochran, an Irish lad. Two Indians took him at Maquiote and carried 
him to Amoscogen River a day and a half. During the second night this 
Cochran found the Indians fast asleep, went round them feeling for a 
hatchet, and at length found one, with which he despatched them both, 
and has brought away their scalps. But what makes this story more manly, 
this Cochran lost one of his scalps in his march home, so that when he came 
to our garrison he got three men more of his mind, and went up to the 
place, which they judge near forty miles from Maquiote, and there found 
the Indians as he had said; so he took another piece of his scalp and brings 
with him. I sent them down yesterday in order to get a passage to Boston, 
where I hope you will see him this evening. It was a brave thing and | 
have no doubt but you will reward him accordingly. But in these cases our 
hands are tied up—which is very grevious to me. I think such actions 
should be bountifully rewarded. It would stimulate our captives, and put 
them on upon desperate attempts, which would discourage our enemies. 

The young man tells our gentleman are returning from Canada, and that 
no passe." 


The historian Penhallow gives Cochran’s age as eighteen and calls 
him Cockram."® 

In 1726, Jeremiah Smith, who was born in Ireland came to 
Boston with his wife. On September 13, 1728, he was granted the 
right by the General Court to make paper for a term of ten years 
for some Boston merchants, among them, Thomas Hancock and 
Benjamin Faneuil. He moved in 1737 to Milton and in 1741 pur- 
chased a mill with seven acres of land on both sides of the Nepon- 
set river. He retired in 1775 and passed away in 1790 after a long 
and useful life.**® 

A fairly general index to wealth among Irish Puritans is af- 
forded by the list of persons who subscribed to Prince’s Chron- 
ology as it was reckoned a work of distinction to be a subscriber. 
In 1728, there was the list of subscribers many of whom were of 
Irish extraction. One copy was given to each of the following: 
D. Collens, a minister, H. Collings, H. Collins, a merchant, 
N. Cunningham, a merchant, T. Maccarty, a Harvard student, 
J. Owen, a minister and J. Scollay. W. Larkin subscribed for six 
copies and W. Owen for the same number. Of the seven hundred 
subcribers nine were of Irish blood.**? 
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On the other hand there was the indentured servant, an in- 
stance of which type may be cited from the records of Samuel 
Tyley, a Notary Public: “This Indenture witnesseth, that Hugh 
Montgomery, aged about fifteen years who came from the north 
of Ireland about five months agoe of his own free will & accord, 
and with the consent of himself having no Parents here in Boston 
doth put and bind himself to be an Apprentice unto Daniel Mont- 
gomery of Boston.”!** The record is dated March 3, 1731. 

Our study of the Boston Irish for the first thirty years of the 
century would not be complete without a survey of the marriages 
during that time. From 1700 to 1710 only a few Irish names occur. 
In 1700, an Emm Kelly8® was married and in 1701 a Darby Of- 
ling,*° Naomi Connis in 1702,1*1 in 1703 Olive Macklonghline,!*” 
in 1704, Ann Oryon, *4* in 1706 Florence Maccarty.'** In 1707 
three were observed, James Barry, Henry Kelly and Elizabeth 
Maccarty.*** 1708 witnessed four names, John Fitzgerald, Georg 
Kelly, Margaret and Mary Maccarty.™° Patrick Fitzgerald and 
Elizabeth Kelly were parties to marriage in 1709.147 In 1710, there 
were the names of John Fagen and John Fagin'*® of Great 
Birtain. All of these persons, seventeen in number, married par- 
ties not bearing Irish names. There was not a single case during 
the decade of an Irishman marrying an Irishwoman or vice versa. 

The next decade, 1711-1720, brought with it a substantial in- 
crease in the number of Irish marriages in Boston. In 1711, only 
one Irishman was married, a James Nolan.'*® In 1712, appeared 
the names of Mary Maccarty and Patrick Oglive.2°° The year 1713 
saw five names of Irish origin, John Barry, Patrick Fling and Wil- 
liam Dunlop of Ireland.*°? An increased number in 1714 was noted 
including Daniel Conner, John Cannaly, Daniel Hogen, Robert 
Hawes of Ireland, Sarah Dunnel, William Turney, Christian Mac- 
carty, William Maccarty and Rebecca Maccarter.*? In this list 
Hawes was married to Sarah Dunnel. During 1715 Eliza Kelly - 
and Sarah Maccarty were parties to separate marriages. James 
Mathews of Ireland and Margaret Butler were engaged to be mar- 
ried but they were separated through the efforts of a Mrs. Mercy 
Leasonbee.? In 1716, were the names of Rebeccah Maccarthy 
and Thadeus Maccarty.* Thomas Fitzgerald and John Logan 
were married in 1717.1°° A decided increase took place in 1718. 
Ruth Diven, Patrick Egan, Mary Maccarty, another Mary Mac- 
carty, Hannah Phegins, William Healy of Ireland and Sarah 
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Clark were among the married persons. Of this number only two 
were married to each other, William Healy and Sarah Clark.'*® 
The number fell in 1719 when Rachael Barry, Susanna Barry, 
and John Kelley were the only Irish persons married.**? A slight 
increase was noted in 1720 when James Bromley of Ireland was 
scheduled to marry a Mary Boyce, but the ceremony was opposed 
by her father, Samuel Boyce; when Francis Toope of Ireland mar- 
ried Mary Smith; and when Joseph Marshall of Ireland was also 
listed.2°8 In the second decade there were six cases of marriage 
between Irish parties on both sides. The number of Irish persons in 
the records amount to forty, more than twice as many as in the 
first decade. 

A very slight decrease was noted in the decade from 1720 to 
1730. In 1721, James Barry, Patrick Farrin, Patrick Flyn, James 
Kallyng, John Smith and Ruth Maccarty were married, the last 
two to each other.%® In 1722, a Robert Duglas was married to 
Elizabeth Fitspatrick.° In 1723, were the names of Elizabeth 
Dorothy, Patrick Mlagnigan and Boyan Toole.**t Thomas Barry, 
Timothy Magraugh and Elizabeth Briant were married in 1724, 
the last two to each other.* During 1725 Philip Galison was mar- 
ried to Hannah Barry and William Linch to Hannah Richardson. 
Thomas Mahone and Charles Molloy were also among the mar- 
ried parties.*** In 1726, John Barry and Faylam Kelley were mar- 
ried to non-Celtic parties.1°* 1727 was the biggest year in num- 
bers for the decade including the marriages between Thomas Mad- 
din and Susannah Kelly and Edmund Rourk and Sizley Shannon. 
Richard Burk, Mary Conner, Charles Kelly and Bartholomew 
Welch were also married during the year.'! In 1728, Edward 
Welch was married to Mary Fadden and John McDugoll to Isa- 
bella Patrick. John Fling and John Quinland married non-Irish 
persons.'®® Charles Barry, John Flin and Mary Maccarty were also 
married during the year.'*’ In this decade there were nine mar- 
riages in which both parties were of Irish extraction, an increase 
of three over the preceding decade.*®* The total number of Irish 
names was forty, which was equal to the decade from 1710 to 1720. 

With one exception the years from 1730 to 1740 were rather 
fruitless ones in revealing Irish influence on a great scale. There 
was nothing brilliant but there was a steady migration to Boston 
and a slow but certain growth in the Irish element of the town. 

On December 13, 1734, the records of Samuel Tyley, Notary 
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Public, contained the following information: “Know all men by 
these presents that & Martha Faire, late of Ireland but now resi- 
dent in Boston.”*®® On December 21, 1736, a John Burk with 
Elijah Williams and others petitioned the House of Representa- 
tives for a grant of land.?” 

A noteworthy event in 1737 was the formation of the Irish 
Charitable Society. The main provision of the original charter 
read: ‘Whereas, several gentlemen, merchants, and others, of the 
Irish nation, residing in Boston, in New England, from an affec- 
tionate and compassionate concern for their countrymen in these 
parts, who may be reduced by sickness, shipwreck, old age, and 
other infirmities and unforeseen accidents, have thought fit to 
form themselves into a Charitable Society, for the relief of such 
of their poor, indigent countrymen, without any design of not con- 
tributing towards the provision of the town poor in general, as 
usual.’!7" The twenty-five original members were Robert Duncan, 
Andrew Knox, Samuel Moor, Philip Mortimer, Nathaniel Walsh, 
Joseph St. Lawrence, Daniel McFall, William Drummond, Wil- 
liam Freeland, Daniel Gibbs, John Noble, Adam Boyd, William 
Stewart, Daniel Neal, James Maynes, James Egart, George Glen, 
Peter Pelham, John Little, Archibald Thomas, Edward Alder- 
church, James Clar, John Clark, Thomas Bennett, and Patrick 
Walker. Its presidents during the century were William Hall 
(1737-1740), Robert Ashmuty (1740-1743), Neil McIntire (1743- 
1757), Samuel Elliot (1757-1784), Moses Blacke (1784-1791), 
Thomas English (1791), General Simon Elliot, Jr. (1791-1797) 
and Andrew Dunlop (1797-1800). All of these men were unques- 
tionably of the Protestant faith for the membership was restricted 
to Protestants. A good insight into the work of the organization 
was presented in a pamphlet entitled Articles agreed upon by the 
Charitable Irish Society, in Boston, New England, for the better 
Management of their Charity, printed in 1765.17 

The next decade was marked by a decided increase in Irish num- 
bers and activities. In the very first year, 1740, a Captain Mc- 
Kinstry came to Boston. He was born in Armagh, Ulster, Ireland, 
in 1712. He married Jane Dickie, widow of a Belknap in the 
county of Antrim. He did not remain in Boston very long but | 
proceeded to the Londonderry settlement. Formerly, he had been 
an officer in the English army.’** In 1741, Barnabas Palmer mi- 
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grated from northern Ireland. Later he served at Louisburg where 
he lost an arm in 1745. Through marriage he became connected 
with the Copp family, the first representatives of which came over 
in 1635. Copp’s Hill in the North End was named after this fam- 
ily.17* A convention of ministers was held in Boston in May, 1743. 
A document of great religious importance emphasizing govern- 
mental and doctrinal matters was signed by one hundred and thir- 
teen ministers, among whom was the Reverend Thaddeus Mac- 
carty, formerly of Boston, now of Kingston.'7° This same Mac- 
carty also performed many marriages in Boston even after his re- 
moval from the town in 1744177 Another Irishman who appeared 
for the first time in the same year was Moses Butler, who was 
born on July 13, 1702, in Berwick, Maine. He was a son of Thomas 
Butler, who for twenty years was prominent in the affairs of York 
County, Maine, and who was a descendant of the noble house of 
Ormonde in Ireland. Moses was commissioned a Captain in the 
First Massachusetts regiment on February 5, 1744. In civil life 
he was a surveyor but did take part in public on at least two oc- 
casions, first, when he appeared in Boston in 1748 to answer a pe- 
tition drawn up against Berwick, and secondly, in 1749 when he 
was a representative to the General Court.*7" 

The expedition to Louisburg in 1745 furnishes a wealth of ma- 
terial on Irish names. There were three difficulties which made it 
impossible to obtain an accurate knowledge of the number of Irish 
who fought in the campaign. The many repetitions caused con- 
siderable confusion. The absence of the birthplace was a marked 
detriment to securing correct information. Lastly, many companies 
were formed wholly or in part in New Hampshire, or in Maine or 
in towns outside of Boston, with no documentary reference to the 
fact, rendering the part played by the Boston Irish all the more 
difficult to ascertain. Besides, there were many odd and peculiar 
names which apparently belonged to no race and which were 
omitted. Perhaps some of these were Irish. 

From the incomplete roll of ten companies the following names 
were obtained: John Kenne, John Burks, John Canaway, Thomas 
Mahany, Butler, Richard Butler, Richard Linch, David Doughety, 
John Conner, James Mecaral, Patrick Laller and Captain Don- 
nel. There were eleven enlisted men out of two hundred and 
twenty-one or a percentage of .081. There was one officer out of 
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ten making a percentage of .10.'7* In the complete list of six hun- 
dred officers were Moses Butler, John Butler, Charles Cavenaugh, 
Nathaniel Collins, John Murphy, John Cargill, John Moore, Nath- 
aniel Donnell, William Larken, James Donnel, James Griffin, 
Augustus Moore, Samuel Moore, Samuel Connor and John Log- 
gin. The number was fifteen which represented .025 per cent.'® 
The 5th Company of the First Massachusetts Regiment had the 
largest. percentage of Irishmen. The ensign was Charles Caven- 
augh, while the two sergeants were Patrick Griffins and William 
Moore. Out of a total of fifty-nine names thirteen were Irish in- 
dicating the very high per cent of .237.18° 

Another examination of two thousand and seventy-five names 
taken from eleven different regiments, most of them only par- 
tially listed, revealed these names: John Owen, Daniel Malony, 
John Kenne, James Owen, William Muffee, Dennis Donnahue, 
Darby Crowley, James Kenady, John Reaghan, William Coney, 
Edward Gilmore, James Griffin, Hugh McClanan, Edward Welch, 
Patrick O’Lollers, Robert Moore, Patrick Gibbins, William Moore, 
John Butler, Richard Butler, Patrick Duffey, Richard Linch, 
Thomas Mahoney, Thomas Malney, Thomas Carrey, James 
Welch, Bartholomew Crowley, Richard Butler, Elizer Leardon, 
James Lera, Nathaniel Flynn, Morris Welch, Luke Welch, Daniel 
Molan, Cornelius Sullivan, John Keef, John Kelly, George Cary, 
Owin Cunningham, James Kenady, Jonathan O’Kelly, John Dun, 
Stephen Logan, William Roache, Nathan Keney, Nathan Moore, 
Francis Moore, Reuben Moore, John Butler, John O’ Bryan, Isaac 
Moore, John Killey, Bryant Ryle, Thomas Braman, William 
Hughes, John Loggin, Jeremy Leary, Richard Fitzgerald, Roger 
Memahone, John Welch, Thomas Lary, Daniel Kelley, Daniel 
Welch, Robert Kennady, Andrew Logan, Robert Cunningham, 
Richard Kenery, Patrick Burn, Richard Butler, David Donahew, 
John Dunn, Joseph Dyre, John Tearne and Nathan Kenney. 
Seventy-four names in all were recorded indicating a percentage 
Of .035;254 

A very high percentage was obtained in searching a list of sail- 
ors who went on the expedition from Boston. There were nine 
Irish names, John and Thomas Griffith, Adonirum Griffen, Rich- 
ard Burk, Daniel Meafee, Daniel Cavenaugh, Arthur Fleming, 
Thomas Collins and Robert Killey, out of a total of one hundred 
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and twelve, making a percentage of .08.'*? Even a higher per cent 
was noted in the list of Captain Charles Morris’ Company in Gen- 
eral Waldo’s Regiment enrolled for sixty days’ duty in the “Re- 
duction of Canada” in 1747. There were five Irish names, John 
Galloway, Elisha Kenny, Joseph Loughlin, Edmund Sha and Pat- 
rick Sha, out of a total of fifty-four, representing a per cent of 
092.188 The numbers drop, though, in a list of redeemed captives 
returned on the ship Verd d’Grace, which reached Boston on Au- 
gust 16, 1747. The roll included John Maddin (Ireland), Luke 
McNally (Ireland), Ambrose Ryan (Cape Ann), Cornelius Ma- 
haaner, John Kenney, Thomas McCarthy, John Donovan and 
Philip Kelly (New York). They were regarded as “strangers.” 
The group comprised eight Irishmen out of a total list of one hun- 
dred and seventy-one, a percentage of .046.1* Another load of 
prisoners was brought to Boston, from Louisburg, by Aylmer 
Gravill, in the schooner Brittania. They had been brought to Louis- 
burg from Canada proper. Out of the entire number of forty-five, 
four bore Irish names, William Cummins, surgeon, Hugh Doug- 
lass, seaman, Arthur Maloy, passenger, and John Dunavan, Cap- 
tain Teague’s boy. The per cent was .088.1*° . 
An exception to the usual military activity of the 40’s was seen 
in the deposition of Peter Montgomery who came from Belfast, 
Ireland. The document mentioned two women who came over with 
him, Katherine McKoy and Mary McKoy. They were described 


as ‘good Spinners and honest Weomen.’?*® 
The years from 1750 to 1760 opened up with the arrival in 


1750 of Hugh McLean, who was born in Ireland in 1724. While 
a seaman he became acquainted with Captain Boies and was per- 
suaded by him to come to Boston. He did come and married Agnes, 
the daughter of Captain Boies. Later he formed a partnership with 
his father-in-law. His death took place in 1799. A son, John, who 
married Ann Amory of Boston, became very wealthy and generous, 
giving $43,000 to Harvard and a large sum of money to the Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital. He died in 1823.'8" In contrast to the 
wealth of McLean were the circumstances of John Morrison as 
taken from the records of Ezekiel Goldthwaite, Notary Public. 
The document reads 


I, John Morrison was born in Belfast in Ireland, and sometime about May, 
June, July, in the year 1744, I entered (at the Black Boy and Trumpet in 
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London) a Volunteer for His Majesty’s Ship Sandwich; I was carried 
down the River Thames in the Mary Tender; and 1 was put on board his 
Majesty’s ship the Royal Sovereign, then at the Nore; soon after which I 
was put on board his Majesty’s Hind Snow I continued until some time 
about May, June, or July in the year 1747, at which time I was a shore in 
Boston in New England at Sick Quarters. ... 1 was frequently called and 
known by the name of Morris, by my Brother sailors, while on board the 
said Snow. I was 21 or 22 years of age when I enter’d as above, and I 
had on my own hair. I was pretty much pock-broken, & was about five fect 
6 or 7 inches high.’® 


The document was dated December 1, 1750. 


A legal proceeding of June 26, 1752, revealed another Irishman 
of more than moderate means. The text is $ 


Know all Men by these presents that We Aaron Black, Alexander Black 
and John Black all of the Parish Aughnish in the County of Donegall in 
the Kingdom of Ireland natural and lawful Brothers of Samuel Black 
in his life time formerly of Ballylin in the said Parish of Aughnish and 
late of the city of Boston in America Merchant deceased Elizabeth Fulton 
otherwise Black Widow and relict of Samuel Fulton late of the said 
Parish of Aughnish. ... Former deceased natural and lawful Sister of 
the said Samuel Black deceased George Auston of Gortmickar in the said 
county of Donegall and Margaret Austan otherwise Black wife of the said 
George Auston and natural and lawful Sister to the said Samuel Black 
deceased, James Black of the Parish of Conwall in the said County of 
Donegall Brother by half blood to the said Samuel Black deceased Robert 
Black of the Parish of Aughnish aforesaid Brother also by half blood to 
the said Samuel Black deceased and Aaron Black the Younger Son to 
Moses Black late of the said Parish of Aughnish ... who in his lifetime 
was natural and lawful Brother of the said Samuel Black deceased ap- 
points “James Fulton and Andrew Black of the County of Lancaster in 
the Province of Pennsylvania in America” their attorneys.” 


An odd circumstance is the number of negroes with Irish names. 
As most of them were slaves or servants, the Irish name probably 
indicated an Irish owner, but it was a common thing to name a 
negro slave after his master. From 1752 to 1760 ten negroes with 
Irish names are met with in Boston, to wit, James Burk, James 
Burch, Peggy Burch, Newport Callahan, Rebecca Callahan, John 
Conelin, Edward Moran, Paddee, Sarah Ryan and George H. 
Sullivan. 

On June 29, 1753, the schooner Patience arrived in Boston from 
Halifax. Some fourteen persons bearing Irish names were aboard, 
all being fishermen and all giving “Hallyfax” as their place of 
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residence. However, the latter statement is disputed as Halifax 
was probably only a stopping place. They were Patrick Power, 
David Dunn, Patrick Phealen, Micheal Nevil, Phillip Ryan, John 
Ryan, Edmond Magrath, John Cuff, Thomas Glody, Hugh Keen, 
Richard Power, Thomas Power, James Cosquer and Thomas Fitz- 
gearld.’** In 1753 an unfortunate affair resulted in the murder of 
an Irishman by a compatriot. A pamphlet was published entitled 
The last Speech and Dying words of William Welch, 23 years of 
age, who was executed at Boston in New England, on the 11th 
day of April 1754, for the murder of Darby O’Brian, on the Eve- 
ning of the 19th Day of November, 1753.1? A brief indication of 
means was noted in the marriage of Archelaus, negro servant of 
James Barry, to Esther, negro servant of Alexander Sears.*** 

The next decade, 1760-1770, was marked by a rapid increase in 
Irish numerical strength and influence in Boston. On May 17, 
1762, the sloop Swallow came in from Halifax with a passenger 
list of twenty-two, one of the names entered therein being that 
of John Poor, a bookkeeper, from “Tarlond.”?®* On August 24, 
1762 there arrived on the brig Elizabeth from Halifax carrying 
eighty-three passengers, three Irishmen, all in the steerage, John 
Casey, William Shannan and Edward Shaahay.'® 

A case of great interest at the time was that of a girl named 
Malone who was of Irish origin, despite the reference made in the 
following advertisement to her alleged English extraction. The 
name Malone is of Irish origin. The advertisement, which ap- 
peared in the Boston Evening Post for October 25, 1762, reads: 
“Malone—Whereas an English Girl, whose name is Malone, was 
captivated with her father some years ago, either at Contoocook 
or Penicook now Boscowen, N.H., and now is at St. Louis Falls in 
Canada, which Girl is now about 16 years of Age: If the Father 
(who was released about four years ago) or any of the Girl’s 
Friends will apply to the Secretary’s Office in Boston, they may be 
informed how she may be recovered from the Indians.’’°* Later 
investigations resulted in finding her real name to have been 
Rachael Meloon, daughter of Nathaniel Meloon. She was re- 
deemed and returned much against her wishes, so strong an at- 
tachment did she have for the Indians as a result of her nine 
years’ association with them.'%” 

Immigrant lists running from 1763 to 1769 furnish the largest 
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single contribution to Irish numerical growth in Boston during 
the period named. As the Irish proportion of population was rela- 
tively small outside of Boston it can reasonably be assumed that 
most of these immigrants remained in Boston, especially in view 
of the fact that the names of many of them were found later on 
the legal records of the town. In 1763 thirty-three passengers 
arrived from “Newfound Land” under Captain Doble. Fourteen 
of them had Irish names: William Ryan, James Cowen, John 
Welch, Edmund Hearn, John Burke, Martin Grady, Edmund 
Butler, Patrick Day, Dennis Dennavan, Patrick Welch, Valentine 
Connel, Patrick Murphy, John Mejory and Thomas Dunn. The 
percentage of Irish passengers to the total number was very high, 
amounting to .42.1°8 On April 20 the sloop Dove from North 
Carolina arrived with a widow aboard, Mrs. Moor. On June 27 
the sloop Yarmouth from Halifax reached port with three Irish 
persons as passengers, Dr. Moor, Mary and Lydia Ryan. From 
Cape Breton the schooner Nancy arrived, having on board few 
persons of Irish extraction, John Monloney and Michael Coleman, 
merchants; James Carrol, John Dillon and Catherine Cesey. On 
September 24 four passengers bearing Irish names reached Boston 
on the schooner Desire from Halifax. These were William Dough- 
arty, Daniel Kenney and Roger Ryan, all soldiers, and Mrs. Roger 
Ryan. The schooner Dolphin from Newfoundland came to port 
on October 28 with two marines, Michael Coleman and James 
Fitzpatrick. The ship Doglass from Scotland brought five Irish 
persons on the same day, their names: Ralph O’Donal, Ann 
Moore, Jane Kelly, Mr. Moor, a cooper and William Kelley, a 
shoemaker. On October 31 the sloop Two Sisters arrived from 
Newfoundland with two passengers of Irish stock on board, Frank 
Murphy and Patrick Dumphey. On November 15 two more Irish- 
men, John Shannon and Robert Moor, sailors, came in the ship 
Diligence from Glasgow. A rather large Irish passenger list was 
that of the sloop Peggy from Newfoundland sometime in Decem- 
ber. Fourteen Irishmen, all sailors and fishermen, were listed: 
Patrick Droham, Simon Hannahan, Richard Welsh, James Roach, 
John Delaney, Richard Fleming, William Keating, Michael Keat- 
ing, Borni Green, Thomas Murphey, William She, Patrick Killey, 
James Kennedy and William Murphey. On December 27 a Mr. 
O’Neal, a trader, arrived on the sloop Two Brothers from Hali- 


A = 


Lf 
bi dl 


avraau BDAReAM, ME pore aaa 


: i his 
uniteb noteol gi diworg Teanarism fermi of te 
-slot enw noltatygog To moitraqorq dint oult fy sina Da 
ters bocmuees od vidertogsss and ft noteoet 10 sbleouo I t 
wait ai yllginegas ,nojeotl ni boniges ermeryirennt sasitl ee 
no vetel bred ox2w_ colt lo yee 1 2omnisa get roel a 
arspnsezeey ogc yr ail) SORE al unwot oflt To: ‘ebro991 Texgot sift , 
meorruo' idoG sieqa> robe “beet beyotwat” mori seal oe - by 
adol snowed eons ast cesitiv? -eorman dahl bert matte 7 
barmba .vberO nirsM ali adal yrsoFt DbaninbS tbisW 

otitmals ole W sors’ ,nevenrdtl ainas .ysG dorset ot io 
oft .oau esmodT bis Gopll adol .edql Asie 
fait yrov anv toda [stot of of eroymecenq flainl to ogelnsoieg 
dino mari seo qoole sit Of lngA aO ™ Se. of yaiartons , 
RS san] aO. stool cer ditsads wobew 6 mre bovis sitions ‘ 
dit soult dive sroq bedoset xetilsH moti Moment qaole. oat 
nt neq sibel bas gut Aoolt 10 ergnazesg: as anoat9q 
wot bigod no yaived bovine yom. toneorse of noth aye) 
nested leadout bos youolnolf aitol normnthe fer 16° 
uO orgeeD onitertsD bre nelli anol forse: asmsl + ainedotam 
dials heros 2oran reitl gtitged ereyneeesg jn0F AS raddtnaiqae 
dened mailitW o1ev saetT xslt mortsiG rettoodae oilt no 
iano ,27M bee arsibloe Ils sys 19904. bos yout fsineG vine 
hog of ergo bitsiburolwat moi wig tanearte oT ay 
cist bas sgowloD (elit 2gonticn owt ditiw 8S radars 10 
Heitl svit Iduword hastose mori wolyeG qide off .dottte 
ft Jenotl'O doled! :2omen tisdt prob semse vill fo brozieg 
5 olloA moitih bis wqoos 6 soold. AM itoAt otal 00M “ 
mort hovivts, eeolet2. ous qoole olf TE aadotsO a0) -zlteteore 
daeil fasod no Axote dit] 26 exoguecenq owl sttw brslimsotwovt 
-d2it] ayom ont cf rodmsvo nO .yorlqrwd dvintet baw ue ao _. 
qirfe st) ai ome? etelice .ooM todos bie norte? not ase 
én Jet toynaeesq deisl aprabagdian. A. wogen!s) ort ese 
yo iti oattgnroe. bagtbawotwe 2 iromt reget qoolke at oon at 
hotell stow dismtaden bits etoline tik tromemiayal ¢ aestiol 4 
iopost garnet so Sedo midleg oui ein leat dob 
=tno21 lage Britis 2] spill W ition | A rom 
Sol, soivie'l ote esenifti WY f ocotligmesht enmot? palsy at 
AM s XS s9dersoatT 20 sein it eect bas 2 ott aot 
-iIsH. novi ewdtox® oust qoole ait ao bovine tobe ya 


ce REI NMI EEL OO IT 


I LILES IN OTT 


PLYMOUTH AND BOSTON 33 


fax. Of the four hundred and fifty immigrants examined in this 
sloop’s passenger list, thirty-nine bore Irish names, making a 
percentage of .0867*° 

In the course of 1764 the number of Irish emigrants arriving 
in Boston was considerably increased. On March 20 a “Mr. 
John Burke,” a merchant, arrived on the sloop Charming Nancy 
from Philadelphia. On April 9 Michael Buckeley, of Marblehead, 
reached Boston on the sloop Swallow from Halifax. William 
Larken, a sailor, came on the schooner Providence from North 
Carolina on April 18. On May 8 another Larken from North 
Carolina, Thomas, a sailmaker, arrived on the sloop Ranger. The 
first large Irish contingency of the year came on May 30 when 
the brig Hound from Ireland brought in twelve Irish immigrants: 
William Coutis, John Carton, Duch Kenned, John Cotter, Corn 
Obroum, Charles Riney, all servants; Catherine Odonely, Anne 
Soloven, Michael Claire, a cooper, Will Watts, a trader, Barbary 
Watts and Catherine Riney, spinsters. On June 18% the sloop 
Hannah from Nova Scotia, brought in two Irishmen, John Kelly 
and William Logan. James Shannon, a schoolmaster, came June 
23 on the sloop Charming Molly from Annapolis Royal. On Sep- 
tember 3 John Burk, a soldier, arrived on the sloop Kingston 
from Halifax. The largest Irish passenger list of the year was 
that of the schooner Hannah which arrived on September 11 from 
Cork and Halifax. The twenty-two passengers were Frank Rian, a 
bookkeeper, Thomas Cook, James Coffe, Morgan Mullons, James 
Brien, all laborers; Mrs: Dorin, wife of a laborer in Boston and 
sons, Mary Connell, John Costolo, James Furlong, John Callahan, 
John Branfield, Patrick Harden, John Reding, Richard Bourke, 
Michael Clary, Timothy Collens, John Bryen, John Callahan, 
James Stewart and Benjamin Davison, all servants. On October 
24 James Ryon arrived on the schooner Jane from Philadelphia. 
A captain William Moor reached Boston on December 6 as a 
passenger on the sloop Grayhound from Newfoundland. On De- 
cember 13 a Captain Cavenough arrived on the sloop Polley from 
Newfoundland. The brig Freemason from Cork, Ireland, brought 
in Twenty-one Irish passengers on December 27. They were: John 
Lyon, a clergyman bound for Taunton, John Bowden, an ensign, 
for New York, Eleanor Benson, for New York, Ann Segerson 
and son, for Philadelphia, Richard Howe, a servant, Mathew 
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McNamara, John Roberts, David Howe, a ‘“Phisitn,” Armgier 
Howe, a mariner, Malsh Field, John Cleary, a baker, James 
Brown, a coachman, Edward and John Moor, servants, William 
Dunavaz, a blacksmith, Martin Dunavan, a blacksmith, Andrew 
Jarrett, Catherine Lynch, Mary Dunavan, and Mary Dresden, 
all servants. Of the four hundred and fifty persons appearing on 
these passenger lists for 1764 sixty-six were of Irish extraction 
representing a percentage of .146°° and an increase of .06 over 
the percentage for the preceding year. Haltigan has proved that 
in the same year John Hannan came to Boston from Ireland. 
Aided by the Captain Boies he built the first chocolate mill in the 
British provinces in North America.” 

The number of immigrants for 1765 was slightly eee than 
that of the preceding year. On May 9 James Ryan, a laborer, 
arrived on the sloop Susanna from South Carolina. On May 17 
John Phagin, a merchant, came on the sloop Swallow from Hali- 
fax. Daniel Moor, a shoemaker, and four children arrived on the 
sloop Charming Molley from Annapolis, May 20. Mrs. Moor, a 
widow, and two daughters, were passengers on the sloop Three 
Friends arriving May 23 from Philadelphia. Richard Kelly, a 
farmer, came on the schooner Molley from Annapolis on May 31. 
A Daniel McCarthy was the captain of the ship Salley which 
anchored in Boston Harbor June 11, after a long voyage from 
San Domingo. The schooner Nancy brought John Mollony on 
June 16 from Halifax. John Logen, with his wife and two chil- 
dren, arrived on the schooner Hannah from Nova Scotia on June 
26. On July 2 John Moor, a merchant, reached Boston on the 
sloop Three Friends from Philadelphia. On July 8 the schooner 
Polley from North Carolina sailed into Boston harbor under 
Captain John Malony. On August 20 the ship John from Liver- 
pool arrived with three Irish passengers, Christopher Kennedy, 
a cooper, Juda Duggin, a spinster, and John Kelley, a cooper. The 
sloop Dolphin brought in on August 26 Michael McNemaro, a 
trader and Mr. McCarty, also a trader, both from Halifax. A 
Con Casey, a seaman, reached Boston on September 5 on the 
sloop Betsey from Newfoundland. On September 21 the sloop 
Swallow from Halifax arrived with Elizabeth Murphy for Que- 
bec. The schooner Lawrence on October 14 arrived from New- 
foundland with six Irishmen aboard, all fishermen and mariners. 
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comprising William Hannon, Patrick Conner, Volt Conner, Jere- 
miah Haley, Dennis Roian and Patrick Nuff. On October 28 the 
brig Sebella under Captain Peter Doyle, brought in six Irishmen, 
all fishermen and seamen, Thomas Keeffe, John Ryan, John 
Shannahan, Thomas Keoho, Dennis Welch and Thomas Linch. 
On the same day a group of nine Irishmen, all designated as sea- 
men, arrived on the schooner Brig from Newfoundland. They 
were: Captain Moses Roach, William Cummins, John Larey, John 
Bryan, John Burk, John Cunningham, Thomas Roach, Mathew 
Kelley, John Flannagin and John Callahan. The schooner Rain- 
bow on November 4 from Newfoundland brought John Kava- 
naugh and Mick McNamara. The sloop Dolphin, arriving Novem- ‘ 
ber 9 from Halifax, had one Irish passenger, John Murphey, a 
fisherman. Four Irishmen, Mr. O’Neal, a merchant and servant, 
Edward Moor and Patrick Dallany, fishermen, arrived November 
11 on the sloop Nancy from Newfoundland. On November 12 
John Sullivan, a farmer, came on the sloop Lucy from Nova 
Scotia. The sloop Swallow from Halifax reached Boston on 
November 13 with Michael Flanegin, a sailor, aboard. On No- 
vember 25 a Captain James Ryadon, a mariner, arrived on the 
brig Peggy and Hannah from “Tartola.” On the same date, the 
schooner Aittey from Madgilen, came in with four Irish passen- 
gers, Jeremiah Folley, Edmund Coflin, George Fitzpatrick and 
John McGae. Alex Donnel, a cooper, and David Sullivan, a fisher- 
man, arrived on December 9 on the schooner Jannet from the 
Island of St. John. On December 11 a Joseph Quin, a fisherman, 
arrived on the sloop Hope from Newfoundland. For 1765 there 
were sixty-nine Irish immigrants out of a total of six hundred 
persons arriving by ships at Boston. The percentage was .115, 
approximately .031 lower than that of 1764.?% 

By 1766 Irish immigrants to Boston reached its high water 
mark during the sixties. In the first eight months the rate was 
moderate. On January 29 Patrick Mahon, a merchant, arrived on 
the schooner Salley from New Providence. The ship Boscowan 
from London brought April 16 a passenger, James Doyle, a 
trader. On the same date James Connell, a schoolmaster, came 
as a passenger on the ship Sterling Castle from Greenock. William 
Boyd, a farmer, came April 22 on the schooner Jabm and Jaz 
from Ireland; on May 21 Colonel Cunningham and four male . 
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servants arrived on the sloop Swallow from Halifax. On June 7 
Michael Bryant, a sailor, and his wife, landed from the sloop 
Dispatch from Halifax. On the same date and on the same vessel 
were six servants consigned to Mr. Robert Hallowell, Timothy 
Conner, Peter Larey, James Tool, Timothy Ratcliff, Samuel Davis 
and Michael Neal. The schooner Margaret from Louisburg 
brought on July 26 Patrick Dowling, a shoemaker, as a passenger. 
Mr. Barnabas Fagen, with his wife and child, arrived on the 
schooner Gloria from ‘“‘Canso” on August 2. On August 10 ar- 
rived the brig Ann from Louisburg with Captain James Moor and 
wife and four servants aboard. 

September witnessed a large immigration. On Septensber 6 
John Moor, a merchant, arrived on the sloop America from 
Philadelphia. On the 29th the sloop Abigail from Newfoundland 
arrived with Edward Casey, a fisherman, aboard. On the same 
day the brig William from Ireland arrived with seventy-one Irish 
persons on the passenger list. They were as follows: William 
Moor, a gentleman; Dan Boyles, a tailor and his wife; Mr. 
Barry, a school master; Michael Poor, John Ferld, Jeremiah 
Nuhan, Miles Conly, Timothy Shea, Patrick Roach, the last 
six laborers, William Gorman, a weaver, Jeremiah Murphy, a 
cooper, Jeremiah Readon, a laborer, George Fitzgeral, a laborer, 
John Kealshon, a weaver, John Jenkins, a dyer, Samuel Allen, a 
dyer, John Gray, a laborer, Samuel Dickson, a comber, William 
Hurley, a laborer, Timothy Dorson, a schoolmaster and his wife, 
Mary Butler, a widow and her daughter, Eloner Nowlon, a widow, 
David Stockman, a laborer, Andrew Chabrito, a sailor, Bryan 
Morran, a laborer, James Meagher, a cooper and his wife, James 
Wiley, a mason and his wife and two sisters, Thomas Miller, a 
laborer and his wife and son, Mary Wiley, Betty and Jane Wiley, 
spinsters, Thomas Duan, a laborer, William Scott, a schoolmaster 
and his wife, John Thumb, Samuel Hanry and Robert Heanry, 
laborers, a Mrs. Pullen, wife to a wheelwright and son, John 
Mealon, a laborer, Jany Quales, a spinster, Grace Core, wife to 
a farmer and four children, Jacog Magar, a laborer, Robert 
Magar, a house carpenter, Robert Main, a laborer, Andred Beard, 
a blacksmith and four children, William More, a sailor, John 
Fairservice, a laborer, John Miller, a blacksmith and his son, Betty 
Ramaige, wife to a sailor, Jane Shanan, a spinster, Jane Patter- 
son, a spinster, and Michael Keanan, a barber. 
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October was a quiet month in immigration. On October 18 
Moses Roach, commanding the brig Squid from Newfoundland 
again visited the port bringing eight Irishmen. They were Thomas 
Whaland, a cooper, Edward Carey, a sailor and fisherman, Ed- 
ward Griffen, John Mahan, Richard Quirk, Thomas Roach, 
Thomas Barrey and Wilkam Comings, the last six being all fisher- 
men. The schooner Success from the island of “Magillen” brought 
in October 23 Ann Callehan,. a widow with two children. On 
October 27 John Barry, 2 mariner, arrived on the sloop Dolphin 
from Newfoundland. 

The month of November opened up with only one migrant, 
a Mrs. Dunn, 2 widow, who arrived November 3 on the schooner 
Nova Scotia Packet from Halifax. On November 15 the brig 
Wilmott from Cork, Ireland, arrived with seventy-two servants 
indentured to two Boston merchants, Creed and Colhs. Their 
names were: John Henderson, Mathias Breet, Luke Welch, Mary 
Cockery, Thomas Dugale, Catharime Sullivan, Margaret Ross, 
John Gibson, Wilkam Quirk, Catharine Conner, James Coghlin, 
John Murphy, Dennis Mahoney, Mary Mahoney, John. Hayes, 
Joseph Mosses, Anne Dougale, Robert Dougale, Wilham How, 
Jeremiah Davis, Thomas Dougale, Abig Dudley, Timothy Bryant, 
Austin McCarty, Jonas Dougale, David Quirk, Wiliam Donshin, 
Ann Dougie, James Ross, John Ross, John Ross, Jr., Darby Law- 
ler, Cather Carill, Daniel Keefe, Mathew Howard, Thomas Quin- 
lan, John King, Charles Hewett, James Dalton, Cornelus Fox, 
Peter McNamara, Dennis McCarty, Patrick Welsh, John Kelly, 
Barbary Kelly, Peter Manning, Arthur Veavea, Redmond Lar- 
nard, Cornelius Hagarty, Edmund Swaney, Edward Murphy, John 
Twohy, William Stephens, James Row, Isabella Learman, Cath- 
erme Twohy, John Bourke, Patrick Ryan, John Bowler, Mary 
Dougie, Daniel Bulkeley, Cornelius Sullivan, George Shimnchan, 
Wiliam Kahaven, Wiliam Fitzgerald, John Dowle, Bal Sullivan, 
James O”Daniel, Thomas McCarty, John Lee and James Ross.™ 

December saw a decrease in Irish immigration. On December 3 
the brig Hawk from Newfoundland arrived with three Irishmen 
aboard, Thomas Kenady, 2 merchant, Thomas Kasey, a trader. 
and Darby Rion, a mariner. The sloop Desire from Newfoundland 
arrived on the 1ith with eleven passengers, ten Irishmen, all 
sailors and fishermen, and one woman. They were: Narth Linch, 
Luke Dulin, Morris Murphy, Edward Whalin, John McDonnagh, 
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Jesse Connelly, William Murphy, Patt Brinnen, Thomas Fling 
(Flynn) and his wife. Maurice Cavenaugh, captain of the 
schooner Nova.Scotia Packet from Halifax sailed into the harbor 
on December 17. On the 23rd Michael Carrell, a trader, arrived 
on the sloop Swallow from Halifax.?°* Out of some eight hundred 
immigrants appearing in the lists for 1766 two hundred and two 
were of Irish extraction or a percentage of .252, an increase of 
.137 over the percentage of 1765. 

In 1767 Irish immigration continued but-in greatly reduced 
numbers. From March to October the number was very small. On 
March 9 a Mr. McConnel, a trader, arrived on the sloop Sparrow 
from North Carolina. During the period Maurice Cavenaugh, 
Captain of the schooner Nova Scotia Packet from Halifax visited 
Boston six times, March 14 and 30, April 25, June 8, July 6, and 
August 14. John Dunn, Captain of the ship Glasgow from 
Greenock arrived on May 29. On June 17 William Fitchgeral, a 
mariner, reached Boston on the brig Poppett from Newfoundland. 
On June 25 the ship Rialto sailed into port from Bristol com- 
manded by Morgan Griffiths. On the same date John Duffy, a 
trader from northern Ireland, arrived on the same ship. The 
sloop Swallow reached port from Halifax on July 6 with three 
Irish persons aboard, James Fitchpatrick, a trader, and Mary Ryan 
and her child. 

The largest passenger list of the year was on the brig Ann & 
Margaret which arrived from Ireland October 14 with fifty Irish 
immigrants. The following passengers were listed as servants: 
Eleanor Murphy, Francis Hadnett, Mary Mchoon, Eleanor Mc- 
Sweney, Mary Howard, John Kinney, Elizabeth Brien, Ann Col- 
lins, Judith Pop, Edward Dammarell, Mary Callahane, Eleanor 
Maloney, Mary Conum, Timothy Mulcahy, George Prichard, 
Dinish McSweney, James Conner and Darby Conner. John Lind- 
say was a weaver. William Sweney, James Fitzgerrald and Mr. 
Bryn were laborers; William Hoban and John Baker, shoe- 
makers; Timothy Murphy and John Furch, tailors. Other occu- 
pations were represented by Isaac Stoakes, nailer, Richard 
Terutch, joiner, Joseph King, clockmaker, Edmund Shanohan, 
cooper, Stephen Gazor, laborer, Dinish Rien, tailor, William 
Burke, shoemaker, Phillip O’Donel, cooper, and George Gray, cap- 
tain and his wife. The remaining passengers, unclassified were 
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Mary Wilkinson, Eleanor Stoakes, Mary Ambros, Mary O’Brien, 
Thomas Prichard, John Jackson, Sam Prichard, Margaret Flem- 
ing, Elizabeth Wilkinson, Honer Coveney, Edward France, Ann 
Hill and Mary Stoaks. On October 2 Maurice Cavenaugh again 
sailed into the harbor from Halifax on the schooner Nova Scotia 
- Packet, Another visit was made by him on December 11. Richard 
Malony, a soldier, arrived November 2 on the schooner Granvil 
from Annapolis. On November 10 Timothy Flaharty, a mariner, 
came on the sloop Fanny and Jeamy from Newfoundland. Cap- 
tain John Dunn of the ship Glasgow from Glasgow came to Bos- 
ton on November 19 bringing one Irish passenger, James Kelly, a 
merchant.?"* The total number of immigrants for 1767 studied was’ 
five hundred and fifty. Of this number seventy bore Irish names 
representing a percentage of .127, a decrease of .125 under that of 
1766. 

In 1768 Irish immigration continued to drop. On January 4 
Patrick Conner, a laborer, arrived on the sloop Swallow from 
Quebec. Captain Maurice Cavenaugh again reached Boston on 
February 3. Captain John Dunn came May 28. Neither of the two 
had any Irish passengers on his ship. On June 9 John Mallone, 
a mariner, arrived on the sloop Speedwell from New York. 
Anthony Burk, a farmer, came on the sloop Sally from Annapolis 
July 27. William McCartey, a mariner, was a passenger on the 
sloop Sally from Granada August 15. On August 16 Mr. Larey, 
a laborer, arrived on the schooner Betsey from Quebec. On 
August 29 Sallie McCartie, who had previously left Boston, came 
back on the Catherine from Glasgow. Mary O’Bryan, a soldier’s 
wife, came on the schooner Betsey from Halifax. The brig Squid 
from Newfoundland arrived on November 14 with nine fisher- 
men aboard: Michael Conner, Michael Coleman, Dan Connel, 
Edmund Maugher, Michael Conner, Patrick Hammon, James 
Hammons, William Buckley and James Magee. On the 21st the 
schooner Hampton brought in five Irishmen, listed as fishermen, 
- Edward McCarty, Edward Welsh, Edward Linch, James Hickey 
and Terence McCarty. Captain John Dunn from Glasgow sailed 
into port on his ship Glasgow on the 28th. John Burk, a sailor, 
came December 5 on the schooner Rainbow from Quebec. On the 
11th Dan Hogan, a laborer, arrived on the schooner Leopard from 
Halifax. On the 13th James Nowland, a sailor, was a passenger 
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on the schooner Hawk from Newfoundland. On December 26 the 
schooner Betsey and John from Halifax arrived with five Irish- 
men aboard, Alexander Sweeney, captain of the vessel, Kinney 
and Murphy, corporals in the 14th Regiment, Donagher and 
Carty, soldiers.*°° Thirty-two of the six hundred were of Irish 
extraction, a percentage of .053, which was a decrease of .074 
under that of 1767. 

In the next year, 1769, the number of Irish immigrants became 
notably small. On January 16 John Larkin, a farmer, arrived on 
the sloop Defiance from Halifax. Michael Toban, a mariner, came 
on the sloop Polly from Halifax on the 20th, being accompanied 
by two other seamen, Thomas Walen and James Flinn. Captain 
John Dunn of the ship Glasgow was again a visitor to Boston on 
June 2. On June 26 Patrick Briant, a laborer, arrived on the brig 
Abigail from Jamaica. Catherine Alexander, wife of Thomas 
Alexander of Boston, was a passenger on the sloop America, 
which reached port from Philadelphia on August 14.°°° During 
seven and one-half months of 1769 a total of three hundred im- 
migrants entered Boston on the above ships. Of this number only 
seven had Irish names making a percentage of .023, a decrease 
of .03 under that of 1768. 

The Irish element in thees immigration years, 1763-1769, can be 
more clearly shown in tables. Table I indicates in three columns, 
for each year, the total number of persons arriving in Boston by 
ship, the number of Irish among them and the percentage of 
Irish to the whole. 


TABLE LL. 


Total Number of Immigrants 
re U A ‘ 
Year Irish Per cent 


Arriving 
(914 months) 1763 450 ay *S 086 
1764 450 66 146 
1765 600 69 115 
1766 800 202 252 
1767 550 fue le? 
1768 600 32 053 
(7%4 months) 1769 300 7 .023 
3750 485 
Yearly Average 535 69 124 


The highest percentage (1766) was .252; the lowest (1769), .023. 
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Table II. Here is exhibited in seven columns the occupational 
classification of Irish immigrants according to labor, skilled and 
unskilled. 


TABLE II, 


IRISH SKILLED AND UNSKILLED LABonr. 


1763 1764 1765 1766 1767 1768 1169 Total 


1. Skilled 
Baker 0) 1 0 0 0) 0 0 l 
Weaver 0 0) 0 2 l 0 0 3 
Cooper 1 ] 2 2 y) 0 0) 8 
Nailer 0 0 0 0 1 0 0) 1 
Shoemaker 1 0 1 2 ) 0 0 7 
Joiner 0 0 0) 0) 1 0 0 1 
Seaman z 4 17 5 5 5 3 4 
Fisherman 14 0 7 18 0 14 0 53 
Clockmaker 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Blacksmith 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 3 
Sailmaker 0) ] 0 1 0 0) 0) 2 
Carpenter 0 1----—0 1 (0) 0 0 2, 
Tailor 0 0 0 1 2 0 0) 3 
Dyer 0 0) 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Total 18 10 27 34 16 19 Sa i27 
2. Unskilled 

1763 1764 1765 1766 1767 1768 1769 Total 

Laborer 0 + l lo 3 3 l 28 
Total 18 14 28 50 LOS 22 45 


Table III exhibits in seven columns the occupational classifica- 
tion of Irish immigrants arriving in Boston according to domestic, 
business, professional, agricultural and military types. 

The percentages of the six major occupational groups are 
illuminating. There are three hundred and thirty-two Irish im- 
migrants to Boston (1763-1769) whose occupation is specified in 
the record given. One hundred and twenty-seven are of the 
skilled labor class amounting to .382 per cent. Twenty-eight are 
unskilled laborers with a percentage of .084. One hundred and 
thirty-two are in the domestic group, with a percentage of .400. 
Twenty-one are in the business class, a percentage of .063. In the 
military group twelve are represented, a percentage of .0306. In the 
professional class has seven members, which means a percentage 
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TABLE III. 
1763 1764 1765 1766 1767 1768 1769 Total 


2. Domestic 
Servant 0 26 1 86 18 0 0 131 
Coachman 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 ] 
Total 0 27 1 86 Oath 0 132 
3. Business 
Merchant 2 1 5 3 1 0 0 10 
Trader 1 0 2 3 4“) 0 0 9 
Bookkeeper 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Clerk 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Total 3 2 5 6 G 0 0 2 
4. Professional 
Teacher 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 4 
Clergyman 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Physician 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Gentleman 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Total 0) 3 0 4 0 0 0 7 
5. Agricultural 
Farmer 0 0 2 1 0 1 1. 5 
‘Lotal 0 0 2 1 0 1 1 5 
6. Military 
Soldier 3 1 0 0 1 4 0 9 
Marine 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 Z 
Ensign 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Total 5 2 0 0 1 4 0 12 
GRAND TOTAL 8 34 8 97 24 5 1 = Wey 


of only .021. In the agricultural group only five are listed, indicat- 
ing the relatively low percentage of .015. 

Before the sixties came to a close one more fact stood out in 
regard to Irish participation in Boston life. On Bonner’s map of 
Boston sixteen places of worship are located as existing. between 
1743 and 1769, one of which was the “Trish Meeting-House.’*°* 

One of the most momentous events in eighteenth century Ameri- 
can history was the Boston Massacre, which took place on March 
5, 1770. Of the five men killed in the Massacre, one, Patrick Carr, 
was an Irishman, thirty years of age. He worked for a Mr. Field, a 
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leather-breechers-maker on Queen Street.”°® With a mortal wound 
on his body he lingered till March 14 when he died. His funeral 
was attended three days later by a large number of people. The 
remains were buried in the same grave with the four other victims. 
The unmarked spot was near the Checkly tomb, where was laid 
the remains of Samuel Adams.?” Some of the testimony in the 
trial proved his Irish identity beyond a doubt. His surgeon, Dr. 
John Jeffries, said that “he [Carr] told me also, he was a native 
of Ireland, . . . that he had seen soldiers often fire on the people 
in Ireland, but had never seen them bear half so much before they 
fired in his life.”?*? At four o’clock on the afternoon of the day 
before he died “. . . he then particularly said he forgave the 
man, whoever he was, that shot him; he was satisfied he had no 
malice, but fired to defend himself.”?!*? John Adams spoke at the 
trial of Attacks, with his ‘‘mad behavior” and of “Carr from Ire- 
land” as the leaders of “their thoughtless enterprises,’ who were 
at the head of “such a rabble of negroes. . . .”?!* During the trial 
an Irish element on the British side was in evidence. A Captain 
Barbason O’Hare of the British army was among those who 
testified.27* Another captain in the British army, John Riordan, 
also testified.2** Four of the thirteen British soldiers of the 29th 
regiment brought up for trial had Irish names. They were all 
classed as laborers. Their names were William M’Cauley, Matthew 
Kilroy, John Carrol and James Hartegan.*** Through a messenger, 
a Mr. Forrest, the “Irish infant,” “with tears streaming from 
his eyes,” John Adams was obtained as a defense attorney by 
Captain Preston, who commanded the troops that fired upon the 
inhabitants. He wished to obtain Mr, Adams as a counsel for 
Preston which he did, paying Adams a single guinea as a retain- 
ing fee.??" 

In 1773 one brief indication of wealth. was the marriage of 
Rose, servant of Mrs. Margaret Malony, to Cato, the servant of 
Mr. Nathan Spear. The marriage ceremony was performed on 
August 23 by Reverend Samuel Stillman.?"* The year 1744 was 
marked by two unusual incidents. Joseph Massie printed in Boston 
a work entitled An Account of the Trade between Ireland and 
London, the edition amounting to one thousand copies,?’® while 
William Cunningham came to the town with some Irishmen whom 
he had kidnapped with the intention of selling them as indentured 
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servants. Later, Cunningham became keeper of the provost jail 
in New York. He confessed that he had resorted to the kidnapping 
of Irish people.*?° 

Marriage-records for the period 1730-1775 throw important 
light upon the numbers of Irishmen and Irishwomen in the town. 
There was a very general increase in marriages over those of the 
first era, 1700-1730. In the thirties a decided increase was noted. 
During 1730 three Irish persons, Margaret Dillon, Edward Kelley 
and John Quinn, were married to non-Celtic parties.2*? In 1731 
Sarah Connely, Walter Dougherty, John Fitchgerel, James Kelley, 
Mary Logen, Cornelius Mahony and Patrick Rouck were married, 
all to non-Irish partners.??? For 1732 there is the marriage of 
Jeremiah Fitch Patrick to Sarah Manning and also the marriages 
of Katharine Cunningham and James Obryon.?** Margaret Corran, 
Ann Noland and Dennis Collehan were parties to three separate 
marriages in 1733.74 In 1734 Terence Kelly was married to Mary 
Odell and John Mooney to Margaret McDaniel, while Mary 
Bryon, William Dougherty, Anne Maccarty and Dennis McGutre 
were married to non-Celtic persons.**? The year 1735 witnessed 
the following parties entering into marriage contracts: Eleanor 
Maccarty, James O’Brain, John O’Bryan, James Moore, Mary 
Patty, Paddy Purcell male and Michael Shaughnashy.*** During 
1736 James Barry, Arthur Cavenno, Daniel Cavenaugh, William 
Connors, Elisabeth Maccarty, Margaret Maccarty and Mary 
Moran were parties to marriage while Elisabeth Macéarty became 
the wife of Joseph Dunnel.?*’ In 1737 Michael Geoghegan, Wil- 
liam Hogan, Elisabeth Kelley, Jane Kelly, William Lynch, and 
Mary Magenas appeared on the marriage lists.*** The year 1738 
numbered the largest number of Irish marriages during the 
thirties. Among the persons married in that year were William 
Burk, Florence Carty, Mary Carty, Charles Henesey, Elizabeth 
Kelly, Cornelius Linch, Elizabeth Maccarty, Jeremiah Maccarty, 
John McCarty, Mary Maccarty, Michael McCarty, John Mack- 
guire, Robert Harley, Mary McMennin, Daniel Ryan, Michael 
Shaughnashy, John Sullivan and Mary Driskill.*?® In 1739 John 
Hayes was married to Cicely Barry, James Barrey to Ann Creagh, 
John Welsh to Julian Dunowho, John Grady to Elenor Sullivan, 
and William Morfy to Ann Ireland. Those married to non-Irish 
parties were James Dihue, Barrey Dillon, Richard Dillen, Mary 
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Droughady, Esther Eagin, Patrick Finn, Martin Kelley, Elenor 
Malony, Bridget Mecabe, and Mary Rork.**® During the decade, 
1730-1740, there were thirteen marriages in which both parties 
were of Irish extraction, an increase of four over the number for 
1720-1730. The total number of Irish names in the Boston mar- 
riage records, 1730-1740, was eighty-five, an increase of forty-five 
over the figure for the preceding decade. 

The years 1740-1750 point still more to the numerical growth 
of the Irish element. In 1740 Richard Barry was married to Kath- 
arine McCarthy, Patrick Burk to Anna Connolly, John Toole to 
Ann Maloney, Cornelius Ryon to Mary Makinerney, and Phillip 
Spolly to Katharine Crowley. Elizabeth Macarty, Timothy Mac-. 
carty, and John Whelan took non-Irish partners.**! In the course 
of 1741 Patrick Corkery was married to Eliza McCarthey, 
John Hogan to Mary Cummins, and Merte Kelly to Jane Kelly. 
Parties to marriages with non-Celtic persons were John Bryan, 
Phillip Carrigan, John Kelly, John McMurfy, Margaret Mooney, 
Peter Murfey and Thomas Patrick.?** In 1742 there took place the 
marriage of Phillip Makning to Katharine Conner, of Bartholo- 
mew IT*ennecy to Margaret Lawlor, of Daniel McCarty to Neley 
Finnicey and of John Ryan to Margaret Clark. John Hogan, 
James McLaughlin, and John Sullivan were also married during 
the year.*** In 1743 Cornelius Sullivan was joined in wedlock to 
Honer Cartzy, James Connelly, to Jean Duglass, William Morris, 
to Eliza Corkery, John Kelly, to Elinor Burn and James Kanney, 
to Margaret Maccarty. Others married were Michael Geoghe- 
gan, John Kelly, Robert Legan, Daniel McCarty, the Reverend 
Thaddeus Maccarty, Florence Mahony and Alice Tool.?** The 
year 1744 was the most important year numerically. Thomas 
Barrey was married to Judith Collins, Patrick Cooney to Ann 
Bryan, Danby Cavener to Anstis Tool, Andrew Fitzgerald to 
Mary Donaly, Thomas Dugen to Elizabeth Haley, Thomas Phe- 
land to Hannah Finn, James O’Bryan to Ann Murphy, Thomas 
Obrian to Jane Murphy and John Phelun to Hannah Finn; Mar- 
garet Callihan, Katharine Conolly, Catharine Donovan, Patrick 
Hogan, Bartholomew Linch, John Raegen and Patrick Vady.”*° 
In 1745 Michael Bourk was united in matrimony with Jane 
3ryan, Matthew Donallen with Mary Cock and John Maden 
with Katharine Donnawen. Cicely Barry, Dennis Dennaven, Mary 
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Eagane and William Fitzgerald were also joined in wedlock.?*® 
In 1746 Bartholomew Collogan became the husband of Bridget 
Brenning, Timothy Fitch of Abigail Donahew, Thomas Cahil of 
Mary Maccarty, John O’Brien of Susanna Gee, Patrick Sinot 
of Abigail Faitch. Parties uniting with non-Irish persons included 
John Conner, Eleanor Conally, Darby Fitzpatrick, Mary Hegan, 
Susannah Kelley, Margaret Maccarty, John Murfey, Susanna 
Ryan and Michael Sullivan.**? In 1747 Felix Hogan was married 
to Ann Sullivan, Patrick Malloney to Jane McGuire, Mark Mc- 
Klauglan to Ruth Kanney, William Moore to Joan Obryan and 
John Phelen to Johannah Sulavan. In the same year Adam 
Cavenaugh, Esther Egin, Patrick Lynch, Patrick Mahar, John 
Ryan and Patrick Welch were also united in matrimony.?** For 
1748 the figure is lower. John Fluharty took Elizabeth Foye for 
a wife. James Fennese, Michael l'itzGerald, Thomas [itz Patrick, 
John Hogan and Patrick Lench united with non-Irish parties.?*° 
(The last year, 1749, was marked by a decided increase over 
(1748). Charles Dunn was married to Eleanor Conner, John Keal- 
ley to Mary Leamon, William Thomas to Mery Logan and James 
McCarty to Elizabeth Montgomery. The names John Denovan, 
Mary Fitzgerald, Prudence Geagan, John Gready, James Kelley, 
David Obriant, John Sullivan and Tobias Toole were also on the 
marriage-rolls.**° In this decade, 1740-1750 there were forty-four 
marriages to which both parties were Irish, an increase of thirty- 
one over the number for the decade 1730-1740. The total number 
of Irish names was one hundred and forty-seven, an increase of 
sixty-two over the number for the preceding decade. 

For the decade 1750-1760 a considerable reduction is noted in 
the number of Irish persons who were parties to marriage. In 
1750 Christopher Linch was married to Deborah Moar, Patrick 
MacDaniel to Margaret Hays, and Patrick McKirgon to Ann 
Rock. Elizabeth Burck, Thomas Heargarty, Sarah Hensey and 
James Linch were joined to non-Irish parties.**t In 1751 a de- 
crease was noted. Thomas Cogin, Ann Conner, William Fitz- 
gerald, Hugh O’Bryan and Ambrose Rion were married to non- 
Celtic persons.*4* An increase was observed in 1752 when Michael 
Butler was married to Jane Gyles, John Molony to Margaret 
Smith and Thomas Obrian to Mary Obrian. Catharine Driskell, 
Catharine Fitzgerald, Mary Kelley, Patrick Lary, James Bready, 
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John Maloney, Lydia Newgent, Ambrose Ryan and Cornelius 
Sullivan were also married in 1752.74* In 1753 a slight decrease 
took place. Michael Fitzgerald was married to Joanne Gorman and 
Patrick Whealan to Ann Burns. Those married to persons not of 
Irish extraction were Elizabeth Carty, Eleanor Connil, Laughlin 
Flannagan, John Flin, John Lary, Elizabeth Linch, Phillip Ma- 
honey and James Obriant.**4 A further increase was noted in 1754. 
Christopher Linch was married to Mary Higgins, John Carlaion 
to Mary Keefe, James FitsSymmonds to Judith Kalley and Wil- 
liam Patterson to Elizabeth Murphy. John Brian, Francis Coner, 
Mary Fitzgerald, Hannah Hogain, Patrick Kelley, William Kelley, 
Elizabeth Linch, Daniel Murphy, Sarah Nolan, Michael Now- 
land, John Riordan, Luke Ryan and Mary Sullivan were married 
to non-Irish persons.**®° A decrease was noted in 1755. Patrick 
Hobane was married to Mary Hobane. Honour Condun, James 
Fennesey, Mary Fitzgerald, James Hennesey, William Kelly, 
Elizabeth Linch were also married.**° Another increase came in 
1756. Patrick Connelly was married to Mary Cocks, William 
Toamy to Margaret Dunnavan and Edmund Flemming to Mary 
Flannakin. The following Irish persons were also married in 
1756: Susanna Boyl, Mary Brian, Adam Cavenah, Grissel Dun- 
navan, Eleanor Flanekin, Richard Hannessy, Peter Hennesy, John 
Kelley, Christopher Linch, John Murfey, Mary Quig, Dennis 
Shehan and John Sullivan.*47 In 1757 another decrease was noted. 
Only one marriage between Irish parties was observed, the mar- 
riage of Daniel Ryan to Ann McCoy. Others married in the same 
year were John Barry, Mary Connor, Catharine Fitzpatrick, Kath~ 
arine Hoar, John Hurley, Patrick Kelley, William Nowlan and 
John Ryan.*** A slight increase took place in 1758. Dennis Shehan 
was married to Mary Callanan, Daniel Conely to Mary Clark, 
and Daniel Lacey to Mary Swinney. Thomas Casey, Charles Con- 
ner, James Dogharty, Elizabeth Hogan, Hannah Kelley, Joseph 
Mooney and Timothy Ryan were also married.**® The last year 
1759 was marked by a very small increase. Thomas Casey was 
married to Mary Moore, James Roach to Mary Fitsgerald and 
Roger Ryan to Ann McGuire and in the same year William 
Fennacey, Rebecca Flanagan, John Hickey, William Kelley, Gil- 
bert Logan, Daniel McCarthy, Catherine Ryan, and Timothy 
Sullivan.?°° For the decade 1750-1760 the number of marriages 
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to which Irish persons were both parties was twenty-three, a 
decrease of twenty-one marriages under the number for 1740-1750. 
The total number of Irish names was one hundred and twenty- 
nine, a decrease of eighteen over that for 1740-1750. 

In the decade from 1760-1770 a further decrease took place. 
Timothy Brian was married to Elizabeth McElroy and Isaac 
Fowle to Abigail Linch in 1760, In the same year Margaret Burch, 
Elizabeth Burk, Margaret Fitzgerald, Christian Hay, Mary 
Kelley, Florence McCarty, Prudence McFadden, James Roach 
and Patrick Walsh were parties to marriage.**? In 1761 Wilham 
Bryant was married to Mary Casey, Richard Welch to Hannah 
Hayes, John Hogen to Mary Hoburne and Maurice Kieffe to 
Mary Fleming. Andrew Lynch, Walter Logan, Mary Moony, 
Bridget Murphy, Thomas Molen, James Reilly and Moses Roach 
were also married in 1761.*°? A slight increase was observed in 
1762. Michael Condon was married to Abbey Sullivan and Thomas 
Hase to Susanna McMurphy. Other persons of Irish extraction 
married in the same year were Charles Callahan, Judith Doharty, 
Michael Fitzgerald, Nicholas Fitzgerald, Rebecca Flanagan, Ann 
Geoghean, Sarah Henesy, Edward Kelley, John Quill and Timothy 
Rearden.*>* 1763 represented another increase. Francis Butler was 
married to Mary Condon, Patrick Dealy to Susanna Clark, John 
Fitzgerald to Mary Welch and Bartholomew Curtain to Eleanor 
Magee. Other Irish persons married in 1763 were Patrick Barritt, 
Mary Connell, Margaret Donahew, Katharine Drisscal, Michel 
Murphy, Nicholas Murphy, Richard Ryan, Mary Shay and 
Valentine Sullivan.*** The year 1764 was a very weak one. Three 
Irish persons were married to non-Celtic parties, Margaret Fiz- 
jarrell, John Molloy and Margaret Sullivan. A slight increase 
came in 1765 when Michael Burch was married to Catharine Hoar, 
Michael Doyl to Elenor Higgins, Stephen Hayes to Mary Nolen 
and Matthew Hoggen to Jane Negles. Mary Burch and Mary 
Hurley were married in the same year to persons not of Irish 
extraction.*°> Conditions remained unchanged in 1766. Thomas 
Roach married Judah Cunningham. A Captain Lewis FitzGarril, 
Mary Hogan, Katharine Linch, Patrick Sennet and John Sullivan 
were married to persons of other racial stocks.*°? The number 
dropped in 1767. Michael Doyel was married to Margaret Neal and 
Patrick Haring to Susanna McMullins in that year. Other Irish 
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persons married in 1767 were Mary Driscoll and Katharine 
Ryon.®*§ A fair gain was made in 1768. Patrick Wall was married 
to Katharine Sennet, while Constantia Condon, John Connell, 
Anna Dunnaven, Timothy Noonane and Catherine Quin were 
married to members of other races.2°* Next to 1763, the year 
1769 was the largest, numerically, of the sixties. John McLane 
and Anna Conner were joined in marriage, while Jane Boyle, 
James Hartigan of the 29th regiment, Jean Hays, Mrs. Mary 
Hennesy, John Kelly, Susanna MeMurphy, Edward Mulloy, Mar- 
garet Querk, Judith Roach, Thomas Roach, Timothy Ryan and 
Honora Solivan were married to representatives of other racial 
stocks.?°° For the decade 1760-1770, the number of marriages. 
having both parties of Irish extraction was twenty-three, a num- 
ber equal to that of the preceding decade of 1750-1760. The total 
number of persons of Irish extraction was one hundred and six, 
a decrease of twenty-three under that for the years 1750-17060. 
The decade of the 70’s is taken only to 1775 since the Revolu- 
tionary period begins in that year. The number will be smaller 
consequently but for purposes of comparison the decade as far as 
1775 will be given. In 1770 the following persons with Irish names 
were married: Ann Collahan, John Condon, Samuel Condon, John 
Doyle, Martha Fitzgerald, Timothy Flourthy, Barbary Murphy, 
George Mahony, Thomas Murphey, Michael Ryan, Margaret Sul- 
livan and Willian Sweeny.**! A decrease took place in 1771. James 
Butler was married to Margaret Fitzgerald. In the same year 
Sarah Burk, Sarah Flanagan, Patrick Fleiming, David Linch, 
Nicholas Murphy, William Murphy and Catharine Ryan were 
married to non-Irish parties.?°? There was a gain in 1722. Patrick 
Herrin was married to Sarah Ryan and John Leary joined Cath- 
erine I*oley in marriage. Others married in the same year were 
John Boyles, Michael Burk, Mary Doyle, Thomas Dugan, Patrick 
Dunn, Mary Flinn, Margaret Hearnes and Jeremiah Hurley.’ 
In 1773 a large increase was recognized. John Callahan was mar- 
ried to Mary Macnamara, Daniel Hickey to Uslier Raden, Josiah 
Hurley to Elizabeth McClelan and Nicholas Murphy to Sarah 
Leamon. In the same year Mitchel Conner, James Fitzgerald, 
Thomas Flinn, William Hurley, Patrick Kinney, Mary Madden, 
Luke Maccarty, Nabby Mulligan, Ann Roach and Daniel Rourke 
were also married but to persons not of Irish origin.*°* A decrease 
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made the last year of the period a rather weak one in numbers. 
Persons with Irish names who married in 1774 were a Captain 
John Callahan, Richard Condon, Mrs. Margaret Connell, Sarah 
Dunnaven, Dennis Flin, Michael Flinn, Lydia Hurley, Thomas 
Madden, Michael Molloney, and Mary Roch.?® Seven of the mar- 
riages had both parties from Irish stock, a decrease of sixteen 
under the number of similar marriages for the decade 1760-1770. 
There were sixty-one Irish names, a reduction of forty-five under 
the number for the years 1760-1770. 


TABLE IV. 
NUMBER OF IRISH AND MIxEp MARRIAGES IN Boston, 1700-1774. 
Years Irish Marriages Mixed Marriages Total 
1700-1710 0 15 15 
1710-1720 4 29 33 
1720-1730 11 20 31 
1730-1740 13 59 ad 2 
1740-1750 44 59 103 
1750-1760 a3 83 106 
1760-1770 23 60 83 
1770-1775 7 47 54 
125 372 497 
Tasce Ve" 


Number or IrtSH AND Mrxep Marrtaces IN Boston, 1700-1774. 


Years Irish Marriages Mixed Marriages 
“1700-1710 .000 1.000 
1710-1720 122 878 
1720-1730 pls 645 
1730-1740 181 819 
1740-1750 428 572 ‘ 
1750-1760 PAE 783 
1760-1770 .278 Jae 
1770-1775 130 .870 
Average 258 748 


A brief explanation of tables IV, V and VI will indicate their 
importance. The term “Irish Marriage’ means a marriage to 
which both parties were Irish. The term “Mixed Marriage” means 
a marriage to which only one of the parties was Irish. Table IV 
shows the peak period in Irish marriages to be 1740-1750, when 
forty-four were recorded. In the years 1750-1760 mixed marriages 
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TABLERVL. 


NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF IRISH MALES AND FEMALES IN BOSTON 
Marrraces, 1700-1774. 


Number Number 
Years of Percentage of Percentage Total 
Males Females 
1700-1710 8 538 ii 467 15 
1710-1720 26 702 ll 298 37 
1720-1730 29 .690 13 310 42 
1730-1740 54 635 31 relaiee | 85 
1740-1750 89 605 58 .395 147 
1750-1760 he) 580 54 .420 129 
1760-1770 51 ASI 55 519 10Q. < 
1770-1774 38 .622 23 378 61 
370 Average .595 252 Average .405 622 


rose to eighty-three. This period also shows the highest total num- 
ber of marriages, one hundred and six. The mixed marriages 
always form more than one-half of the total marriages, reaching 
the very high percentages of 1.000, .878 and .87 in the periods 
1700-1710, 1720-1730 and 1770-1775, respectively. Table V is 
simply a restatement of Table IV in percentage form. Table VI 
shows, e.g., both numerically and in percentages the gradual 
growth of the Irish female in Boston. From 1710 to 1770 there is 
a noticeable rise in the proportion of Irish females to the total num- 
ber of Irish persons. The average for the years 1700-1774, namely 
59.5 indicates, however, that the male was still holding the advan- 
tage in numerical superiority. The table also records the number 
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Numpber or IRISH IN IRISH AND MIXED MARRIAGES. 


Years Trish Marriages Mixed Marriages Total 
1700-1710 0 1) 15 
1710-1720 8 29 37 
1720-1730 22 20 42 
1730-1740 26 59 85 
1740-1750 88 59 147 
1750-1760 46 83 129 
1760-1770 46 60 106 
1770-1775 14 47 61 


250 372 622 
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TaBLe VIII.™ 
IrtsH PopuLation Growru IN Boston, 1680-1770. 

Years Irish Total Percentage of Irish 
1680" 65 4500 012 
1690 76 7000 010 
1700 81 6700 012 
1710 96 9000 010 
1720 3606 11000 .033 
1730 389 13000 029 
1740 468 17000 027 
1750 687 15731 043 
1760 699 15631 O44 

13468 15520 (83 § 


of persons who were parties to marriage. The lowest figure is tor 
the period 1700-1710 when only fiiteen persons were married and 
the highest figure is for 1740-1750 when one hundred and forty- 
seven were married. This represents a growth of 8.8 per cent. for 
the period 1710-1750. 


NuMericaL GrowtH oF IRISH SKILLED AND UNSKILLED LABor IN Boston, 


Baker 
Weaver 
Cooper 
Nailer 
Shoemaker 
Joiner 
Seaman 
Fisherman 
Clockmaker 
Blacksmith 
Sailmaker 
Carpenter 
Tailor 
Dyer 


1700 
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Percentage 
of Increase 
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Laborer 


Total 
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TABLE IX. 
1700-1774. 
Skilled 
1774 Total 
1 1 
3 3 
8 8 
1 1 
7, 7 
1 1 
44 46 
67 67 
1 1 
3 3 
2 2 
2 2 
3 5 
1 1 
172 174 
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Table VII shows that the number of Irish in mixed marriages 
was always larger than in Irish marriages except during 1720- 
1730 and 1740-1750 when the reverse was the case. The average 
per cent of Irish who entered Irish marriages was .401 while the 
percentage for mixed marriages was .599, 

In summarizing the numerical growth of the Irish in Boston up 
to 1774 the topic will be presented first in tabular form in order 
to show its importance. 

The percentage of Irish growth for the whole period 1680-1770 
was 20.045 while the total population growth was only 2.449 per 
cent, 

A second phase illustrating the growth of the Irish concerns 
their occupational status. The initial year chosen is 1700 for the 
preceding years are almost negligible. 


TABLE X, 


NUMERICAL GROWTH OF IRISH IN Domestic, BusINEsS, PROFESSIONAL, 
AGRICULTURAL AND MILITARY Groups IN Boston, 1770-1774. 


i ‘6 Percentage 
1700 1774 Total a 
Domestic 
Servant 70 202 272 1.885 
Coachman 0 1 1 000 
Total 70 203 273 1.900 
Business 
Merchant 1 41 42 40.000 
Trader 0 9 .000 
Bookkeeper 0 .000 
Clerk 0 1 1 000 
Total “pal 53 54 53.000 
Professional 
Attorney 1 1 2, 100.000 
Teacher 1 7 8 600.000 
Clergyman 2 4 bn 100.000 
Physician 0 3 3 000 
Gentleman 0) 1 1 .000 
Legaladministrator 1 1 2 100.000 
Total 5 16 22 2.200 
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TABLE X (Continued). 


1700 1774 Total Ysa le 
Agricultural 
Farmer 0 § 5 .000 
Total 0 5 5 .000 
Military 
Soldier 0 10 10 .000 
Marine 0 2 .000 
Ensign 0 l 1 000 
Total 0 13 13 000 | 
Grand Total 76 291 367 2.960 
Unskilled 2 172 174 85.000 
Skilled and Un- 
skilled Total 78 463 541 5.064 
REFERENCES 


CHAPTER I 


*In determining Irish identity the following methods were used. In 
cases of positive Irish extraction where the birthplace or nationality was 
indicated, no trouble was encountered except among the names of Scotch- 
men and Englishmen who had settled in Ireland. When possible these per- 
sons have been removed from the list of “pure” Irish. Passengers of ships 
coming from Ireland were usually regarded as Irish; yet here an obstacle 
was met because the racial complexion of the passenger list was sometimes 
considerably changed by stops made in England, Newfoundland, and Nova 
Scotia, before Massachusetts, the final destination was reached. The great- 
est problem, however, was to determine Celtic origin from names of Irish 
extraction. In some instances persons bearing common Irish names gave as 
their place of birth, England, Scotland, France, the English colonies, in- 
cluding Massachusetts, and other places. Critics may say that guess work 
alone regulates the selection of Irish names. Recent research workers, after 
other methods have failed, are more and more placing a high value on 
family names as a means of obtaining the racial origin of the persons con- 
cerned. Samuel Philson of the graduate department of the University of 
Pittsburgh has recently done research among English names in colonial 
Pennsylvania with this last method as the chief means. Alfred P. James 
and Samuel P. Orth have also used this same method in their respective 
fields. The extreme use of this technique is highly dangerous. M. J. 
O’Brien and other Irish-American historians have over-emphasized the 
“name” origin, The author has employed the method in a conservative 
spirit but has used as references, B. J. Clinch’s article in the American 
Catholic Quarterly Review, 31, pp. 81-91, “Irish Names and Their 
Changes,” Bernard Burke’s A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the 
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Landed Gentry of Ireland in addition to the author’s own knowledge of 
Irish names based on original family lists, genealogical tables and con- 
temporary Irish agnomens in Massachusetts. 

* Bradford’s History of Plymouth Plantation, 1606-1646, pp. 407-409, lists 
the names, Jasper More, Richard More and Ellen More, three children 
without parents, Joseph Mullins with wife and two children and William 
Trevore, a seaman. C. Halliday, “St. Patrick’s Folk in America,” Catholic 
World, cx, p. 788, declares that Christopher Martin and William Mullens 
were from Ireland. J. Haltigan, The Irish in the American Revolution, p. 
51, agrees with Halliday. 

*T. McGee, A History of the Irish Settlers in North America, p. 36. 

*W. T. Davis, History of the Town of Plymouth, p. 27. S. Drake, His- 
tory of Boston, p. 36, mentions only Coner. 

°F. S. Baldwin, “What Ireland Has Done for America,” New England 
Magazine, xxiv, p. 75. 

* History of the Town of Hingham, u1, p. 47. 

*Plymouth Colony Records, G. F. O’Dwyer in “Trish in Ipswich, 1630- 
1700,” Catholic World, cxv, pp. 810, 811, asserts that this Hibernian was a 
resident of Ipswich but offers no historical evidence in support of his 
statement. 

* Publications of Colomal Society of Massachusetts, xu, p. 261. 

*Ibid., xxu1, p. 186. 

WEIL, SHI, Do cod, 

PARAS XXL, Do.2/ 3 

* A notable exception to the Pilgrim practice of intolerance was the 
warm reception accorded to Francis Le Baron, who was taken from a ship- 
wrecked French privateer in 1694. He was a Catholic physician having on 
his breast at all times a Catholic medal. The Plymouth settlers were so 
anxious to have him that they petitioned Boston, asking that he be allowed 
to remain among them and practice his profession. New England Historic 
and Genealogical Register, xxv, pp. 180-181. 

* J. Haltigan, The Irish in the American Revolution, pp. 295, 296. 

* Supra, p. 2. 

*® New England Historic and Genealogical Register, 1, pp. 193-195. 

* Winthrop, History of New England, 1, p. 148. 

™ New England Historic and Genealogical Register, 1x, pp. 35, 36. 

* Winthrop, op. cit., 11, p. 265. 

*” New England Historic and Genealogical Register, 1x, pp. 35, 36. 

© [bid.,, XL; p./270. 

7 Tbid., XL, p. 270. 

* Tbid., XL, p. 270. 

* Winthrop, op. cit., 1, p. 148. Clemens, in Marriage Records Before 
1699... gives January 10, 1651, as the marriage date. 

* Records of the Governor and Company of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England aw Rati pwd 13: 

* Ibid., 1, p. 368. 

ibid. t, p-115. 

= Ibid; 2, p..153. 
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* lbid,, %p. 315, 

*'lbid.,.U,.p. 291. 

” His will dated August 3, 1658, mentions a nephew, John Cogan, as one 
of the beneficiaries. 

* New England Historic and PPAR EL Register, 1x, pp. 35, 36. 

2 Tbid.,.x, p. 175. 

*” The Irish in American Revolution, p. 295. 

* See pages 5-8. 

*® «St. Patrick’s Folk in America,” Catholic World, cx, p. 788. 
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“Young, Chronicles of Massachusetts, p. 261. 
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™ Clemens, American Marriage Records Before 1699, p. 133. 
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 Ibid., p. 135. 
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® Tbid., p. 350. 

™ Thid., p. 349. 

™ New England Historic and Genealogical Register, xvt, p. 85. 

™ Clemens, American Marriages Before 1699, p. 147. 

™ Shelburne Papers, MSS, Lxvi, pp. 513-528. 

™ Tbid., LXv1, pp. 529, 530. 

™ The Irish in the American Revolution, pp. 293, 294. 

™ Shelburne Papers, MSS, Lxt, p. 115. Ibid., rvur, pp. 349, 350. 

™ “Diary of Cotton Mather,” A/assachusetts Historical Collection, vutt, 
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87) Haltigan, The Irish in the American Revolution, p. 297. 
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™ Massachusetts Historical Collections, LXxv, p. 181. 
™8 New England Historic and Genealogical Register, x11, p. 42. 
™ Proceedings of Massachusetts Historical Society, xuiv, p. 544. 
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* The American Historical Review, ui, p. 22. 
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Volume of Records: Boston Marriages; 1752-1809, pp. 691, 692, 697- 
700. 

™ Volume of Records: Early History of Boston: Miscellaneous Papers, 
p. 243. 

™ “Broadsides, Ballads, Etc.,” Massachusetts Historical Collections, LXXv, 
p. 139. 

™ Volume of Records: Boston Marriages, 1752-1809, p. 369. 

™ Volume of Records: Early History of Boston: Miscellaneous Papers, 
p. 244. 

* Tbid., p. 244. 

*° New England Historic and Genealogical Register, xt, p. 224. 

“ Thid., x1, pp. 307-309. 

* Ibid., xxx, p. 460. 
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pp. 245-254. 

*” Ibid., pp. 254-263. 

*" The Irish in the American Revolution, pp. 298-299, 
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*$ Ibid., pp. 275-290. 
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** Ibid., pp. 302-317. 
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** Proceedings of Massachusetts Historical Socio KVP piabsos 

™ Drake, History of Boston, p. 782. 
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209, 210, 211, 213, 230, 231, 232, 233. 
214, 217, 233, 234, 235. 

238, 240, 269, 270, 271. 

245, 260, 272, 333. 

252, 253, 274, 276, 340. 

241, 248, 278, 279, 280, 334. 
243, 280, 281. 

245, 253, 282, 283, 284, 285, 335. 
248, 254, 285, 286, 287, 336, 347. 
289, 290, 343. 

244, 254, 291, 292, 293, 344. 
247, 252, 294, 295, 296. 

257, 297, 299. 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 332, 353. 

5, 6, 9, 393. 

9-13, 354, 393. 

14, 15, 17, 18. 

18-22, 395. 

22, 24-27, 333. 

27-30, 396. 

31-34. 

35-38. 

39-42, 45, 51, 53, 60. 

46, 53, 359, 398, 420. 

49, 328, 334, 360, 431. 

360, 423. 

51, 304, 361, 398, 424. 

52, 289, 335, 348, 361. 

348, 362, 426, 427. 

62, 63, 362, 363, 399. 

45, 48, 49, 54, 57, 336, 349, 363, 400, 428, 429. 


1 Thid. pp. 55, 63, 92, 109, 337, 363, 429, 430. 
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89, 337, 430, 431. 

48, 364, 365, 401, 431, 432. 

72, 330, 338, 365, 372, 402, 433, 434. 
72, 87, 339, 402, 434-436. 


7“ The materials for Tables 1v, v, and vr are found in Volume of Rec- 


ords: Early History of Boston: Marriages, 1752-1809. 

*7 Materials furnished from passenger lists, marriage records, notarial 
records and other primary sources are listed in the bibliography. 

*S New England Historic and Genealogical Register, Xx1x, p. 55. Massa- 
chusetts Historical Collection, xxvut, p. 337. Governor Simon Bradstreet 
said that there were about one hundred and twenty negroes in Massa- 
chusetts in 1680, “‘as many Scots... and about halfe so many Irish, brought 
hither at severall times as servants.” Other records prove this figure to be 
very conservative and show that more than this number were in Boston 
alone. 
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CRAP TER’ TI 


NORTHEASTERN AND SOUTHEASTERN 
MASSACHUSETTS 


1. NORTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 

This section of Massachusetts very early made itself a center 
of Irish settlement approaching in importance in this respect to 
Boston. I*or convenience sake the towns are taken in alphabetical 
order. 

Amesbury had a fair percentage of Irish before 1775. The 
Kelly family seemed to have made the town its home. Members 
of this family are met with in the list of births in the vital records. 
The names with the date of birth in parentheses include Stephen 
Kealey (1740), Elissabeth Kealy (1735) and Stephen Keley 
(1732). The name Kelley appears after the following: Amasa 
(1765), Anna (1755), Deborah (1743), Easter (1743), Ebenezer 
(1745), Elizabeth (1757), Elizabeth (1728), Enoch (1764), Es- 
ther (1735), Hannah (1734), John (1739), John (1763), Jona- 
than (1736), Judeth (1738), Judith (1761), Judith (1775), Louis 
(1762), Lydia (1740), Marcy (1738), Martha (1752), Mary 
(1730), Mary (1739), Mary (1742), Mary (1743), Moses 
(1748), Nehemiah (1760), Richard (1727), Richard (1734), 
Richard (1750), Ruth (1740), Samuel (1748), Sarah (1743), 
Sarah (1762), Timothy (1761), and William (1725). The name 
Kelly was associated with these first names: Abigail (1740), 
Anthony (1752), Daniel (1747), Abigal (1766), Sarah (1766), 
Anne (1771), Caleb (1769), Ebenezer (1768), Hannah (1768), 
Haster (1766), Jacob (1772), Molly (1778), Moses (1767), 
Nathan (1766), and Richard (1774). Kelley was again added in 
Betty (1765), Ebenezer (1768), Eunice (1773), Israel (1775), 
Molly (1769), Richard (1770), Ruth (1764), and Simeon (1770). 
Kelly again appeared after Elizabeth (1743), Hannah (1754), 
Jacob (1750), John (1736), Lydia (1758), Marcy (1737), Mary 
(1741), Mercy (1756), Micajah (1761), Moses (1745), Nehemiah 
(1751), Rebeco (1722), Richard (1750), Richard (1758), Ste- 


il AATIAHD . os a . 
YAATZAAATUO2 AMA (teh TION af 
OTTHRUHASRAM = +> agi eee 


arra2uHoazea carresneialll B J 


x, = 
y9tago. 6 Hoeelt oben: yas yoy atoeintnaesM. to noitooe eistT 
m Jguqest etd mi sons toqril a gerdoaingege snornoltiae deitk to 
icvitedadyle ai nade) 926 ariwos off oven ONS ITSV EOD a aarngyti 


aft CNN stated deitl to syetneoteq tig 6 bad 
srodrrath .srtor ati ewot oly shor aver of horwea Y 
ab16391 si ty ont et adtcid to tan orld ut eltiw tom ova vliexat eid? to 
madre sbufoni esevftnereg mi ritid to otnb orit ttiw geome od 
pis A namaste bas (eé\h) ylsezl drodseeill (OPN) yotnoAl 
seniths vyntiwolloi sit rors exssqqs yollsA omen sat -¢ af 
raxoqad) , (ERR) astesd .(CPSE) diode ARENT) TA (2a 
(BOR) dooast (SNE) dtodssilel (NESS) ssdasil 
pet (EOL) arfok CERF) aol ,CREND) denne (CERT) © 
aiuo.t (2X3!) iby], 1O8t) dial (888) dfobuT, . (08 
eusth (S81) sedis , (BEND) yore CORNED ] | 
eaeoM (FERRE) wie (SEXD) asl (ERT) * ‘us . x 
(PENT) bracts (SSN) basil COORD) | | ; 
(EPRL) dors2 . (BIND) Pouce ,CORRT dw (ORR) bratil 
oma sdT .( 2805). esi bas ,¢fOXP) ydsoriT (SON) 4 
(OPSL) lingidA ;2oupa Jari seat dliw betkisoees enw 4 
(GOV) thers ,(DOTW) legidA CW) loins (SECT) ye 
(BRT) dosaskl .C688!) r9s0n9deF (CORE) dels 
{VOU) eo20M (BU) vito, (S880) dose], (QOT1) retest ‘ 
ni hebbs siege env yilot ORT) ag ea (QTL) matte 
C2N8L) Fomrel CONN) oniuSl (28 nod , (2 
LORS) noseni2. ‘bots (POSE) Mut (0 
(REND) detent (ERNE) - 
welt (XEXT) 
dniniatloW4, (aPRE 
912 (BPR) 


NORTHEASTERN AND SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 63 


phen (1754), and Stephen (1764). There were seventy-eight Kel- 
lys born in Amesbury before the Revolution broke out. Persons 
of Irish extraction who were married during this period, the mar- 
riage dates being indicated were Dorothy Conner (1721),! Mary 
Conner (1727),? John Hayes (1754)* and Elisebeth Conner 
(1758).* The provincial census of 1765 listed the town’s popula- 
tion at 1,567.5 Eighty-two of this number or a percentage of .052 
were of Irish origin. 

The Irish element in Andover was not so strong. In-1719 a 
group of Irish immigrants remained in the town for a few days 
for a rest on their way to make a settlement at Londonderry. Tra- 
dition claims that they introduced the potato into the town.® On 
October 6, 1735, James, a son of James and Sarah Cochren, was 
born.* Abijah Conner, a son of Ann, was born August 7, 1743.8 
A John MacCartney was born September 16, 1744.° November 12, 
1749, Mary McGloghlan was baptized.'® In 1752 Josiah Cogin was 
married to a non-Irish party.1! In 1754 James Burch’ and in 1759 
John Kelly were married* A James Burch was born January 
17, 1755.4 On October 16, 1763, were born a set of twins, John 
and Margaret Malcoy.*® On December 15, 1774, there took place 
the marriage of Jonathan Lary.?® There were sixteen Irish persons 
in Andover out of a population of 2,442 in 1765, a percentage of 
.006,"7 

Bedford was the home of the Maxwell family, the first repre- 
sentative of which was Hugh, who came to Bedford from Ireland 
in 1732. He died on March 19, 1759, after a fall from his horse,}® 
leaving seven children, all of whom lived to a great age save Hugh, 
who reached at death his sixty-seventh year. The others and their 
ages at death were William, ninety-five; Margaret, ninety-nine; 
Sarah, ninety; Benjamin, ninety-two; James, eighty-three; and 
Thompson, ninety-three. Thompson fought in 1761 in the French 
and Indian War and was a participant in the Boston Tea Party.’® 

In Beverly births of persons of Irish extraction include those 
of Elizabeth Linch (1715), Eugean Linch (1718), Martha Lynch 
(1721), Mary Lynch (1729), Jonathan Lynch (1734), James 
Cavenaugh (1762), Mary Hurley (1763), Josiah Coggin (1765), 
Hannah Hurley (1765), Cathron Hurley (1767), Mary Hurley 
(1769), James Hurly (1771) and William Hurly (1773).?° Per- 
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James Cavennigh (1760), Henry Coggan (1764), Hannah Huges 
(1728), James Hurley (1763), Lucy Cavennaigh (1765). In 1740 
Edward Fitsgerald was married to Elizabeth Lynch.” In 1723 an 
Elizabeth Mahony died.*? John Mullins, age seventy-five, died on 
May 21, 1755.28 The census of 176574 enumerated 2,164 persons, 
of whom only nineteen or a percentage of .008 were Irish. 

Billerica had even fewer Irish residents than Beverly before 
1775. A Connery family, which included John, Lydia, John, Sarah 
and Lydia, was in the town in 1761.?° A James Donaly was born 
in 1753 and a Mary Donaly in 1748.*° Perhaps the first Irishman in 
Billerica was James Butler, Sr., an “Irishman” whose death oc- 
curred in 1681.27 In 1765 out of a population of 1,334** only eleven 
or a percentage of .0O8 were of Irish origin. The small town of 
Bradford had only one Irishman out of 1,125 inhabitants,?® a John 
Kelley who was married to Lydia Ames in 1715.%° 

The following Irish persons were born in Danvers before 1775: 
Elizabeth Carril (1760), Abigail Dempsey (1754), Abraham 
Dempcey (1756), Elisabeth Dempsey (1734), Hannah (1731), 
Isaac (1728), Lydia (1741) and Margret Dempcey (1725) ; Ja- 
cob (1752), Jacob (1757), William (1763), and William Demp- 
sey (1765); William (1759), John (1762) and George Kalley 
(1763).*1 Other births were Margaret Carrol (1768); Isaac 
(1767), Hannah (1768) and Francis Dempsey (1772) ; Bartholo- 
mew (1771) and Hannah Dempsey (1773); Ruth (1766), Sarah 


? 


(1769) and Nanne Kalley (1771); John (1772) and Peter Kally - 


(1774) .°* A report of the Poor Department of Danvers, April 13, 
1767, states that “Elizabeth Moar, a poor child was entrusted to 
Israel Cheever for one year to Ceep from the 13th of April, 1767, 
at 6, 18, 8.83 In the French and Indian War, 1756-1763, Patrick 
Carrell and Philip Legrow saw service as soldiers.** In 1765 thir- 
ty-four Irish persons were enrolled out of a total population of 
2,133,°° a percentage of .015. 

Isssex County had many Irishmen even before 1700. In 1666 
there was a Cornelius Conner, a servant of Richard Goodale. A 
record of 1672 places his age at thirty-five in that year. Another 
Conner, his first name Henry, was seventeen years old in 1669.*° 
William Conner was listed in 1669%" as one of the early settlers. A 
very interesting case was the escape of Hector Macknob and John 
Mackallester from the bark Swallow, from Belfast, Ireland, Au- 
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gust 11, 1715. Archeball Hamelton and Captain James Comerford, 
commander of the vessel, protested in a sworn statement on Oc- 
tober 2, 1715, that these two men “‘apprentices or servants of Wil- 
liam Bell, were taken as sailors for a voyage to New England, 
Bilboa and back to Ireland, but on August 11, Sabath they de- 
serted . . . they could not find them.’’** On February 7, 1717, an 
indentureship was contracted between Ebenezer Slingsby and Wil- 
liam Gibb to last “four years,” one of the witnesses to the docu- 
ment being Anthony Barkey Lill of Dublin.*® Later, another Irish- 
man, Dennis Murphy, served in Colonel Ichabod Plaisted’s regi- 
ment in the last French and Indian War (1755-1761) .*° All of the 
above names are associated with the general history of Essex 
County. The exact place of residence of the persons named is un- 
known. 

Vital records show a considerable Irish element in Gloucester 
before the Revolution. The following names of persons born there 
before 1775 suggest an Irish flavor: Jean Bradey (1732), Benja- 
min Bradey (1759), Daniel Calighan (1757), William Callaghan 
(1755), Abraham Callighan (1756), George Collighan (1756), 
Abigail Cunningham (1759), Betty Cunningham (1758), Thank- 
ful Cunningham (1761), Eunice Donahew (1763), John Dona- 
hew (1764), Elizabeth Dorathy (1757), David Dorathy (1759) ; 
Joseph (1755), Mary (1755), Robert (1759) and Sarah Dorathy 
(1759); Daniel Dougharty (1761), David Dougharty (1765), 
Daniel Doyl (1739), Daniel Doyl (1765), Felix Doyl (1737), 
Mary Doyl (1747), Samuel Doyl (1742), Samuel Doy! (1745), 
Abigail (1725) and Mary Fleming (1723), Mary Flinn (1719), 
Samuel O’Macafee (1728), Michael Tool (1765), Lydia Callag- 
han (1773), Robert Callaghan (1774), Timothy Cassaday (1774), 
Philomon Caswaday (1773), Susanna Caswaday (1770), Job 
Cunningham (1771), John Cunningham (1770), Nehemiah 
Cunningham (1774), Sarah Cunningham (1766), Betty Cunning- 
ham (1768), Catharine Donahew (1770), David (1767), Lydia 
(1772) and William Donahew (1774), Molley Daugharty (1768), 
Charles Doyl (1769), John Doyl (1772), Samuel Doyle (1775), 
Sarah Doyle (1767), Cattern Dunnahue (1775), Eunice Donna- 
hue (1775), John Dunnahue (1775), Lydia Donnahue (1775), 
Maratha Flannaghan (1768), Michael Flannaghan (1770), 
Charles (1767), John (1769), and Lydia Fleming (1771) ; James 
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Kelley (1767), Abigail (1770) and William Kelly (1772), Molly 
Kogins (1767), Susanna (1769) and Susan Murphy (1772), 
Daniel (1770) and Judith Ryon (1771) ; James (1773) and Mary 
Tool (1768), Martha Tuelo (1771), Betty Whalan (1775) and 
Michael Whalon (1775).*' Irish persons named in Gloucester 
marriage records include Jane Drady (1733), Michael Cochran 
(1757), Catherine Connelly (1744), Miles Connor (1756), Anna 
Cunningham (1742), John Cunningham (1757), John Cunning- 
ham (1765), Mary Cunningham (1741), Mary Daugherty (1765) 
and Dennis Donahew (1745). Mary Doyle was married to Mat- 
thew Ryan in 1752 and Jennit Flammang to James Macoy in 1732. 
Other Irish names on the marriage rolls are John Finisee (1753), 
Mary Flinn (1720), Mary Flinn (1739), Gilbert Logan (1756), 
Dennis McCarty (1757), Mrs. Esther McCarty (1720), Ambrose 
Ryan (1744), and Matthew Ryan (1750). In 1752 Matthew Ryan 
and Mary Doyl were joined in marriage. Other parties to marriage 
were Patrick Candelea (1771), Timothy Crowley (1766), David 
Cunningham (1766), Timothy Donnihie (1769), Susanna Dris- 
call (1769), Elias Driscall (1768), Michael: Flannaghan (1769), 
Abigail Gallichan (1766), Patrick Hogan (1766), John Keily 
(1768), Patrick Ryan (1769), Sarah Ryan (1722) and Ambros 
Ryan (1772). Sara Doyl and John Burns were married in 1769 
and Benjamin Connor and Peggy Griffin in 1733.4? 

In 1765 Gloucester had a population of 3,763.4 Seventy-seven 
Irishmen and women were living in the town in that year repre- 
senting a percentage of .024. 

Haverhill early was settled by Irish immigrants. McGee calls 
attention to the Eagle Wing which attempted to bring one hun- 
dred and forty passengers from Carrickfergus to the vicinity of 
Haverhill in 1636. Poor weather forced the group back.** These 
immigrants were of Celtic stock, transplanted from Ireland to 
Scotland. In 1660 one Robert Clements was paid through the court 
for “his voyage to England and Ireland in taking over his brother, 
John Clements’ wife and children,”** These were the first Irish 
people who came to Haverhill. 

In the next century a dispute arose between the settlers in Hav- 
erhill and the Irish inhabitants of Londonderry. In December, 
1720, the commoners of Haverhill learned that the Irish were set- 
tling on some of the fourth division lots. In 1722 the Irish inhabi- 
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tants of Londonderry made special application to New Hampshire 
for more land especially in the vicinity of Haverhill. In the same 
year a committee chosen by the Massachusetts General Court to 
investigate the matter reported that some Irish people claimed 
land down to the Merrimac river and Amoskeag Falls. The case 
was taken to England while Massachusetts remonstrated with the 
General Court of New Hampshire. But it was to no avail for the 
Irish still continued to move in and settle. In 1735 force was used. 
In April of that year two brothers, George and John Carlton, of 
Bradford, petitioned the proprietors of Haverhill for remunera- 
tion for the services of themselves and their teams, The Carltons 
together with the constable had been driving off trespassers on that 
part of the Haverhill common beyond the Island Pond. In 1741 a 
decree of the king established a formal boundary line but the dis- 
turbances continued. Sometimes parties came from Haverhill with 
the avowed purpose of driving away the new settlers. On one oc- 
casion a large party led by a certain Harriman demanded that the 
new settlers either pay for their lands or leave the territory. The 
day chosen for rendering the decision was Friday, a day of deep 
religious observance for the Presbyterian Irish, who were as- 
sembled in the open engaged in worship in preparatory to receiv- 
ing Communion on the following Sabbath. The sight moved the 
Haverhill men to change their plans and go back home. Sometimes 
an individual would be taken and kept a prisoner for a few weeks. 
A Mr. Christie, while mowing in a meadow, was seized and car- 
ried away to Haverhill without being allowed to vell his family 
of his predicament. The next day some of his apparel was found 
in the meadow, where he had been at work. He was at length res- 
cued. The struggle continued until 1759 when the proprietors on 
both sides adjusted their differences. Thus came an end to the 
long drawn out “Border War.’’* 

Some of these Irish settlers in Haverhill were listed in the poll 
for 1741. They were spoken of as the inhabitants “North of the 
State Line.” Alexander Kelcy, Peter Christy, William, James and 
Robert Gilmore, Daniel and Heugh Mackcafee, Joseph Kelly and 
Joseph Kelly, Jr., belonged to the group.*’ According to a list of 
householders for October 1, 1798, a Joseph Kelly had property 
valued at three hundred dollars.** 

The Kelly family was relatively strong in Haverhill in this 
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period. Members with date of birth indicated were Elisabeth 
(1729), Elisabeth (1743), Joseph (1749), Mary (1740), and 
Mehetibel (1749).4° Among those who married were Abigail 
(1715), Anne (1751), Jane (1737), John (1759), Judith (1747), 
Rebekah (1757) and Richard (1753). Mary Colee was married 
twice, in 1700 and in 1718.°° A William Cochrane was married to 
Ann Gile in 1772.5! In 1765 there were thirty Irish inhabitants in 
Haverhill out of a population of 1,980, a percentage of .015. 

A town in northeastern Massachusetts always known for a cer- 
tain Irish color was Ipswich where as early as 1633 an Irish lad 
lived as a servant tending to “three wolf doggs and a bitch,” which 
were owned by John Winthrop, Jr., one of the founders.°* Cn 
June 5, 1634 this same Winthrop received a letter from John 
Clotworthy of Antrim, Ireland, who proposed the transporting 
of Irish children to Massachusetts for a term of years as in- 
dentured servants. A Mr. Lake, a Dublin merchant, became inter- 
ested in the proposal. The proposition was favorably received for 
Winthrop arrived in Ireland in 1635 and three years later a ship- 
load of Irish persons left the port of Carrickfergus for New 
England. Many of these immigrants eventually found their way 
to Ipswich, though most of them settled in Londonderry.*®* In 
1654 Philip Welch, only sixteen years old, arrived in Ipswich. He 
came from northern Ireland in the ship Goodfellow of which 
George Dell was master. On February 20, 1666 he was married to 
Hannah Haggett, the couple soon after moving to Lopefield. 
Later Welch returned to Ipswich where he died sometime after 
1685, leaving six children. These were Philip Jr., born at Ipswich 
December 27, 1668; John, at Topsfield, November 27, 1670; 
David, August 27, 1672; Samuel, in 1675; Hannah, in 1680 and 
Moses, at Ipswich November 25, 1685, William Prescott, geolo- 
gist, affirms that there were probably other children. More than 
eighty-five descendants of Philip Welch were counted in New 
England during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. This 
enumeration, however, is incomplete. Further investigation will 
probably reveal a larger number.®* John Luttle, a resident of Ips- 
wich, died in Ireland about 1656 or 1657 leaving no will; hence 
a preliminary disposition of his property was made on September 
27, 1659 and a final one on January 29, 1660.°° 

In 1661 Deputy Governor Symonds of the Argilla farm had 
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two Irish servants, William Downing and Philip Welsh, whom 
he prosecuted before the Court for refusing further service. John 
Ring, who came to own Ring’s Ireland, near the Argilla Road, 
made the following deposition: 


This deponent saith that he with divers others were stolen in Ireland by 
some of ye English soldiers in ye night out of theyre bedd and brought 
to Mr. Dill’s ship, where the boate lay ready to receive them and in the 
same way as they went some others they tooke with them against their 
consents and brought them abroad ye said ship where there were divers 
others of their countrymen weeping and crying because they were stollen 
from theyr friends they all declaring the same and amongst the rest were 
these two men, William Downeing and Philip Welsh and there they were 
kept until upon a Lord’s morning ye master set saile and left some of his 

water and vessels behind for hast as I understood. 


John Downing declared that Downing and Welsh “with several 
of our countrymen” were stolen by the shipmaster. George Dell, 
master of the ship certified that he “sould to Mr. Sam. Symonds 
two of the Irish youths and brought over by order of the State 
of England, the name of one of them is Philip Dalton, the other 
IXdward Welch for nine years for six and twenty pounds.” The 
servants said in reference to the contract “what agreement was 
made between Mr. Symonds and ye said Master was never acted 
by our consent or knowledge yet notwithstanding we have en- 
deavored to do him ye but service we could these seven compleat 
years which is three years more than ye . . . use to sell y" for 
at Barbados, w® they are stollen.in England, and for our service 
we have no calling nor wages but meat and clothes. Now seven 
years service being so much as is practiced in old England and 
thought meet in this place we being both apove 21 yeares of age, 
We hope this honored Court and Jury will seriously consider our 
conditions.” Naomy Hull, another servant of the Deputy Gover- 
nor, testified to the dramatic way in which Philip announced “they 
being come into the parlor to prayer” in the evening, “We will 
work with or for you no longer.” What decision was given is 
but a record. Later in 1678, Philip Welch joined Edmund Dear 
and William Darford in a Petition to the Salem Court regarding 
a verbal will of Robert Darton, an Irishman, who had left twenty- 
five pounds in the hands of John Ring when he left the country, 
“and ordered it so that if he came not here within the space of 
three years, then he willed the said summs with the use thereof to 
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four of his countrymen namely Edward Dear, William Danford, 
Philp Walsh and John Ring, and that party of the four that was 
in most need at the three years end, he was to have ye bigest 
share.” Edward Nealand and Elizabeth Dear also agreed with the 
sentiment expressed in the petition.®7 

Earler in 1661, Daniel Grazier and John Morrill, Irishmen, 
came to Ipswich. The Selectmen complained against them, stating 
that they persisted in remaining though “they [the Selectmen] 
were not willing to have them as inhabitants.’*’ Later in the 
same year Grazier was before the Court for the non-performance 
of a contract with Richard Dummer. In 1064 he was sued for 
debt while in 1667 he gave bond for his removal and promised 
never to come within ten miles of the town, and to submit to 
examination at Ipswich Court for all his misdemeanors.®* A John 
Barry was resident in 1678.°° In 1669 he purchased a lot from 
William Buckley.’ Another Irish resident of Ipswich in 1678 was 
Thomas Kellin. By 1678 there were at least seven Irishmen in the 
town out of two hundred and twenty residents, a percentage of 
S27 

The eighteenth century brought more Irishmen to Ipswich. On 
November 24, 1736 protest was made by Edward McCormick, a 
mariner, formerly of Belfast, Ireland, and now a resident of 
Ipswich, and James McCrelas of Ipswich, that Joseph Smith of 
Ipswich, a shipwright, had not delivered to them the ship the 
Snow, On May 9, 1737 the vessel was not yet ready. A complete 
description which is extant shows that the ship to have been a 
large and substantial one.°*? The second day of the following 
month witnessed the marriage of Dr. Hugh Agan of Andover to 
Elizabeth Giddings of Chebacco.** An interesting case was the 
running away of John Fitz-Patrick, an “Irish Boy” of fifteen 
years, from his master, Richard Rogers. He was described as a 
“short, thick, well set Iellow, pretty full of talk.’ A reward 
of three dollars and the payment of “necessary charges” were 
promised to the capturer by Rogers. Notice of the runaway ap- 
peared in the Boston Evening Post for November 2, 1753.% In 
the original list of Ipswich men who served in the last French 
and Indian War were John Berry, servant of Dr. Caleb, James 
Burch; John Fitzpatrick, Nathanial Conner, William Connery and 
William Connolly, a total of six Irishmen out of three hundred 
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names, or a percentage of .02.° Vital records furnish a few addi- 
tional data. Before 1700 a Matthew Conoway, son of Robert and 
Mary, was born (1687) ; John Barry was married to Mary Chap- 
man (1676) and Hannah Barry, wife of John Barry died 
(1676). °° 

In the eighteenth century before 1775 numerous instances of 
Irish persons appear in the records. Partrick and Joanna Ferrell 
were the parents of Richard born in 1732. The name Ferren was 
given to the following children of Partrick, Edward (1725), John 
(1726), Edward (1727), and James (1729). Richard Ferren was 
born in 1735 to Patrick and Abigail while another Richard Ferren 
was born to the same couple in 1737. Mary Maccartey, the daugh- 
ter of Michael and Priscilla, was born in 1733; Michael Mac- 
cartey, in 1724; Allice and Priscella Maccartney in 1721 and 1727 
respectively.®’ In the list of persons married are Dr. Hugh Agan 
(1737), John Barrye (1719), James Burch (1754), Deliverance 
Burk (1740), John Cunningham (1757), Robert Dougherty 
(1753), Felix Doyle (1759) and Susanna Farrin (1764). Mary 
Connaway was married to Richard Flood in 1729. In 1772 took 
place the marriage of Samuell Kelly.°* James Fitzgerald and 
Elizabeth Hogan died in 1727 and 1747 respectively.*® In the 
provincial census of 1765 there were in Ipswich 3,743 persons.7° 
Of this number one hundred and eight were Irish or a percentage 
of .028. 

Lynn even before 1700 had a fairly large number of Irish 
inhabitants. A Thadeus Brian had three daughters, Mary Bran, 
born in 1670, Elizabeth Bran, in 1673, and Mary Brian, in 1675. 
James Hay, son of Patrick was born in 1690, Mary, daughter 
of Patrick in 1686.7: In 1653 a Margaret Suleavan was married 
to Mackum Downing, recorded as a “Scot” but actually coming 
from an Irish family in Ipswich. Sarah Bran was married to a 
non-Irish party in 1694. Sarah, the wife of Thadeus Bran, died in 
1675.72 After 1700 the records show Lynn’s Irish settlement on 
the increase. In 1731 Samuel Kelley was married. Patrick Connor 
and Jean Drawford were joined in marriage in 1732. Daniel Con- 
nory married in 1763.7* John and Rachael Barry were the parents 
of James, born in 1767, and of Lucy, in 1772.%* Among the 
Irish persons married, all to non-Irish parties, were William 
Burk, “a stranger,” (1772) Elizabeth Flamen (1775) and Mary 
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Flin (1773). There were in Lynn in 1765 twenty-one Irish 
inhabitants out of a population of 2,198, a percentage of .009.*° 

Manchester, one of the smaller communities in the northeastern 
section of Massachusetts had a remarkably higher average of 
Irish residents than most towns of that group. As early as 1727 
Sarah Burch, daughter of James and Sarah, “in full communion 
with the New North in Boston,” was baptized. Other Manchester 
births were those of Mary Donaway (1760), Timothy Donaway 
(1735), Anna Donnaway (1763), James Kally (1741), James 
Killey (1760), Samuel Killey (1764) and Molle Murphe (1754). 
Sarah Kelly was married to Paul Leach in 1751. Four children 
were born of the union, Samuel (1753), Sarah (1757), Daniel 
(1761) and Robert (1763). A Margaret Killey was born in 
1766.77 The population of Manchester in 1765 was seven hundred 
and thirty-two with an Irish resident group numbering twenty- 
two, a percentage of .03."8 

The populous town of Marblehead was one of the largest 
centers of Irish settlement during the colonial period. Even before 
1700 the number of Irish settlers was not inconsiderable. A Mary 
Clattery was the mother of the following children: Hannah, Mary, 
Richard and Thomas, all baptized in 1684, Margaret, born in 
1687 and Joseph, in 1689, John and Grace Kelly were the parents 
of Elizabeth, born in 1688, Grace, in 1689, Ann, in 1694, Thomas, 
in 1696, Samuel, in 1698, and Thomas, in 1700. Timothy and 
Jean Ryan had three children, Elizabeth (1689), Susannah 
(1691) and Mary (1698).*° Only one Irish person was married 
before 1700, an Ann Murfy, who became the wife of George 
Young in 1696.°° 

After 1700 the list of the Marblehead Irish becomes a rather 
long one. Persons of this category born in the town were Eliza- 
beth Cahill (1760), Susannah Cahill (1757), Michael Canary 
(1769), Peter Clattery (1701), Daniel Duggens (1734), Eleanor 
(1731), John (1726), Fineh (1723), and Hannah Duggens 
(1719), Esther Egin (1723), Jeremiah Heagerty (1760), David 
(1745) and Jonathan Hickey (1748), Hannah Keiny (1757), John 
(1702) and Samuel Kelley (1706), Ann (1729), Hannah (1753), 
John (1725), John (1741), John (1743), John (1744), Lydia 
(1732), Michael (1739), Samuel (1733), Sara (1748), Susanna 
(1737), Sylvester (1732), Thomas (1731) and Thomas (1735), 
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Mary McHoney (1741), Anna Mehoney (1736), Elizabeth 
(1732), James (1737), John (1734), Mary (1730), William 
Mehoney (1727), Margaret Moony (1728), Mary Nugent (1734), 
Abigail (1749), Ruth (1744), and Sarah Reddain (1747), Thomas 
Rihon (1764), Mary Shilleoughty (1730) and Rebecca Shille- 
oughty (1730).8! From 1705 to 1775 the number continued to in- 
crease. Those born in this period were Peter Burke (1775), 
William Kelly (1769), George (1772) and Sarah Lynch (1774), 
Agnis (1771), Lambart (1773) and William Murphy (1770), 
James (1767), John (1769) and Samuel Ryan (1771).8? Married 
persons were also numerous, their names with dates of marriage 
being, James Brady (1731), Mathew Burk (1737), John Cahill 
(1732), John Connel (1749), John Flannaghan (1749), Mary 
Flanegan (1752), Thomas Hay (1755), Eleanor Hickey (1761), 
Patrick Hickey (1726), Thomas Hogan (1751), Ann Kelley 
(1750), Mary Kelley (1737), John Kelly (1723), Mary Kelly 
(1737), Mary Mehoney (1743), Michael Moran (1763), Edward 
Murphey (1753), Michael Rihon (1763), Peter Brian (1776), 
William Burke (1772), Daniel Cahill (1768), Daniel Callehan 
(1768), Edward Cunningham (1769), James Murphy (1774), 
Elizabeth Quin (1771), Michael Quin (1768), Robert Quin 
(1771), Daniel Ryan (1770), another Daniel Ryan (1770), and 
John Sullivan (1772).8* The marriage of William Flaherty and 
Jane Logan (1764) was the only purely Irish one of the entire pe- 
riod after 1700.54 Dr. Daniel Cahill, a medical man, married to Mrs. 
Sarah Jones in 1768, was probably the most outstanding Irish man 
of the period.®® Death records also furnish data. After 1700 the 
following Irish persons died in the town: Samuel Cogan (1714) ,8° 
and a Mrs. Cunningham,*’? wife of Edward, (1770). By 1765 one 
hundred and twenty-nine Irish residents were in Marblehead out 
of a population of 4,954,8* a percentage of .026. 

In Methuen, a strong Irish element was present especially dur- 
ing the thirties. The birth records contain the names of John 
(1735), Susanna (1738) and Joseph Kelley (1740), Elizabeth 
(1729), Langley (1760), Lucy (1762) and Phinehas Kelly 
(1764), Sarah (1730), Elizabeth (1731), Samuel (1733), Abigall 
(1733), Abiell (1735) and Abial Killey (1737), James (1728), 
Daniel (1726), Mary (1733), Anne (1735), Elizabath (1737) 
and Isbel Mallone (1741), William Mallone (1731), Mary Mal- 
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lone (1762) and Hannah Maloon (1764).8° From 1766 to 1775 
the following Irish births are recorded: Abiel (1772), John 
(1768), Katey (1770) and Molley Kelley (1774), Isaac Kelly 
(1766), James (1766), Daniel (1769), Elezebeth Mallon (1773) .” 
Married persons of Irish extraction before 1775 were John Hur- 
ley (1745), Abigall Kelley (1736), Ruth Kelley (1737), Hannah 
Kelly (1732), Mary Kelly (1731), Mehatiball Kelly (1738), Wil- 
liam Mc Carthelme (1736), and Daniel Mc Cleary (1739).®! Out 
of a population of nine hundred and thirty-three in 1765 forty- 
three or .046 per cent were Irish.® 

The little town of Middleton furnished in the French and 
Indian wars two Irish soldiers, Dennis Murphy, a member of 
Colonel Ichabod Plaisted’s Regiment and Patrick Carrell, who 
was in Captain Andrew Fuller’s company from Middleton. 

Before 1700 Newbury had a large Irish colony. The members 
of the Delane family (with dates of birth) were Daniel (1694), 
Margrett (1697), Charles (1698) and Paul (1699). The Keely 
family were represented by the following names: Sarah (1640), 
John (1642), Richard (1665), John (1668), Sara (1670), Re- 
becca (1675), Mary (1678), Jonathan (1681), Joseph (1683), 
Hannah (1686), Abigaell (1691), John (1697), Richard (1697) 
and Sarah (1699). Two Kellys, whose first names are unknown 
were born in 1666 and 1668. Another family group, the Misil- 
loway, had three members, Daniell, born in 1690, John, in 1693 
and David in 1688.% Only one marriage in which one party was 
Irish took place before 1700, that of Eloner Hayes to Matthews 
Yong in 1696.°° One of the supposed earliest Irishmen in New- 
bury was Nicholas Rawlins, who was born in 1646 and took the 
oath of allegiance in 1678. His descendants claim that he came 
originally from Ireland, though there is no historical evidence of 
the truth of the statement.°® In 1686 a Samuel Kelly enrolled as 
a soldier in the fight against the Indians.*’ In 1691 John Kelley 
Sr., John Kelley Jr., and Richard Kelley were members of the 
“Newbury Watch.” 

In the eighteenth century up to 1775 some seventy-nine per- 
sons of Irish extraction were born in Newbury. Their names and 
dates of birth are John Barrey (1718), Mary Cassada (1745), 
Ruth (1748), and Ann Cassada (1750), Elisabeth (1753), Sarah 
(1759) and Cate Cassaday (1763), Judith Cassidy (1757), Wil- 
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liam Conner (1755), Benjamin (1700), Eve (1701), James 
(1703), James (1704), Jane (1708), Joseh (1702), Mary (1704), 
Tabitha (1706), Mary (1733) and Thomas Dunn (1733), John 
Farley (1762), James Haize (1760), Mary (1760) and Nicholas 
Hayes (1763), Mary (1743) and William Hogin (1744), Hannah 
Keley (1714), Elisabeth Kelle (1732), Abiel (1706), Anne 
(1714), Esther (1707), Hannah (1711), Jane (1711), Jonathan 
(1709), Judeth (1714), Martha (1722), Mary (1707), Mary 
(1708), Mary (1709) Mehitable (1716), Richard (1704), Ruth 
(1716), Samuel (1718), Sarah (1709), Sarah Kelley (1716), 
and Stephan (1706), Abigail (1712), Benjamin (1711), Daniel 
(1716), Elizabeth (1714), Elisabeth (1750), Hannah (1726), 
Hannah (1728), Hannah (1757), John (1724), Joseph (1716), 
Joshua (1741), Judeth (1734), Lydia (1755), Moses (1721), 
another Moses (1721), Moses (1738), Prudence (1726), Rebecca 
(1704), Rebecca (1705), Ruth (1704), Sarah (1700), Sarah 
(1718), Stephen (1740) and William Kelly (1744), John Malvin 
(1750), son of Patrick and Mary, John Sulliway (1757), David 
(1762) and Jane Sillaway (1730), Mary O silliway (1755), 
Joanna O siloway (1753), Edmund (1772), Eliphalet (1174), 
Gideon (1767) and William Conner (1770).% The marriage 
register furnishes many new names comprising those of Richard 
Burk (1728), Mary Connaway (1729), Catherine Connelly 
(1744), Moses Conner (1721), William Connor (1755), Jane 
Fitzgerald, “an Irish woman” (1736), Elisabeth Hayes (1730), 
James Hayes (1757), Elisabeth Hogin (1748), Alice Landrigan 
(1756), William McCarthy (1729), Walter Maddin (1763), 
Thomas Obrain (1755), Dennis Skip, “Irish,” (1728) Captain 
Patrick (1743 and 1749), and Mary Conner.?”° David Keiley died 
in 1707 and Roger Ryan in 1758.2° 
Some interesting data connected with the above names may be 
noted. In a town rate made in December 1711 Richard Kelley was 
assessed 48 3°.1°8 Richard again appears in 1725 in the puchase of 
a negro slave. The document reads “I the subscriber of Newbury 
Do one & acknowledg that I have sold to Mr. Richard Kelly a 
nagrow man called Reuben: for which I have Receved an Hun- 
dred Pound in Billes of Credit to my full satisfaction as witness 
my hand & sale this fourth Day of november on thousand seven 
hundred & Twenty five.”?°3 William McCarthy, married June 25, 
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1729, was described as a mariner of Kingsale, Ireland.1° Timothy 
McDaniel, married August 11, 1732, was a sea captain, formerly 
of County Wicklaw, Ireland, “now of Boston.”?°® Roger Ryan “an 
Irishman who was hired in the parish” died of a fever August 9, 
1758. He was under thirty years of age.1°° Charles Cassada 
(Cassidy) “was a pedlar and coming home thro Bradford fell 
down with his box of goods on his back and died in an instant. 
He fell with his face on some stones and his box waying 36 lbs. 
was found on his head.’”'® His death occurred June 7, 1764 in his 
sixty-seventh year. In 1765 the population of Newbury was 
2,960.1° The Irish numbered one hundred and sixty-three or a 
percentage of .055. 

Newburyport, a more recent town than Newbury, had fewer 
Irish settlers than the latter before 1775. In 1764 Molly Maddin 
was born to Walter and Susanna Maddin. In 1765 was born 
James, the son of James and Catherine Caverner.?®® In the same 
year John Murfy (of Great Britain) was married to Meketabel 
Wells.1° In 1767 Sally Caverner (Cavenaugh) was born. In the 
seventies there was an increase of births, those of James Caver- 
ner (1774), Mary Conner (1772), Mary Dunn (1774) and Ann 
Hagerty (1775), being recorded." From 1766 to 1775 the follow- 
ing Irish persons were married: Elizabeth Cassaday (1772), 
Mary Cassody (1766), James Connor (1772), Susanna Hays 
(1766), Susanna Mulligan, widow, (1770), Joanna O’Sullivan 
(1771) and Patrick Tracey (1773).1!* Three Irish persons are 
recorded as dying in the early seventies, the widow Connolly in 
1771, one Murphy (suddenly) in 1771 and William Tewmey (of 
England) in 1773.18 

John Kelly, one of the original settlers of Newburyport, came 
from Ireland to Newbury, England, and from there to Massa- 
chusetts, according to tradition, which is strongly upheld by his 
descendants. He built a house on the north side of the “old Town” 
hill.1%* Another early Irish immigrant was William Moulton or 
Roger Waldron, an “Irishman” who came to the town about 
1690. He was born in 1645 and died in 1711."° Toward the close 
of 1743 Captain Donahew of Newburyport in a small privateer 
captured a French ship loaded with “3,000 quintels of fish and 
also a sloop containing stock.”"* One of the most prominent Irish 
settlers was John Murray who was born in Antrim, Ireland, on 
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May 22, 1742. He came to North America in 1763 after graduat- 
ing from Edinburgh. He held Presbyterian pastorates at Phila- 
delphia and Boothbay, Maine, before coming to Newburyport in 
1781. More will be said about him in the next period.1”” In 1763 
a Margaret Cunningham was baptized in the Old South Church.""8 
Out of Newburyport’s total population of 2,882 in 1765 only nine 
or .003 were of Irish origin.??® 

The town of Rowley had a few Irish immigrants. There is a 
record of the marriage in 1645 of Sarah Reiley. In 1656 Henry 
Reiley, the village blacksmith, was married to Mary Elithorp, and 
in 1700, after the death of his first wife, to the widow Elizabeth 
Bennett. His death occurred on May 24, 1710 in his eighty- . 
second year. He was not “in full communion” with the Congrega- 
tional Church. There is no record of any children. His will, dated 
June 19, 1710, gave “5 each to the brothers Nathaniel and John 
Elithorp, 2 to Hannah Boynton, and 6 to Mary Plats.’’*° Sarah 
Kelle married on April 15, 1659.17? In the next century the num- 
ber of Irish residents increased considerably. Mossis Connor was 
married in 1721. Children of Samuel and Mary Kelly numbered 
three, Elizabeth born in 1726, John, in 1725 and Samuel, in 
1724,1*? Death records in the First Church show many Irish names 
including Goody Reile (1700), Henry Reiley (1710), Samuel 
Kelly (1724), John Kelley (1725), Abigail Kelley (1726), and 
Mary Kelley (1771).1°* In 1714 Elizabeth and Benjamin Donnell 
were members of the First Church'** There were only sixteen 
Irish residents in Rowley in 1765 out of a population of 1,477, a 
percentage of .01.7°° 

Salem was the next in importance to Boston as a center of 
Irish settlement and at least relative influence. Even before 1700 
the births of Abigaile (1694), daughter of George and Sarah 
Hanry, and Isack Macarta, son of Jo, were recorded.’*° Thirty 
Irish births were registered before 1775: Nathaniel Cochran 
(1747), James (1748), Jane (1749) and Elijah Cochran (1751), 
Katherine Conally (1722), Isaac (1728) and Hannah Demcy 
(1731), Jacob (1729), Eliza (1734), Thomas (1737) and Lydia 
Dempsey (1741), Margaret Dempsey (1725), Mary Gaulhere 
(1747), William (1731), Mary (1735), Mary (1740), Sarah 
(1738), Elizabeth (1742), John (1745) and Peter Kelly (1748), 
Margaret Teirny (1747), Mercy (1772) and William Burke 
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(1770), Margaret Murphy (1774), Sarah (1770), Lois (1771) 
and Mary Ryan (1771), Edward (1772) and Samuel Shehain 
(1774) 2°" The marriage records furnish more Irish names than 
the birth records. Some thirty-three Irish persons were married 
in Salem before 1775, their names being William. Burk (1738), 
John Cahill (1752), Mary Casy (1714), Andrew (1739), John 
(1756) and Nathaniel Cochran (1753), Mary Crowley (1708), 
Hugh Donnovan (1755), Patrick Fitz Gerald (1750), Patrick 
McDonald of Ireland (1749), Patrick Hickey (1726), Thomas 
Hogan (1751), Jeremiah Macartee (1701), Rebecca McCarty 
(1716), Sarah Macharty (1746), Patrick Molloy (1763), Michael 


Moran (1763), William Burke of Ireland, Philemon Cassaday « 


(1766), John Connelly (1773), Thomas Conner (1774), William 
Connolly (1774), Luke Donevan (1769), James McNamara 
(1771), David Murphy (1769), Patrick O’Neil (1767), Daniel 
Shehane (1767), Macnamara (1771), Bryan Sheehan 
(1772), Joseph Sheenn “of Jameco” (1731) and Prudence Mac- 
earty (1/13 2" 

One of the first Irish settlers in Salem was William Bacon 
who came from Dublin, Ireland, in 1640. He married Rebecca, 
the daughter of Thomas Potter, the mayor of Coventry, England. 
He died in 1653 leaving one child Isaac, who was: baptized in 
Salem in 1641. He was a mariner and left the town, selling his 
homestead in 1665. An inventory of William Bacon’s estate re- 
vealed a moderate amount of property comprising one mare, two 
oxen, five cows, tao steers, one heifer, three calves, nine sheep, 
seven swine and “much grain on hand, brass, iron and pewter 
vessels, plate, books, maps and pictures.’?? Another Irishman, 
Abel Kelly, was one of two selected to appraise the clothing in 
the estate of John Watkins, who had died seven weeks after land- 
ing.. The estate was valued at “5 li. 4s 10d”.*°° On January 10, 
1643 he was one of four witnesses to a document demanding the 
payment of dues from the estate of John Olliver to Walter 
Stephens."*! Two Irish servants came to Salem in 1654. William 
Dalton and Edward Welch, who were sold by the master of the 
ship Goodfellow to Samuel Symonds. They described as “Trish 
youths” for whom was paid “six & twenty pounds in corn mer- 
chantable or live cattell. . . .”?%* In contrast to this condition of 
servitude was the prosperous status of William Maccarty, who 
was one of the large land owners of Salem in 1661."* 
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In the seventies only one Irishman achieved any prominence, a 
John Kelly. On April 24, 1679 he was made administrator of the 
estate of John Whittier of Newbury.'** He was one of two men 
selected (May 27, 1680) to make an inventory of the estate of 
William Sutten.7%* In the following decade the ship John from 
Dublin arrived in the Salem Harbor (1686). The ship Dolphin 
in September, 1685 left Salem for “Barbardoes, Virginia and 
Ireland.”*** Edward Burke, son of Edward, was baptized on 
August 7, 1687 in the First Church in Salem.1*° Just before the 
close of the century the name of Captain Edward Burke of the 
Barbadoes was associated with Salem trade on the sea. On Sep- 
tember 16, 1697 he received from Salem “one bright Sorril horse 
with white face and four white feet’? and ten thousand feet of 
long cedar shingles. A freight charge of 9 lbs. was paid for the 
horse and “as freight 9/16 of the shingles.’’*7 

The next century ran into its fourteenth year before any Irish- 
man of consequence found mention in the annals of Salem, In 
that year (1713) Florence and John Macarty were listed as “pro- 
prietors.’’*§ In the deposition (1716) of Daniel Caton of Salem, 
is the information that he was from Bandonbridge, Ireland.**® 
A considerable migration to Salem took place in 1719 and 1720, 
numbering at least one hundred persons. Benjamin Marston who 
went to Ireland in the “good Brigantine Essex,” wrote from Dub- 
lin, December 29, 1719: “Several Persons have bespoke a passage 
with me, and tomorrow morning | shall sett out on a journey 
towards London Derry in order to make up my complement of 
passengers.’’#4° In a letter dated March 5, 1720 he wrote “I am 
now ready, to sail from this place to London Derry, but yy I wait 
for about 30 passengers which I expect on board next week, and 
at Derry I hope to make up the complement of 100.”*** On August 
31 of the same year a protest was filed by Captain Robert Peat, 
commander of the brig Essex. He declared that he sailed on June 
16, 1720 from Londonderry, Ireland, for New England (Salem), 
with one hundred passengers and that on July 17 when the vessel 
was about sixty leagues east of the Newfoundland Banks “their 
came up with them a pyrat ship manned with about 100 hands 
Capt. Roberts, its leader and a sloop with about forty more 
boarded them and took them and plundered and rifled them of 
almost all that was worth taking, even their very wearing apparell 
and put them in great Terror of their lives by holding a pistol 
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at their breasts and telling them they should have no quarter and 
tooke away most of saylers Rifled their cabin stateroom and 
damnified their vessel considerably.”*? An unusual case was the 
running away from his master, Richard Maayberry, of James 
Clark, January 12, 1756. He was described as ‘“‘an Irish Servant 
Boy . . . about 14 yrs. of age. He is pretty full faced, and 
Pock broken, and had on a homespun brown striped cloth coat, 
lined with red Bags, and Breeches of the same, lined with red 
Bags also, and had a dark coloured Yarn Cap on. Whoever shall 
take up the said Servant, and deliver him to his Master in Salem, 
shall have $2. Reward and necessary charges paid.’’?** 

In the very next year 1757 the Boston Gazette for August 1 
reported a curious incident which happened in Salem. 


The following affair happened at Salem some time since, viz:—An Irish 
Fellow named James Clark, one of the Listed Soldiers in the present 
Expedition, not being content with his bounty, had marked a Goldsmith’s 
Shop, and when he came to try it, could not break it open, but got upon 
the roof and threw off an Arch which was built over the Top of the Chim- 
ney and got down that way and carried off about 100 O.T.[?] in Silver 
Buckles etc. and there being no-body with him but a Dog, they could not 
prove it against him, but committed him to gaol on suspicion, and when 
he came on Trial, the Dog was call’d into Court (for they were both 
seen together that same night) and the poor Fellow bearing the Dog should 
turn King’s Evidence, and he be convicted, confess’d the Fact, pled Guilty, 
and received twenty stripes at the publick Post: The poor Dog that was 
with him has since been Guilty of Murder, in killing a Lamb: for which 
crime (his Master being Chief Judge) he is condemned to Transportation. 


Captain Obrian “in a ship from Antigua bound to Piscataqua”’ 
dropped anchor in Salem harbor on October 8, 1759.™° 

In face of the appreciable growth of Irish in Salem and Massa- 
chusetts in general during its pre-revolutionary period, Gilbert L. 
Streeter has written under the title “Salem Before the Revolu- 
tion” that “The population of Salem was remarkably homogene- 
ous. Most of the inhabitants were born here, although some had 
come from other towns. For a hundred and fifty years there had 
been no immigation from the old country—none since the time of 
Cromwell’s English Commonwealth. There were consequently 
very few persons of foreign birth in the whole Province. There 
were a few negro slaves, who were occasionally advertised for 
sale, and were mentioned in wills. These were usually domestic 
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servants.”"° This opinion was shared by Lodge and Palfrey, but 
in the light of recent research, especially in the town records of 
Boston and Salem, such a statement cannot be supported on 
historical grounds. 

Note may be taken of the unfortunate case of Bryan Sheehan, 
who on “Thursday the 16th January, 1772 between 3 and 4 
o'clock P.M. . . . was Hanged at Salem pursuant to his Sentence 
for committing a Rape in September last on the body of Abial 
Hallowel, Wife of Benjamin Hallowel of Marblehead. Mr. 
Dimond Preached a Sermon in a.m. to a great Number of People 
—the criminal was Present—this is the first person Executed in 
Salem since the year 1692 the witch time.”!47 The last occurrence 
of an Irish name in Salem records before 1775 is on November 18, 
1774 when Frances Delaney (a mulatto), daughter of Mrs. De- 
laney of St. Kitts, was baptized.**8 

Salem was relatively a considerable center of Irish growth be- 
fore the Revolution. The provincial census of 1765 gave Salem 
4,427 persons,™® two hundred and forty-two of whom were Irish, 
representing a percentage of .052. 

Salisbury is noteworthy in Massachusetts Irish colonial his- 
tory for having had Irish residents both before and after 1700. 
In the seventeenth century were born Cornelius (1675) and 
Dorethie (1676), children of Cornelius and Sarah Conner. John 
and Elizabeth Conner were the parents of Sarah (1659), John 
(1660), Samuel (1661), Mary (1663), Elizabeth (1664), Re- 
becka (1668), Ruth (1670), Jeremie (1671), Joseph (1691), 
Cornelious (1693), Elizabeth (1664), and Dorthy (1696) ,**° After 
1700 the name of Conner appears on the birth records seven 
times: Batte (1745), Eleanor (1740), Mary (1750), Ruth 
(1755), Samuel (1739), Sarah (1736), Joseph (1743), Mary 
(1721), and Daniel Conner (1769) .%°t Among parties to marriage 
also after 1700 were Mary Flartee (1727), Mary Haise (1724), 
Elizabeth Hayes (1729), Mary Kelly (1731) and Anthony Kelley 
(1773).°? Salisbury had in 1765 a total population of 1,3291°° 
including thirty-five Irish inhabitants, a percentage of .026. 

Irish settlers also made Topsfield their home before 1700. A 
Michael Donall had two children, Elizabeth and Magdelend, born 
in 1677 and 1679 respectively. Philip Welch, another Irishman 
had three children, John, David, and Thomas, born in 16/71, 
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1672 and 1674 respectively. In November 18, 1688 Michall 
Donell paid a county tax of 5 6 ?.% After 1700 vital records re- 
veal a steady Irish growth. In 1729 Charles, Mary, Miriam and 
Thomas Demcy were baptized.t°* Francis Dempcy and Hannah 
Dempcy were born in 1772 and 1773 respectively.1°’ George Donal 
was married in 1740 to a non-Irish party while in the same seven- 
teen hundreds two deaths of Irish persons were recorded, James 
Burch (1760) whose infant son was Jedidiah, and Jedidiah Burch 
(1759).%°8 James Burch “died from home in y® Army.”!° Burch 
was a poor man since on October 2, 1759, “the town abated Mr. 
James Burch rate what he was rated towards the building the 
New Meeting house in Joseph Gould’s List.” Furthermore, ‘on 
March 5, 1761 “the town allowed to Jeremiah Averell Constable 
what James Burch was rated in the same Averells List,’ while 
on October 13, 1766 it was suggested by interested parties that an 
attempt be made “to see if the Town will agree to take the widow 
Rachel Burch’s Child and free the town from any further cost 
and charge for its support until it shall arrive to the age of 
eighteen years.’’'°? Somewhat earlier, November 17, 1727, of those 
applicants for the minister’s position in Topsfield one was ‘Mr. 
fitz Gerald,” who, however, was not the one selected.'®* A similar 
case of poverty prior in date to the one mentioned above was that 
of John Casee, who on September 18, 1744, was “allowed five 
shillings and one penny” through Thomas Gould, the constable.“ 
Topsfield in 1765 had a total population of seven hundred and 
nineteen,’ including twenty-nine Irish inhabitants, a percentage 
of .04. 

The last town in the northeastern section of Massachusetts to 
call for mention is Wenham where as early as 1666 two persons 
of probable Irish origin, Philip Welch and Hannah Haggerty 
were married to each other..% In the following century the 
number of Irish steadily rises. On March 14, 1730'*" or April 3, 
1730'6* Patrick Burne and Jane Brittain were joined in wedlock. 
They were the parents of Benjamin (1750), Elizabeth (1738), 
John (1735), Joseph (1752), Phillip (1743), Sarah (1746). 
Thomas (1740), William (1736), and Mary Burne (1730).*° 
Other births were Ebenezer Bery (1703), Benjamin Barrye 
(1709), John Barry (1721) and Robert Burch (1757), son of 
James Burch.!”° Sarah Burch was married to a non-Irish party in. 
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1748.1" There were twenty-nine Irish persons in Wenham in 1765 
out of a population of five hundred and sixty-four,” a percentage 
of .051. 


TABLE XI 


ToTaL PopuLaTiIon, Ir1sH POPULATION AND PERCENTAGE OF IRISH, IN 
SELECTED Towns IN NorTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS, 


Percentage of 


Town Total Population Irish Population 1 ok 
1. Amesbury 1567 82 052 
2. Andover 2442 16 .006 
3. Beverly 2164 19 .008 
4, Billerica 1334 11 008 
5. Bradford 1125 1 .0008 
6. Gloucester 3763 77 .024 
7. Haverhill 1980 33 015 
8. Ipswich 3743 108 .028 
9, Lynn 2198 21 .009 
10. Manchester 732 22 03 
11. Marbiehead 4954 129 .026 
12. Methuen 933 43 .046 
13. Newbury 2960 163 055 
14. Newburyport 2882 9 003 
15. Rowley 1477 16 01 
16. Salem 4427 242 052 
17. Salisbury 1329 35 .026 
18. Topsfield 719 29 .04 
19. Wenham 564 29 051 

Total= 41293 1085 Average=.023 


The town haying the largest percentage of Irish was Newbury 
with .055 while the smallest percentage of .0008 was in Bradford. 
Salem had the largest number of Irish, two hundred and forty- 
two while Bradford had only one Irish resident. 


2. SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 


The story of the Irish race in southeastern Massachusetts will 
be told on the same plan, i.e., by towns in alphabetical order, and 
within the same chronological limits, i.e., from the earhest known 
data to 1775, as was furnished in the same story for the north- 
eastern section of the state. The omission of Plymouth up to 1os9 
is an exception already accounted for in Chapter I, Section I. 

Abington, the first town of the group claims an Irishman, 
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Thomas Hiskey, who on February 15, 1755 married a non-Irish 
party.*7? In 1765 Abington’s population was 1,263 with only one 
Irish inhabitant.1% In 1748 Attleboro had an Irishman, Joseph 
Barrey, who was listed among twenty-four “Members in full”. . . 
in the Attleboro church.!” 

The town of Barnstable had at least two Irishmen before 1700. 
One of these, Thomas Croggin, was one of the first settlers in the 
town coming to the settlement about 1650,17° the other was Corne- 
lius Croggin who died on December 15, 1664, leaving an estate of 
I. 18s. 6d. and debts amounting to I. 12.0..77 After 1700 only one 
Irish immigrant came to Barnstable, a Captain James Delop, who 
was born in Cavan, Ireland, and came to Massachusetts in 1725. 
With his parents and other members of the family, he took pas- 
sage in an emigrant ship from Dublin. The story of the voyage 
was a pitiful one. It was soon found that the commander of the 
vessel was an unprincipled man, who purposely prolonged the 
voyage in order to starve the passengers and thereby secure their 
wordly goods, especially their money. About half of the passengers 
had died, when, fortunately for the survivors the vessel was met 
by another from Ireland under the command of Captain Bell, who 
was told by the passenger of their predicament. He ordered the 
ship to proceed directly to shore and land the passengers at once. 
This was done and the half-famished emigrants were put ashore 
on Nauset Bar, at Eastham. Delop’s parents and four brothers and 
sisters having already died on the ocean, he was left alone, being 
only fourteen years of age. His physical condition was so weak 
that he was unable to stand and had to crawl on his hands and 
knees. Soon he made his way to Barnstable where he became an 
apprentice to a Mr. Bacon, a blacksmith. When he reached his 
majority, he worked at his trade in winter and in the other seasons 
followed coasting. He soon became the master and probably the 
owner of a vessel. He married Mary Kelley on Yarmouth, the 
result of the union being ten children. In 1774 he moved with most 
of his family to Granville, Nova Scotia, where he died in 1789,1"8 

There were only three Irish persons in Braintree before the 
Revolution. On September 21, 1724 was born Charles, son of John 
and Mary Kilkey.17® Bridgewater, however, had a fair repre- 
sentation of Irish, as indicated by vital statistics. Irish births 
were ————Coner (1738),18° Molly Roach (1741) ,*** Hannah 
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(1763) ,*8! Christopher Flinn (1764),18° Thomas Fitzgerald 
(1774)*8° and William Fitzgerald (1772) .18° Marriages comprised 
those of John Cavener (1718) ,'*? and Susanna Cronnon (1745) .284 
John Cochran and Margaret Gilmore were joined in wedlock in 
1733..%* The most outstanding Irishman in Bridgewater was 
Thomas Henry, who came to the town from Ireland in 1740 and 
settled in its northeast section. In 1743 he married Ann Miller who 
bore him the following children: Thomas (1744), James (1746), 
Jennet (1747), John (1750), Margaret (1752), David (1754), 
Ann (1756), Samuel(?) and William(?). The whole family, ex- 
cept Jennet moved to Harpersfield, New York, where Thomas Jr. 
and James were killed by Indians and Tories in 1775 or 1776. John 
was taken as a prisoner to Canada where he died. The members 
of the Henry family were known as “pious and industrious peo- 
ple.”?85 In 1765 Bridgewater had a total population of 3,9421*° in- 
cluding twenty-seven of Irish stock, a percentage of .006. 

Eight persons constituted the Irish element in the little town of 
Chilmark. A John Cuningim, wife, Catherine by name, came to 
the town before 1721. In 1749 Jean Magee was married and in 
1758 William Cochran.'*® Other Irish individual persons were 
William Homes, his wife, and Thomas Megee. The population of 
Chilmark in 1765 was six hundred and sixty-three,'** including 
the eight Irish residents, a percentage of .012. 

Dartmouth, which was comparatively a large town had, fewer 
than twenty Irish residents before the Revolution. Timothy Max- 
field Jr. and wife, Patience, were the parents of the following: 
“Partrick” (1742), Elizabeth (1736), Lidia (1739), Patience 
(1748), Thomas (1754), Timothy (1745), and Zadock (1740). 
In 1772 Joseph was born to Patrick and Freelove Maxfield.*** 
Three Irish persons entered wedlock in the same period Isaac Kel- 
ley (1750), Seth Kelley (1726), and John Fleming (1770), all 
taking non-Irish partners.’8* In 1765 there were in Dartmouth 
eleven Irish inhabitants out of 4,506, a percentage of .002. An- 
other town poorly represented in Irish development was Duxbury 
where only two Irish names are recorded, both in marriage rec- 
ords, Hannah Connor (1695) and Deborah Doaty (1755)."°* In 
a population of 1,050'®? in 1765, these Irish persons constituted the 
very low percentage of 001, East Bridgewater, too, had only a 
few Trish inhabitants before the Revolutionary era. The births 
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comprise Ann Kiff (1740), John Kiff (1735), Mary Kiff (1737), 
Thomas Fitzgerald (1774) and William Fitzgerald (1772). Irish 
persons married were Christopher Erskin (of Ireland) (1729), 
Margaret McCarty (1708) and Elizabeth Colony (1773).1%° By 
1765 there were eleven Irish persons in East Bridgewater. Since 
the total population is unknown no percentage can be obtained. 

In 1718 Eastham was honored by the arrival of Samuel Osborn, 
who came as the pastor of the South Parish. He was from Ireland, 
having been educated at the University of Dublin. The town paid 
2. 10s for bringing Mr. Osborn’s family and goods to Eastham. In 
1738 The Reverend Mr. Osborn was leaning toward the views of 
Arminius so strongly that he was suspended from his pastoral 
office. Afterwards he removed to Boston where he kept a gram- 
mar school for many years. It is claimed that peat as a fuel was 
introduced into Massachusetts by him, as well “as various improve- 
ments in husbandry.” He was regarded as “a man of wisdom and 
virtue, possessing many good qualities.’’!* 

In Edgartown Thomas and Zilpah Cuningham were the parents 
of Sarah (1739), John (1739), Mary (1742), Thomas (1744) 
and Catherine (1747). Edward and Lemuel Kelley, sons of Dun- 
ken and Jean Kelley were born in 1735 while John Logan was 
born in 1693.1 John Cunningham and Samuel Killey married 
non-Irish parties in 1748 and 1757 respectively. The most promi- 
nent Irishman in Edgartown was Captain Duncan Kelly, probably 
a sea captain, who died in 1761 at the age of seventy.*°° The town’s 
population in 1765 was nine hundred and forty-four’®’ including 
seventeen Irish persons, a percentage of .018."°" 

The town of Freetown (Fall River) was the home of John 
Valentine, son of Thomas, vicar of Frankfort in Ireland. John 
was the founder of the wealthy New England Valentine family. 
Thomas died on November 6, 1763, indicating the disposition of 
his wealth in a will dated September 10, 1763, which provided that 
Martha Holt, an infirm relative, was to receive three shillings a 
week, that five pounds were to be paid for her funeral expenses, 
and that the grandchildren, Samuel, Thomas, and Elizabeth Valen- 
tine, were each to receive two hundred pounds. Samuel was also to 
have one-fourth of the residue of the personal estate when debts 
and legacies were paid, these amounting to 4000 pounds, and all 
real estate in the parish of Eccles, in the county of Lancaster, 
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England. John, the son of Thomas Valentine, and husband of 
Mary Lynde of Boston, whom he married about 1720, did not re- 
ceive anything. They had four children, Samuel, Thomas, Edmund 
and Mary, whose dates of births are unknown. Samuel, the most 
noted of the children was made constable of Freetown in 1725, 
representative to the General Court in 1728 and 1750 and select- 
man and assessor in 1751, He was a man of means, too, possessing 
a brick house and brick warehouse with adjacent land on Cornhill 
Street, in Boston, pasture and orchard on Cambridge Street in the 
same city, and two lots of land in Freetown. Samuel’s brother, 
Edmund Edward, owned a farm of three hundred acres in Kene- 
bec “beyond Groton.” Mary, the wife of John, possessed an island 
in the Kenebeck River. The Valentine family was perhaps, the 
most influential Irish family in southeastern Massachusetts before 
the Revolution."®® 

Only two Irish persons, both women, were in Hanover before 
1775, Content Connerey, married in 1761 and Elizabeth Conaway, 
in 1744, both to non-Irish partners.*®® Hingham also had a small 
group of Irish inhabitants. The first to arrive was Ralph Wood- 
ward, a merchant of Dublin, who came to Hingham in 1636. He 
secured a house lot of five acres in that year on Lawn Wouth 
street. Woodward was made a freeman in 1638, a deacon in the 
Hingham church in 1640 and in 1649 was commissioned to solem- 
nize marriages. Mary, his wife, and an unmarried daughter, came 
over with him from Dublin. There is no record of children of 
theirs being born in Massachusetts. Woodward died January 5, 
1663 some time after his wife’s death on February 4, 1661. The 
diary of Reverend Peter Hobart records that “Ralph Woodward 
married on February 12, 1639, but no other source exists which 
supports this statement.”°° The second Irishman in Hingham was 
John Murphy, who served as a corporal in the Indian war of 1722, 
and again as a seaman in 1725 on a small vessel commanded by 
Lieutenant Allason.2°! In 1755 and again in 1756 the third Irish- 
man, George McLaughlin, appears as member of a company from 
Hingham in the French and Indian Wars.*°? 

As regards Kingston, Jane Sullivan®** was born there in 1731, 
and John and Thaddeus, sons of Reverend Mr. Thaddeus and 
Mary Maccarty, in 1745 and 1744, respectively. In 1731 Jacob 
Keefh was married to Hannah Michell and in 1772, Jeremiah Col- 
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lemy to Mrs. Jenny Sullivan.?°° Jane Sullivan, twice mentioned 
above, was “a native of Ireland” who died on February 1, 1806 at 
the age of sixty-seven “more than forty-four years of which time 
she lived in the family of William Sever.’’?°* Kingston had in 1765 
a population of seven hundred and fifty-nine which included six 
Irish residents, a percentage of .007.°°7 

The island of Martha’s Vineyard became early associated with 
the Irish when Thomas Dongan came in 1683 as the new royal 
governor of New York. An Irishman of the nobility, he was born 
in Castletown, county of Kildare. He entered the military service 
being with the English and French troops in turn as opportunity 
offered, and attained the rank of colonel. He was later appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor of Tangiers by Charles II, and after his re- 
turn to England, was created Earl of Limerick. His death took 
place in London on December 14, 1715. Dongan’s interest in Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard began on May 12, 1685, when an indentureship 
entered into ‘between Mathew Mayhew of the Island of Martin’s 
Vineyard, Gent., and Mary his wife, of the one part and the Hon- 
ourable Colonel Thomas Dongan, Lieutenant and Governor-Gen- 
eral” in consideration of the sum of two hundred pounds, which 
was transferred to Dongan all that the Lordship and Manor of 
Martin’s Vineyard. .. and all that Island and tract of land called 
the Island of Martin’s Vineyard. .. and all those several islands or 
tracts of land called No Man’s Land. .. every of them being par- 
cel of the said Lordship and Manor of Martin’s Vineyard.’”*°s 
Dongan received a yearly tribute from the Indians who occupied 
these lands.2°® On May 10, 1711 the territory was purchased with 
the exception of No Man’s Land by the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel for £550, and the title of Lord of the Manor 
passed from Lord Dongan to the corporation.*”? In 1686, William 
Homes, who was born in northern Ireland in 1663, came to Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard and taught school there from 1686 to 1689. He 
then returned to Ireland where he was ordained in 1692 in the 
parish of Strabane. In 1693 he married Katharine, the daughter 
of Reverend Robert Craghead of Londonderry, meanwhile re- 
maining pastor of Strabane till 1715 when he left for Massachu- 
setts where he was ordained pastor at Chilmark on September 15, 
1715. The Reverend Mr. Homes remained pastor of the Chilmark 
church till June 20, 1746, the date of his death, a period of more 
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than thirty years. A diary of his, of ninety-nine pages, is in the 
possession of the Massachusetts Historical Society.2*! The third 
Irishman connected with the colonial history of Martha’s Vine- 
yard was John Megee, a weaver, and ensign in Captain Jeremigh 
Mayhew’s company, which was in service against the French and 
Indians from March to November 1759. In 1760 he was made a 
lieutenant. John Megee had a brother, Thomas, who had lived in 
Chilmark since 1725 and married there.?!? 

The vital records of Nantucket furnish nearly fifty ima names 
before 1775. Births are those of David (1752), Henry (1755), 
James (1748) ,?1* Daniel Fitzgerald (1752), and Polly Murphy 
(1769), Hannah (1754) and Rebecca Kelley (1745), Anna Quinn 
(1756), and John, Joseph, Mary, Peggy and Peter Quinn, born 
during the fifties and sixties. In the seventies the following births 
are recorded: Henry (1775) and James Fitzgerald (1773), Cath- 
erine (1776), Elizabeth (1772), and Lydia Kelley (1774), Eliza- 
beth (1771), James (1775), Margaret (1771), and Mary Me- 
Murphy (i771).2% Marriage lists record the names Alexander 
Cunningham (1733),?!° Barnabas Boyle (1764), Deborah Fitz- 
gerald (1761), Mary Boyle (1764), Margaret Fitzgerald, 1765) ,2*° 
Mary Sillevan (1730), John Conner (1772), Sarah Dugan 
(1773), Michael Flynn (1767), William Kelley (1769) and Mary 


Quinn (1771).?!7 The only marriage to which both parties were’ 


Irish was the one uniting Mary Murphy and Joseph Quinn date 
unknown. On the death records appear only three Irish names— 
Fitzgerald (1752), Thomas O’Neil (1756), and Joseph Quin 
Jr., who was “lost at sea” in his sixteenth year (1772).°!8 In 
1765 the population of Nantucket was 3,320°!° including thirty 
Irish persons, a percentage of .009.?" 

One of the towns in which the Irish element was practically 
negligible was Norton, which to 1775 counted only two Irish 
residents, John Mackelson, married in 1736 and John Killey, in 
1771.2 Norton in 1765 had a population of 1,942 while the Irish 
group represented a percentage of only .001.7* Pembroke, too, 
had a very small Irish body. Records show the marriage of Josiah 
Smith to Dorothy Dun in 1743 and of James Hayes to a non- 
Irish woman in 1730.22? Out of a total population of 1,409°?% i 
1765 Pembroke had but three Irish inhabitants, a percentage of 
002. In Plymouth in 1755 and 1756 respectively two Irishmen, 
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William Brady and John Sullivan, were listed in an expedition of 
“Soldiers . .. to Crown Point.”**4 Plympton, which had a popula- 
tion of 1,390? in 1765, can muster only three Irish names, Jere- 
miah Kille, married in 1753, and Patrick Colen and Moly Mack- 
farlin, joined in wedlock in 1768.?*° The three make an Irish per- 
centage of .002 of the total population of Plympton. A Captain 
Kelley, who purchased a pew in the church at Provincetown on 
December 1, 1774, was the only Irishman that town had before 
the Revolution.??7 On November 25, 1663 the Rehoboth selectmen 
“Voted, that Alexander, the Irishman, a brickmaker, should be 
freely approved among us, for to make brick, and that he should 
have free liberty to make use of the clay and wood on the com- 
mons for that purpose.”*** He could not have remained very long 
for on May 26, 1668 “It was voted and agreed upon for the en- 
couragement of a brickmaker, in the town, the town ordered that 
if any come, he shall have free liberty of wood and clay, at the 
half-mile swamp, to make what brick he will.”**° 

Then appear some towns where the Irish population is slightly 
larger than the figures for towns noted in the preceding paragraph. 
Rochester, the first of these towns, had by 1765 six Irish resi- 
dents out of a population of 1,939,*%° a percentage of .003. The 
marriage records of Rochester reveal some Irish names: Seth 
O Riley (1726),?** Hannah Kille (1745), Hattil Killey (1745), 


Anna Killey married to David Braley (1768), and Elisha Killey, - 


to Lydia Braley (1767).?*? As early as 1657 William Newland 
of “Irish extraction” together with a John Newland, both of Sand- 
wich, were summoned to Plymouth to answer charges of keeping 
two Quakers, Holder and Copeland. Though William protested, 
they both were severely rebuked and fined for their efforts, Wil- 
liam paying 36. and John 2. 6s. William and John Newland were 
“prominent men.” John’s wife died a widow on May 22, 1671. 
William was married to Rose Holloway on May 19, 1648.**? Noth- 
ing else is known about these two Irishmen, who were probably 
brothers. 

Scituate must be treated separately because of the number and 
importance of its Irish settlers. Birth records reveal the names of 
the following: Ann Cahill (1733) ; Ann (1752), David “Trish” 
(1737), Elizabeth (1738), James (1737), James (1744), John 
“Trish” (1737), and John Kelly (1742); John (born Ireland, 
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1733), and Mary Moor (from Ireland, 1731) ; Thomas Moore (a 
“Stranger from Ireland,” 1724); George (1738), Ichabod 
(1734), Jane (1732), John (1731), John (1732), and Martha 
Neol (1734) ; John Neil (1730), son of John and wife “an Ireland 
man and woman;” John (1770), Joseph (1772), Molly (1767), 
and Prudence Dorothy (1773).?** In the marriage lists are the 
names of John Dorritrey and Mary Murphey, joined in wedlock 
(1766) ;?84 Richard Fitzgerald (1729), who was a veteran school- 
master and a resident of Hanover at times ;?*° Margaret Merfie 
(1732) and Jenny Maconely (1774).?°° In the list of men who took 
the “oath of fidelity in Scituate from 1633 to 1668 is Richard 
Dogan.*** In June 1686 Margaret Murphy was granted a license to 
retail ‘“Spirituous Liquors in Scituate.’”*** Thomas Gray, who came 
from Dublin, Ireland, owned a tract of land in Scituate on the 
southern part of Cordwood Hillas early as 1730. His son, George, 
died early, leaving no family traces.**® Another Irishman was John 
Neil “from Ireland,” (1730) (?) who established a pottery of 
considerable extent, first at the south side of “Wild cat hill” and 
then on the north side of “Studley Hill,” and later went to Maine. 
John had four children.**° Out of a total population of 2,488** in 
1765 Scituate had forty-five Irish inhabitants, a percentage of 
O18. 

There were six Irish persons in Taunton before 1775 represent- 
ing a percentage of .002 out of a population of 2,735.*** They were 
John Fitzgerald, husband of Nancy, born in 1761 ;*** Samuel Burns 
married in 1765 and Mary Madden, in 1747;*** and an “Irish 
Woman at Doc[?]McGinstry,” who died in May 1772. One 
other Irishman was John Burns,?*® who was born in 1773. Tisbury 
had only a few to represent the Irish race, On the marriage records 
appear Deliverance Killee (1748), Stephen Cunningham (1773) 
and Mary Megee (1774), while the death register records the 
name of Reliance Megee (1754), a daughter of John and Mary 
Megee.?#" Tisbury had a population of seven hundred and thirty- 
nine248 in 1765 including four Irish residents, a percentage of .005. 
Thomas and William, sons of Michael Fitzgerald, were born in 
West Bridgewater in 1774 and 1772, respectively, while in 1773 
Silence, wife of John Burn, died in the same town.?*? By 1774 
there were five Irish persons there. Irish settlers in Weymouth 
numbered three before 1772 when Sarah, daughter of John 
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and Sarah Corners, was born there.2°° The last town in south- 
eastern Massachusetts investigated in our study is Yarmouth, 
where in April 1673 David O’Kelia was assessed a “rate” of 2 6s. 
9d.** In 1739 Amos O’Killey was listed among thirty Yarmouth 
proprietors.?°? The last Irishman in Yarmouth before 1775 was 
Jonathan O’Killey, who was one of seven sent on the expedition 
to Louisburg in 1745.28 


TABLE xit. ToTAL PopuULATION, IRISH POPULATION AND PERCENTAGE OF 
IRISH, IN SELECTED TowNs IN SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS IN 1765. 


Town Total Population Irish Population ; 

: Lrish 

1, Abington 1263 1 0007 
2. Bridgewater 3942 27 006 
3. Chilmark 663 8 012 
4. Dartmouth 4506 11 002 
5. Duxbury 1050 2 001 
6. Edgartown 944 17 018 
7. Kingston 759 6 .007 
8. Nantucket 3320 30 009 
9. Norton 1942 2 001 
10. Pembroke 1409 3 002 
11. Plympton 1390 3 002 
12. Rochester 1939 6 003 
13. Scituate 2488 45 018 
14. Taunton 2735 6 002 
15. Tisbury 739 4 005 
Grand Total 29069 170 Average .005 


Both the number and percentage of Irish in southeastern Massa- 
chusetts are considerably lower than the corresponding figures 
for northeastern Massachusetts. The town having the highest per- 
centage of Irish was hard to decide, both Edgarton and Scituate 
having .018, while the largest number of Irish settlers was found 
in Scituate with forty-five, and the smallest number in Abington, 
which had only one Irishman. Abington also had the lowest per- 
centage, .0008. 
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thie, 11% 
*°Tbid., the first five names are in volume 11, pp. 112, 357, 372, 393, 


436-438. 


*7 Tbid., the last six names are in volume 1v, pp. 116, 223, 302, 367. 
8 Tbid., v, 255, 464, 496. 

or Eid. 53, pie 

™ Vital Records of Norton, pp. 263, 277. 

me P20, 

* Vital Records of Pembroke, pp. 268, 287. 

I hid., p. 3. 

*™W. Davis, History of the Town of Plymouth, pp. 159, 160. 
*° Vital Records of Plympton, p. 3. 

*° Ibid., pp. 293, 338. 

“7° Freeman, The History of Cape Cod, ui, p. 634. ‘ 
“81. Bliss, The History of Rehoboth, p. 59. 

™ Ibid., p. 67. 

* Vital Records of Rochester, t, p. 3. 

1 Ibid., 11, p. 229. Early Massachusetts Marriages, Book m1, p. 152. 
*2 F. Freeman, The History of Cape Cod, «1, pp. 60, 61, 69. 

*° Vital Records of Scituate, 1, pp. 64, 137, 210, 261, 268, 269. 
*' Rarly Massachusetts Marriages, Book un, p. 173. 

7 Op. cit., 1, p. 121. S. Deane, History of Scituate, p. 268. 

*" Tbhid., 1, pp. 198, 212. 

*1 S. Deane, History of Scituate, p. 155. 

*“ FE Pierce, Civil, Military and Professional Lists, p. 59. 
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* Tbid., p. 314. See 233 (Footnote). 

*" Vital Records of Scituate, 1, p. 3. 

“2 Vital Records of Taunton, I, p. 3. 
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“ Ibid., ut, p. 46. 

*“ Vital Records of Tisbury, pp. 127, 146, 166, 232. 
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*° Vital Records of West Bridgewater, pp. 48, 188. 

“° Vital Records of Weymouth, t, p. 81. 

*" GF Freeman, The History of Cape Cod, u, pp. 194, 195. 
**C. Swift, History of Old Yarmouth, p. 142. 

*°8 Thid., p. 143. 


Ties yer 
: ie a icnaue = 


BOE SE ARE SI] gq mt snilow wt one ramen oy + ab SB 


C-s 1‘ *- a o 4 3 i 
NBDE SOE ESS AIT aq ie 0 a on cont 


fabs 
ANS 285 Ae Drea 
TAS BE qa vt Yo bso 
HOt ,C2f .aq alwoutylt gy nt Ne weit ae ) 


+43. dt bod s4ad Yo qrotall sah 
02 .q ModedaA Yo eraetitlt, < 


& .q debe fo. 
Sit .q tu dood aagereoY utyuntonn ld eho kaa 
2 (2 2 gq J oD 4D Yo prota AT 
O8F BIS IVS DIE SGl AO gg .t sloniine Yo ; 
SSE q 1 dongl asyorow Mh vitsonlyprem ghee 7 
228 q ahows? Wo role ease 2 . Mp eon on he os 
sit i a 


0g at 
225 .¢ clos? lo qo eaes.2 
G2 .q vied thnainanon hwo reli Vee) at ae 
ANS .g i OK 
Aszoniool) LS 992% 


SES QO_AAL SET qq evn Yo abort toi 


BE! 2b gq weiwosybrl wat Yo 
AS .q 2 Mow WE Yoo 
2 4OF .gq’n ae psec k 
Set a, ssaenabal BIO Yo 


CHAPTER III 


CENTRAL AND WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 


1. CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS 


The survey of the Irish population of central Massachusetts 
will be made according to the same plan as that followed in the 
surveys already made of the northeastern and southeastern sec- 
tions, the towns being taken up in alphabetical order. Central 
Massachusetts will be found to have the strongest Irish element 
in the entire colony outside of Boston itself. 

Acton, the first town in the group to be taken up, had at least 
four Irish representatives, Peter and Mary McMurfy, parents of 
Peter, born on May 25, 1739, and Timothy Farly, who married a 
probable fifth Irish representative in 1764.1 In 1765 Acton had a 
population of six hundred and eleven® including five Irish resi- 
dents, a percentage of .008. In Arlington a Michael Geohagen was 
married May 10, 1744, an unidentified ‘Woman from Boston died 
at Mr. Barys” on April 11, 1764, and on April 2, 1765 died Eliza- 
beth Barry, a widow of seventy years, making three Irish persons 
in the town before 1774.3 Prior to 1807 Arlington was a part of 
Cambridge; hence the population of Arlington in 1765 and the 
proportion of the Irish group to the whole are not known. There 
were two Irish families in Bellingham before 1775, the Burchs, 
whose members with dates of births were Abigail (1728), Hannah 
(1723), Jeremiah (1719), Mary (1720) and Sarah (1721) ; and 
the Killey family, comprising Amos (1766), Hannah (1768), 
Nathan (1769) and Silva (1768).* Out of a total population of 
four hundred and sixty-eight® in 1765 Bellingham had five Irish 
persons, a percentage of .O1. 

Brookfield is the first town of the group to show a fairly large 
number of Irish residents. Before 1775 the birth records reveal 
the following members of the Burk family: Abigall (1727), Isaiah 
(1740), Jesse (1738), Jonathan (1733), Kezia (1732), Mary 
(1729), Silas (1744), Simeon (1736), and Solomon (1742). Other 
births included those of Mary (1767) and William Dehanghely 
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(1767), Charles, Eleaser, Sarah and Hannah Deharty (all bap- 
tized in 1762), Mary (1767) and William Doughorty (1765).° In 
the marriage registry are found the names of Mary Burck 
(1744) ,7 Mary Cunningham (1759),7 John Burk, who was mar- 
ried to Rachael Haire in January 1775,° James Cunningham and 
Mary Tuff, joined in wedlock in 1768, Jenne Dorety (1767),° 
Micah Dougherty (1771),?° Daniel Shay (1772), and James Shay 
(1768) .1! Brookfield in 1765 had twenty-four Irish residents out 
of a population of 1,811,'* a percentage of .013. 

In the town of Brookline there were five Irish persons by 1774, 
John McFeden, son of John, who was born in 1740, Mary Farley, 
who was married in 1734, and Henry Cunningham, son of William, 
who was born in 1774."* By 1765 there were three Irish inhabi- 
tants out of a total population of three hundred and thirty-eight," 
a percentage of .0O8. Cambridge had only four known Irish in- 
habitants before the Revolution, David and Susanna Logan, the 
parents of John, who was born in 1745, and Ruth Maddocks, who 
was born in 1743.1° Out of a total population of 1,571** in 1765 
the Irish element amounted to, .002. There is a special difficulty 
in dealing with this case arising from the fact that out of 25,923 
births recorded in Cambridge before 1850, 3,456 had only the 
first name given, the percentage of unknown persons reaching .133 
of the total number of births.’” 

John Coggin, who was probably a member of the Boston Cog- 
ans, appears in the records of Charleston on December 22, 1664 
when he was married to Mary Long.** Charlton had one Irish 
representative before 1775 in Robert Kelley who was married in 
1759.1° In Chelmsford were the following Irish persons: William 
Farley, who was born in 1761, the son of Timothy and Mary Far- 
ley, Davis Welch, who was married in 1750,—Farley, who died 
in 1758 and Henry Heily, a “stranger,” whose death occurred 
in 1771.2° Chelmsford had in 1765 a population of 1,012?! includ- 
ing five Irish inhabitants, a percentage of .004. Chelsea, too, had 
five Irish residents before 1775, namely, Abraham Maccurdins 
(from Ireland), who was born in 1727, John Cochran, who was 
married to Mary Humphrey in 1765, and Paul Riley married to 
Lucey Holland in 1754.2? With a population of four hundred and 
sixty-two in 1765 Chelsea had five Irish inhabitants, a percentage 
of .01.23 Even before 1700 Concord was the residence of two 
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Irish women, Mary Haes and Mary Tooll, who were married in 
1668 and in 1663, respectively.** In 1712 John Rely, the son of 
John and Jane, died. Abigail Burk and Thomas McGee were 
married to non-Irish parties in 1744 and 1741, respectively.2® Hugh 
Cargill was the most prominent Irish settler in the town. An in- 
scription on the slab over Cargill’s grave reads: 

Here lies interred the remains of 

Hugh Cargill, late of Boston, who 

died in Concord; January 12, 1799, 

in the 60th year of his age. Mr. 

Cargill was born in Ballyhannon, in 

Ireland; came to this country in 

the years 1774, destitute of the com- 

forts of life; but, by his industry 

and good economy, he acquired a 

good estate, to his wife, Rebecca 

Cargill; likewise a large and gener- 

ous donation to the town of Concord, 

for benevolent purposes. 


Further down on the stone are the lines: 


How strange, O Lord that reigns on high, 
That I should come so far to die! 

And leave my friends where I was bred, 
To lay my bones with strangers dead! 
But I have hopes, when I arise 

To dwell with them in yonder skies.” 


Concord had by 1765 an Irish population of seven. 


Dedham was early settled by Irishmen. One of these was Mich- 
ael Bacon, who came to Dedham in 1640 ‘from Ireland,” with his 
wife and four children. He had four children, all born in 
Ireland; Michael, an inhabitant originally of Woburn, born 
in 1640 and deceased in 1688, Daniel, who was also a settler at 
first in Woburn, born in 1640 and deceased in 1691; John and 
Sarah. Michael Bacon was the father of two children and Daniel 
Bacon of eight.27 On May 26, 1640 a town meeting agreed that 
the “Towne of Dedham shall enterteyne m™ Samuel Cooke to- 
gether w‘" his estate and also m*’ Smith & m* Bacon all from 
Ireland & afford to them such accommodacons of vpland & med- 
owe as their estates shall Requier....”’ At a meeting on June 23, 
1640 reference was made to “M" Bacon being lately arrived hear 
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from Ireland... .” On July 6 of the same year the town gave Sam- 
uel Cooke twelve acres of land in Dedham and one hundred and 
fifty acres near the Charles River. Cooke appears again on May 
9, 1649 when a sale of lands is made by William Parks, who acted 
in that capacity as an attorney of Samuel Cooke “deceased, of 
Dublin.”** Andrew Devin was married on September 10, 1652,7° 
Sarah Othea, on January 28, 1064,*° and John Dehaughty to Mrs. 
Mary Thomas in 1742,3* on October 2, 1757 Mary O’brine 
“brought herself under y® Bonds of y® Covenant I was baptised.’*? 
John Maddin was married in 1765 and Rebecca Connelly, on 
March 3, 1769.3° Dedham was the home of twenty-four Irish per- 
sons by 1775. ¢ 

In a list of persons who came to live in Dorchester but did not 
“rec’d the approval of the Law” between April 10, 1767 and June 
23, 1789 were John Barry, David Burns, Samuel and John Cochare 
and Edmund Griffin who came in 1770, all Irish names.** Dracut 
in 1766 had two Irish persons, Peg Connor and Smith who 
became partners in marriage in that year. Connor was a “Servant 
of Mrs. Deborah Coburn” and Smith a “servant of Robert Co- 
burn.’’*> In 1759 Mary Deliney was married in Dudley.*® The per- 
centage of Irish in Dudley was .001, the total population of the 
town in 1765 being seven hundred and forty-eight.*’ There were 
seven persons of Irish extraction in Dunstable by 1775: Joseph 
Farley, son of Ebenezer and Hipsebeth, born in 1758, Sarah Far- 
ley married in 1741, Andrew Fleming in 1738, Elizabeth Sullar- 
dine in 1789 and John Sullindin in 1680.** This number repre- 
sented a percentage of .012 of the total population of Dunstable, 
which was five hundred and fifty-nine.*® Birth and marriage 
records reveal a larger number of Irish in Framingham than has 
been met with thus far in this paragraph. The birth register con- 
tains the names of Samuel Doritha (1769), Cate (1771), Hannah 
(1773), Jana (1773) and Patty Dougherty (1771). Marriage files 
mention Mary Coggin (1732), Henry Cogin (1730), Nelle Dona- 
hue (1758), Mary Obland (1726) and John Dunn, Jr. and Grace 
Kelley (1751) the last two married to one another.*? Eleven Irish 
persons out of a population of 1,305*! in 1765 give Framingham an 
Irish percentage of .008. 

One of the settlers of Groton was John Conn, who was said to 
have been born in the northern part of Ulster County, Ireland, in 
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1684. On May 22, 1747 he appears in the records of Littleton, 
Massachusetts, when Salmon Whitney of that town, a yeoman, 
gave him a mortgage on one hundred and fifty acres of land in the 
westerly part of the town, the said acres being all of Whitney’s 
lands in Littleton and the mortgage covering, besides, Whitney’s 
dwelling house and other buildings. The mortgage was made to 
secure a loan from John Conn to Whitney of five hundred pounds, 
maturing on May 22, 1748. On March 5, 1750 Conn purchased 
from Samuel Scripture, Jr. and Alexander McHark, both of 
Groton, various parcels of land in Groton comprising respectively, 
fifty, thirty, six, eight and nine acres, in all, one hundred and three 
acres. After this date he apparently was a resident of Groton for 
he no longer appears in the Littleton records. His wife, Rosanna, 
he probably married in Ireland. His children were all probably 
born in Ireland, were said to have been “above the ordinary 
height with broad shoulders and powerful frames, knit together 
with strong elastic muscles.” Mrs. Conn survived her husband 
many years and was living (non compos mentis) as late as May 
11, 1767. John Conn died on May 16, 1759 at the age of seventy- 
five in Groton where he was buried. The inscription on his grave- 
stone reads: “Here lies the body of Mr. John Conn who departed 
this Life March 16, 1759 in the 76th year of his Age.” His will 
dated November 29, 1758 contains the following provisions. His 
wife, Rosanna to receive the “youse and Improvement or Income 
of all my housing and Lane in Groton during her nattural life that 
I shall not otherwise dispose of” and “all my personall Estate of 
Every Kind... .” to his son-in-law, Jacob Gragg is given the 
“youse and Improvement of all my Husbandry tools” as long as 
his (John’s) wife lived. His daughter, Margaret Gragg, given 
“one-half of all his lands in Groton after the decease of me and 
my wife.” The two sons, John and George Conn are recipients of 
“all my Lands and Buildings in Groton that I have not dispose 
to my daughter Gragg. .. .” His granddaughter, Elizabeth Conn, 
is to receive “13, 6s. 8d. in seven years after his decease.” To his 
son, Thomas, is given one half of all his lands, “in South Caroline 
in Wanyon upon pede River so called.” The other half of “my 
lands situated as aforsd in Caroliner” is bestowed upon his grand- 
son, John Conn of Harvard and John Gragg of Groton. Rosanna 
Conn, his wife, was the sole executrix, the witnesses being Nathan 
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Hubbard, Benjamen Stone and William Lawrence. The will was 
proved on April 30, 1759. 

On May 7, 1767 the selectman of Groton in a petition to the 
judge of probate for Middlesex County stated that Rosanna Conn 
“had lost her reason and on account of age and infirmity was un- 
able to care for herself or her estate.” They asked for the ap- 
pointment of her son-in-law, Jacob Gragg, of Groton, as the 
guardian over Rosanna. The Court made the appointment. But 
John Conn, son of John and Rosanna, had come over from Ireland 
and taken into his own hand his mother’s estate of which he re- 
fused to give any account. At the request of Jacob Gragg made 
on June 1, 1767, John Conn was cited by the Court on June 10, 
1767 to appear for examination at which examination John men- 
tioned his brother, George, accounted for some his mother’s prop- 
erty and said that his mother had given him-a note for £250 to 
bring his wife and family from Ireland. The records do not reveal 
the result of the court’s examination.*? The population of Groton 
in 1705 was 1,423** inclusive of twelve Irish persons, all members 
of the Conn family, a.percentage of .008. | 

Holliston counted a small group of Irish inhabitants comprising 
Davied Madden, who was born in 1763, his parents being Michael 
and Mary Madden, Nancy Gillmore, born in 1771, who later was 
married to Patrick Gillmore, and Sarah Divine and Thomas Mur- 
phy, who were joined in marriage in 1770.44 There were three 
Irish persons in Holliston in 1765 out of a population of seven 
hundred and five,*® representing the very low percentage of .004. 

A considerable number of Irish were to be found in Hopkinton 
before the Revolution. Birth records afford the following Irish 
names: John Devine (1746); Elisabeth (1728), Jayn (1720), 
John (1717), Mary (1722) and William Donaghy (1724) ; Alex- 
ander (1755), Ann (1740), David (1747), Hannah (1763), 
Henry (1747), James (1749), John (1759), Samuel (1760), Wil- 
liam (1751), Richard (1768) and Sarah Kelley (1766), Richard 
Kelly (1744) ; Abigail (1727) and Patience Malone (1729) .*° Of 
six hundred births registered between 1727 and 1757 twenty bear 
Irish names, a percentage of .033.47 On the marriage register are 
found the names of Elizabeth Dorrothy (1765), Jane Kelly 
(1748), Martha Kelly (1769), James Devine (1771), John Divine 
(1769), Chloe Ryan (1771), and Kate Shay (1766). John Drum 
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and Grace Kelley were joined in marriage in 1751 and Patrick 
Shay and Margrett Dempsey in 1744, Patrick marrying again in 
1765.48 Hopkinton had in 1765 a total population of 1,027,*° in- 
cluding fifty-one inhabitants of Irish extraction, a percentage of 
049, 

The small town of Lancaster had one Irishman, Micah Brian, 
who was married September 5, 1770.°° Lexington by 1775 was the 
home of six Irish persons, namely, James Kelly, born in 1733, the 
son of James and Elizabeth Kelly, Betty Noonan, born in 1772 
and Peter Murphy and Sarah Crolley, who were joined in matri- 
mony in 1738.5 In Lincoln there was the Malone family. The 
parents were Cornelius and Elizabeth, their children and dates of 
birth being Joseph, Timothy and William Malone (1764 bap- 
tisms); Joseph (1757) and Willham Maloney (1755); Mich 
(1763) and Timothy Malony (1760). Note the three different 
spellings.*? Of the six hundred and forty-nine®* inhabitants of 
Lincoln in 1765 nine were Irish, a percentage of .013. This number 
would be considerably larger if the fifty unknown birth registra- 
tions and four marriage records before 1800 were revealed.®* In 
1700 Timothy Farly was married in Lunenburg.®® Malden also 
accounts for only one Irishman, Philip Connel, who entered the 
matrimonial state in 1688.°° The birth records of Medfield reveal 
a John and Elizabeth Conole (Connole, Connolly) who were the 
parents of Grace (1755), Richard (1759), James (1749), Rebakah 
(1747), John (1745), Mary (1751) and William (1745). Willam 
and Mary Connolly had two children born before 1775, John 
(1774) and Peggy (1772).°' The Irish element numbered eleven 
individuals out of six hundred and twenty-eight®® in 1765, a per- 
centage of .O17. 

Medford was also represented by a fairly large group of Irish. 
Eloner Macordy ‘“‘one Maccordy Irish” was baptized in 1729; Mary 
McCarthy was born in 1747 and Margaret Mc Carthy, in 1749, 
both daughters of Daniel and Mary Me Carthy.®® A Foster of 
Charlestown “Irish” married an unknown Medfield party in 1733, 
while Abigail and Timothy Donnahew were married in 1746, and 
Captain David Donahew married a non-Irish party in 1745. In 
1718 Margarett Hayes was married while in 1753 Joshua Flin 
died.*° There were eleven Irish persons in Medford in 1765 out 
of a total population of seven hundred and ninety,®* a percentage 
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of .013. This percentage would be higher, no doubt, if the thirty- 
two unidentified persons including the following: ‘‘young man, a 
child, a stranger, illegitimate infant,” in the vital statistics of the 
town were known.®? Timothy Madden, who was married in 1768, 
was the only Irishman in Medway before 1775.°* Mendon is a third 
town to have an Irish population of eleven to thirteen persons. 
In the birth records are found the names of Mehiteble Killey 
(1765), Levi (1765), Mary (1739) and Maddin (Madden) 
(1759). Among the marriages are Elizabeth (1708), Thomas 
(1717), Mary (1744) and Abigail Burch (1751) ; David Conden 
(1771), Benjamin Killey (1767), Martha Mc Namara (1769)* 
and Mary O’Brian (1769),° In 1739 Sarah Burk died.*° The thir- 
teen Irish residents in Mendon in 1765 out of a population of 
1,838 represented a percentage of .007.°7 

In Milford there was one Irish family before the Revolution, 
the Maddens, Michael, father and Mary, his wife. They came to 
Milford in 1772 and before 1775 had three children, David (1763), 
Leve (1764) and Amos (before 1775).°° Milton was the scene 
in 1688 of a marriage between Ruth Rial and Timothy Crehore.* 
There were four Irish persons in New Braintree before 1775, 
John Jr., and Jonathan Cunningham, who were married in 1770 
and 1771 respectively, and James Burk, who was born in 1773, 
the.son of James Burk and Anna Anderson (non-Irish).7° Only 
a small number of Irish are in evidence in Newton where in the 
marriage of James Ryan to Anna Ward (1763) and again in his 
marriage to Margaret Chamberlain (1771) and John Fleming 
(1771)™ only two Irish persons were residents in 1765 out of a 
population of 1,308,7? a percentage of .001. 

In 1727 Richard Burk with three children came to North Brook- 
field probably from Stow or Northampton. Two of Richard’s sons, 
Richard and Jonathan, were carpenters. Jonathan served in the 
War of 1722-1724 or “Father Rolle’s War.” Richard’s brother, 
Jonathan, a carpenter with seven children, settled in North Brook- 
field about 1732. Both Richard and Jonathan were men of “con- 
siderable estate.’’’* 

To Oxford in 1734 came John, William and Alexander Nichols, 
brothers, from Ireland according to tradition. John, who was 
seventeen years old, worked his way across to Roxbury, before 
coming to Oxford.™* Another Irishman was James Freeman, who 
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came from Ireland to Lexington in 1740 moving in the same year 
to Hopkinton, administrating the estate of Oliver Watson of Le- 
cister in 1747, and appearing in Brimfield as a trader in 1751. In 
May 1754 in his capacity as a trader he brought suits in the Wor- 
cester court against people in Western and Brookfield. Freeman 
purchased land in Oxford on March 11, 1766 and moved there in 
the same year. The last record of him before 1775 is in the church 
files which state: “1771, Aug. 28. Baptized John, son of Aaron 
Parker, and Abigail, his wife, at his house. Col. Learned and 
wife, Mrs. James Freeland (Freeman) and others present.”7® 
Ebenezer Lamson, son of Timothy of Concord, and a descendant 
of an emigrant ancestor from Ireland, was born on April 13, 1741 
and settled in Oxford sometime before 1775.7° By 1774 Oxford 
had at least five inhabitants of Irish extraction. 

Perhaps the first Irish settler in Roxbury was Ann Borrowdale 
or Barrydel, the daughter of John, of Cork, Ireland. She came 
with George Dennison as his wife to Massachusetts in 1645, two 
years after the death of the first Mrs. Dennison. The couple later 
went to Southerton (now Stonington), Connecticut. In Dennison’s 
will of 1693 Mrs. Dennison was generously remembered receiving 
the mansion house, lands and “household stuff.”*7 Over thirty 
years later (1678) Samuel Macharty,** the son of Thaddeus, was 
born and in 1681 Mareene, the infant child of Dorman “an Irish- 
man of Muddy River,” died.”® Then there was John Marcy, the 
son of the high sheriff of Limerick, Ireland, who was born in 
1662 and came to Massachusetts in 1685 joining Elliot’s church 
in Roxbury on March 7 of that year. In 1686 with others he took 
possession of the Quatosett (now Woodstock), Connecticut, 
granted by Massachusetts (1663) to Roxbury. Marcy married 
Sarah Hadlock, the daughter of James and Sarah (Draper) Had- 
lock of Roxbury. They both lived and died in Woodstock, Marcy 
passing away on December 23, 1724 at the age of sixty-two. 
Eleven children resulted from the union. John was of the ancient 
family of Marcy or DeMarcy, which came to Normandy with 
Rollo in 912 and to England in 1068 with William the Conqueror, 
and thence to Ireland.®° Birth records reveal the names of Kather- 
ine Cockran (1738), Walter Logan (1766), Mary Doyle (1767), 
Joseph Ryan, (1768) and William Maccarty (1773),** while in 
the marriage files are John Crowley (1756), Katherine Fitz Jerald 
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(1757), Thomas Nolan (1762), James Ryan (1771) and Mary 
Cunningham (1772), all married to non-Irish parties. Elizabeth 
Eagen and Edward Butler were joined in wedlock in 1743.8? Flor- 
ence Marcarti died in 1712, Dr. James Noland, who “came sick 
from Annapolis Royal,” in 1713 and Mary Callehand “a pauper,” 
in 1734.8° The population of Roxbury in 1765 was 1,4878* which 
included twenty-seven residents of Irish extraction, a percentage 
of .018. 

Rutland was the home of three Irishmen before the Revolution- 
ary war; James Cunningham, who came to Rutland in 1736 (?) 
from Ireland, Patrick Gregory (born in Ireland) who died in the 
town on July 5, 1756 in his sixty-third year, and Richard Murphy, 
who was married there on September 25, 1774.°° These three con- 
stituted a percentage of .002 in a total population of 1,090.%° In 
Shirley a militia list of 1754 enumerates the names of four Irish- 
men, Connery, Dyer, Griffin and Fitzhenry, out of a total com- 
plement of fifty men.*’ In the birth records of Shirley are found 
Dunn (1746), who later became the wife of Edward 
Dunn, and was probably of Irish origin, Joannah (1753), the 
daughter of William and Alas Hays, Elenor (1747) “in Tirland” 
and Fancies (1748) “in Iriland,” both the daughters of Lorance 
and Elisabeth Mitchel, and William Madden (1771).8° Shirley 
had four hundred and thirty®® inhabitants in 1765 including thir- 
teen of Irish stock, a percentage of .03. Shrewsbury also had a 
fairly large number of Irish inhabitants. In 1708 Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Olive and Margaret Burns of “Ordstrow, County 
Tyron, Ireland,” was born. James Mahoney was married in 1766, 
William Kelley in 1772 and Richard Murphy in 1774.° By 1765 
there were seventeen Irish inhabitants out of a total population 
of 1,401,® a percentage of .012. There was only one prominent 
Irish settler in Southbridge before 1775, a William Mc Kinstry, a 
farmer, who was born in Carrickfergus, Ireland in 1722, came 
to Boston about 1740 or 1741, went to Medfield where he remained 
for seven years and finally to Southbridge (Sturbridge) in 1748 
where he married Mary Morse in 1751. The couple had thirteen 
children, three of them being Amos, John and Nathan.” 

Only one Irish family, the Cuninghams, was residing in Spencer 
in the Pre-Revolutionary period. The members of the Cuningham 
group born before 1775 were Ann (1765), David (1748), Eliza- 
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beth (1766), James (1773), John (1745), John (1746), Jonathan 
(1748), Nathanial (1752), Reuben (1769), Robert (1740), Sarah 
(1773), Simeon (1767) and William (1754). Under the Spelling, 
Cunningham, appears Jonas born in 1771. John Cunningham was 
married in 1770.°* Robert Cunningham, who was born in 1740,%4 
was probably the party who came to Spencer from Londonderry, 
Coleraine County, Ireland. In a population of six hundred and 
sixty-four®® in 1765 Spencer had eleven Irish inhabitants or a per- 
centage of .016. In Stoneham appears a slight increase in the num- 
ber of Irish townspeople. Stoneham births of persons of Irish 
origin before 1775 comprise Daniel (1737), Sarah (1738) and 
Isaac Conaway (1741) ; John Conery (1743) ; Peter (1747), Han- « 
nah (1750) and Lydia Connery (1753); John (1738), Rebeckah 
(1743) and Thomas Connelly (1745).®’ There were in all four- 
teen Irish settlers:in Stoneham in 1765 out of a total population 
of three hundred and forty,®S a percentage of .041. In Stow there 
were only nine residents of Irish extraction in 1765, the total popu- 
lation being seven hundred and ninety-four,®” a percentage of .011. 
The Irish, male and female, were Andrew Dun, born in 1721, 
James Bunn, in 1724 and Margaret Dunn, in 1726, their parents 
being Andrew and Elizabeth Dunn; Peter McMorphee and Pat- 
rick Road, both of whom were married in 1761; and Thomas, the 
husband of Marcy Burk, who died in 1753.?°° There were fourteen 
Irish persons in Sturbridge at this time comprising Ruth Brian, 
born in 1739, the daughter of John and Ruth, Diadami Nugent, 
born in 1766, the daughter of Ruth Blunt, John Ryan, born in 
1772, the son of John and Sarah; Keziah Ruck, who married Peter 
Morse in 1754, there being three children born to the couple, and 
Philip Mahhon and Ruth Rian (widow) who were joined in wed- 
lock in 1764.1°! In 1765 Irish residents in Sturbridge numbered 
nine out of a total population of eight hundred and ninety-six,’? 
a percentage of .O11. 

A large and prominent Irish group came to Sudbury even be- 
fore 1700. Among the fifty-six original “Grantees and settlers.” 
were two Irishmen, Thomas Flynn and Hugh Griffin, both of 
' whom settled in Sudbury in 1639,7°° Another early settler was 
John Moore, whose origin is uncertain, Ireland, Scotland and Eng- 
land being given as the probable places of birth. John purchased in 
1642 from Edmund Rice a house and some land in that part of 
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Sudbury which afterwards became Wayland. On July 9, 1645 he 
took the oath of fidelity. John died on January 6, 1674. His wife 
Elizabeth, the daughter of Philemon Whale, survived him, pass- 
ing away on December 14, 1690. Moore’s will, made on August 
25, 1068, and probated on April 7, 1675, left an estate valued 
at £804 7s. There were eight children, John, William and Mary, 
whose dates of birth are unknown, Lydia (June 24, 1643), Jacob 
(April 28, 1645), Joseph (October 21, 1647), Benjamin (Decem- 
ber 13, (1648) ? and Elizabeth (January 10, 1649). By 1722 the 
number of descendants amounted to fifty-four and in 1800 the 
number was two hundred and five.*°* Other settlers before 1700 
were Richard and Mary Burk, the parents of Joseph, borr in 
1676, Mary, in (1680) and Jonas, in 1783. On August 10, 1660 
Garrett Micker an “Irishman, drowned,’’?° 

After 1700 the Irish element appreciably increased. In the birth 
records of Sudbury are found the names of Azuba (1711), Dinah 
(170?), John (1704) ; Kazia (1711), Marcy (1719) and Thomas 
Burk (1727); Thomas Coggin (1734) ; Elizabeth (1725), Jacob 
(1739), James (1745) and Samuel Cogin (1737) ; Anne Crowley 
(1742) ; John Silloway (1750) ; Amos Silloway (1752) and Fliza- 
beth Salaway (1754).1°° The marriage register names Elizabeth 
Burk (1749), who had three children, Abigail Burk (1709), 
Henry Coggin (1756), Heny Cogin (1730), William Dunn (1758) 
and Cornelius Malonia (1756) .1°’ By 1765 the Irish population of 
Sudbury, including on a conservative estimate one hundred of 
John Moore’s descendants, amounted to one hundred and _ forty- 
six or .082 which as considerable enough, the total population of 
the town being 1,773.1°8 

In March 1718 Sutton reveals her first Irishman, a John Haye, 
who was on a committee appointed to consider the erection of a 
meeting-house.?°® Matthew Lackey, the second Irish settler, born 
on October 21, 1742, the second son of Matthew Lackey, who 
came to Massachusetts in 1735 from northern Ireland, came to 
Sutton about 1772 and lived there all his life, dying in 1809. 
Matthew Jr. married and had ten children.7*° Among the men 
from Sutton who served for various periods of time in the French 
and Indian War from 1755 to 1761 were Alexander Calhone, 
David Cunningham, and James Murphy, all privates."? Tewks- 
bury’s vital records show a larger number of Irish inhabitants 
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than was found in Sutton. Sarah Cockran (1737), Josiah (1739), 
Mary (1758) and Silence Coggin (1749), Lydia Cogin (1762), 
James (1759) and Daniel Ryan (1764) are on the birth records. 
Mary Flemming was married in 1743 and Silence Coggin died 
in 1750.72 A Dr. Daniel Ryan of Tewksbury was married to 
Anna MCoy on November 8, 1757. Two children came from this 
union, James (October 21, 1759) and Daniel, (September 30, 
1764) .113 There were in Tewksbury in 1765 twenty inhabitants of 
Irish extraction out of a total population of seven hundred and 
eighty-one,'!* a percentage of .025. 

The Dunns, Macnemaras and Maddens were fairly well repre- 
sented in Uxbridge before 1775. John and Jane Dunn were the 
parents of Agneas (1749), David (1745), Elisabeth (1746), 
James (1751), Samuel (1753) and Thomas (1748). Timothy 
and Martha Macnemara had one child, Hannah, born in 1743, 
while Timothy and Silence Macnemara were the parents of 
Hopstil (1762), Martha (1746) and Hugh (1759). Mical Madden, 
the son of Timothy and Elizabeth, was born in 1740. A Margret 
Dun was married to Daniel McFarling in 1747. Molley and 
Timothy Maden, the children of Timothy and Albigail, were born 
in 1769 and 1772, respectively. Other Irish persons were Phebe 
McBride, born in 1758, Abigail Burke, married in 1744 and Wing 
Kelley, whose wife, Diame, was born in 1774.1 The Irish num- 
bered by 1765 twenty-two persons, a percentage of .018 out of a 
population of 1,213.%° Walpole had a slightly lower number of 
Irish inhabitants, some sixteen in all out of a population of 1765 
of seven hundred and eighty-five.1!7 a rather low percentage of 
.02. Among the Irish inhabitants of Uxbridge were John and 
Elizabeth Connoly, the parents of Mary, born in 1751, Abigail 
and Hezkiah Haze, who were married in 1759 and 1748,"® re- 
spectively, and two Irish soldiers in the service during 1756, 
Timothy Calahan and Edward Murfee.'?® 

Waltham, with a population of six hundred and sixty-three,’*° 
had only ten inhabitants of Irish origin in 1765, a percentage of 
01S. The ten were, David, born in 1731, George, in 1734, 
Hannah, in 1742 Samuel, in 1743 and Sarah in 1737, all, children 
of David McConoughey and his wife, and John and Ruth Mc- 
Nemarrow, the parents of Susanna, born in 1755.'%*! A rather 
unusual case was that of Nelle Donahew, a negress, who was 
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married on December 12, 1758.12? Waltham numbered more Irish 
than Warren, where Robert Cunningham was married in 1763 and 
Robert Kelley in 1771,?*° a total of two Irishmen out of a popula- 
tion of five hundred and eighty-three,’™* a percentage of .003. 
Watertown early was identified with Irish settlement in Massa- 

chusetts. On December 22, 1690 Alexander Bulman, an Irishman, 
married Margaret Taylor. Bulman stated in reference to Miss 
Taylor “she is one of my Ireland friends and was once my 
servant... . 5 The next Irish residents were Esther and Eliza- 
beth, the daughters of John Kinningham, who were baptized in 
1699.17 A son of John was baptized in 1700,1*" his name also 
John. On February 16, 1715 John Cunningham was married to 
Elizabeth Cooledge by the Reverend Henry Gibbs of Watertown'® 
and in 1732 a Mary Wright, who was living in the home of John 
was “warned out of town.’’*® Another and earlier instance of a 
“warning” was that of Robert Sturgeon, an Irishman. At a meet- 
ing of the selectmen of Watertown on August 20, 1722 it was 

Ordered, That the Town Clark do forth- 

with give a warrant to one of the 

constables of s* Town to warn out Mr. 

Robert Sturgeon who is come to dwell 

and sojorn in s* Town, who is a per- 

son that the Selectmen do Refuse to 

accep of as an Inhabitant in sd. Town 

who hath proved alredy a great charge 

and Trouble to s* Town, and may yet 

prove Troublesome and chargeable if — 

not timely prevented, said Mr. 

Sturgeon came from the Township of 

Wooborn to dwell in Watertown in the 

Month of December last past and is a 

stranger Arrived from Ireland as we 


understand within twelve months last 
paste 


On December 13, 1745 Joseph Killy “of his majesty’s Castle 
William and Mary Chenry of Watertown” were married by 
Reverend Seth Storer.**! Other Irish persons in Watertown were 
Mary Kelly, who was baptized in 1750,'*? and John and Caty 
Cockran, born in 1773 and 1775, respectively, being the children 
of William and Mary Cockran.*** 

A very small number of Irish was to be found in Wayland 
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before the Revolution. One Irishman, Henry Cogin died in 1725, 
another Irishman, Henry Coggin, in 1756. Another Cogin, John, 
lost his wife, Elizabeth, in 1725.1°* By 1765 there were five in- 
habitants of Irish origin in Wayland, As Wayland was not a 
separate town in that year no percentage can be obtained. In 
Westford a Joseph, son of James Dunn, was born in 1737.2°° Out 
of a population of nine hundred and sixty-two’*® in 1765 there 
were only two Irish persons in Westford, a percentage of .002. 

In contrast to Wayland a large number of persons of Irish 
origin find mention in the records of Woburn. The first Irishman 
in Woburn was probably James Butler, whose name appears on 
the tax lists for 1676, 1677 and 1678. His ancestry is not known 
but Caleb Groton, a descendant of Groton, says, “The Emerald 
Isle, however, was undoubtedly the country from which their 
ancester, (James Butler) emigrated and the Irish nation with 
whom they share nationality.” John Butler, the son of James, 
was born in Woburn on July 22, 1677.15" Caleb Butler, a descend- 
ant of James was first taxed in Woburn on August 8, 1698 and 
last taxed in 1721. On March 8, 1721 Caleb received indeed from 
Jonathan Tyng of Woburn four hundred and fifty acres of land 
in Dunstable, an addition of one hundred and fifty acres being 
made later to the first lot. Caleb moved to Dunstable during 1721, 
building on the purchased lot a house of pine logs which lasted 
for eighty years. Later in the first town meeting of Nottingham 
(now Hudson) he was chosen town clerk and a selectman which 
offices he held for “several years” during which time he was 
addressed as “Deacon.” Caleb Butler had ten children, four sons 
and six daughters. Ona simple gravestone in Pelham, New Hamp- 
shire is the following inscription, identifying John butler the 
first of the Butler family to be born in Massachusetts: 

D 
Iohn 
Butler 
1759. A 
82188 

The first Burying Ground of Woburn has in its records mention 
of another early Irish family, the Coggers. The parents were 
John and Elizabeth, their children being John, died March 10, 
1693, Henry, died March 19, 1694, Henry, who passed away 
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on August 21, 1697, Joseph, who was born and who died on the 
same day, September 12, 1698 and Henry, born on March 27 and 
died on March 29, 1703.1°® One other Woburn Irishman was 
Robert Cunninghan, whose death occurred in 1745,1*° 

Worcester, the last town in central Massachusetts to claim at- 
tention numbered some two hundred and sixty-eight persons of 
Irish origin. Among the first Irish settlers in Worcester were 
Hugh annd Sarah Coley, who had one daughter, Susannah, born 
in 1733; David and Eleanor Cunningham, whose daughter Re- 
becca was born in 1760, and Thaddeus and Mary Maccarty, who 
were the parents of a large number of children, comprising the 
following with dates of birth: Francis (1756), Francis (1763), 
John (1752), Lucretia (1762), Lucy (1760), Mary (1750), 
Nathaniel (1758), Samuel (1755), Thaddeus (1747), Thomas 
(1749), and William (1753). There were also William and Mary 
Mahan, whose children were David (1769), Elizabeth (1761), 
John (1759), Mary (1756), Mary (1757), Rebeckah (1763), 
Samuel (1760), Samuel (1761), and William (1748) and John 
Murphy (1750), the sons of William and Elizabeth Murphy; and 
James and Mary Sloan, the parents of John “born in Ireland” in 
1733.41 In the marriage records are found the names of the fol- 
lowing Irish: Mary Coggin (1732), John Conloy (1745), Mary 
Killey (1757), Timothy Sullivan (1763), Lawrence Kelley (1770) 
and Anne Hart and James Kelley, who were joined in wedlock in 
1774.42 McGee asserts that sometime between 1730-1776 there 
came to Worcester two Irishmen whose names may be read today 
on headstones over their respective graves, John Young, a native 
of Derry, Ireland, who died in 1730, being then one hundred and 
seven years old, and David Young, a native of Donegal, Ireland, 
who died in 1776 in his ninety-fifth year."** 

Table XIII is similar in scope and arrangement to the table 
accompanying the studies of the other sections of Massachu- 
setts. Only towns the total population of which was known in 
1765 are listed. This rule was the guide in the selection of the 
towns for tabular arrangement in the other sections under con- 
sideration. 

The table reveals some interesting data. The average percentage, 
015, is very low. The highest percentage, .082, is found in Sud- 
bury, which likewise has the largest number of Irish inhabitants, 
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one hundred and forty-six, which is nearly one-third of the total 
number of Irish in the entire section. The lowest percentage, .001, 
is in Dudley and Newton. Dudley also counts the smallest number 
of Irish inhabitants, the number being one. 
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TABLE XIII. Torat Poputation, IrR1IsH POPULATION AND PERCENTAGE 


Towns 


. Acton 
. Bellingham 


. Brookfield 


Brookline 
. Cambridge 


. Chelmsford 


. Chelsea 
. Dudley 
. Dunstable 


. Framingham 


. Groton 
. Holliston 


. Hopkinton 


. Lincoln 

. Medfield 

. Medford 

. Mendon 

. Newton 

. Roxbury 

. Rutland 

. Shirley 

. Shrewsbury 
. Spencer 

. Stoneham 
. Stow 
Sturbridge 
. Sudbury 

. Tewksbury 
. Uxbridge 


30. Walpole 


. Waltham 
. Warren 


33. Westford 


Total 


oF IRISH, IN SELECTED TOWNS IN CENTRAL 
MASSACHUSETTS IN 1765 


r } ; Percentage o 
Total Population Trish Population epiage of 


Trish 
611 5 008 
468 ) .010 
1811 24 013 
338 3 008 
1571 4 * .002 
1012 5 004 
462 5 .010 
748 ] 001 
559 7 012 
1305 11 .008 
1423 12 .008 
705 3 O04 
1027 Gh 049 
649 9 013 
628 11 .017 
790 11 013 
1838 13 .007 
1308 2 001 
1487 27 018 
1090 8 002 
430 i, .030 
1401 17 012 
664 3 .016 
340 14 041 
794 9 O11 
896 9 O11 
1773 146 .082 
781 20 025 
1213 22 018 
785 16 .020 
663 10 015 
583 ee 003 
962 2 .002 
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2. WESTERN MassACHUSETTS 

Of all the Massachusetts sections investigated the western will 
be found to have the smallest number of Irish, a circumstance due 
principally to the fact that this section of the colony was the last 
to be settled. 

Ashfield had only one Irish settler before the Revolution, a 
Richard Ellis, a native of Dublin, Ireland, and Ashfield’s first in 
history who settled there about 1745. Ellis felled the first tree and 
built for himself and family a log house in the northeastern por- 
tion of the town.’** In Chester there were seven Irish persons 
by 1774, Patrick Bulkley and Anna Williams, who were joined 
in wedlock in 1773, and Abraham and Mary Fleming, the parents 
of Abraham born in 1770, Peggy, in 1771, and James, in 1774.14° 
There were, according to Holland, five Irishmen in Chesterfield 
before 1775, Charles and Benjamin Kidd, Robert Hamilton, 
George Buck and Prince Cowing. George Buck’s family was the 
first One to winter in the town, living on what is known as “Ire- 
land street,” which was the first town road established. At one 
time getting short of provisions, Buck started for Northampton 
to obtain food. Delayed by a snow storm, his family were forced 
to kill and eat the dog. John Cowing was the son of Prince Cow- 
ing, the first white child born in Chesterfield.44® Of six hundred 
and thirty births recorded in Colrain between 1761 and 1800, four 
bear Irish names, Mary, born on June 23, 1761, Sarah, on Novem- 
ber 23, 1763, John, on October 6, 1766 and Robert Cochran, on 
December 11, 1768, a percentage of .006.%47 A James Barry is 
referred by Holland to the period 1735-1741, as being one of the 
“Scotch-Irish” who had settled in Colrain, but the assertion is 
not proved.1*§ 

Deerfield was one of the few towns in central Massachusetts 
the Irish element of which ranked rather high in numbers and 
influence. One of the first Irish settlers of Deerfield was Matthew 
Clesson “from Ireland,” who took the oath of allegiance on Febru- 
ary 8, 1678 and became a freeman in 1690. Clesson’s will made 
in 1713 was proved in 1716. He was married twice, first in 1670, 
to Mary Phelps, who died in 1687, and again in 1701 to Susanna 
Hedge, ten children resulting from the two unions,.’4® Then came 
Richard Ellis, who was born in Ireland on August 16, 1704, com- 
ing to.Boston in 1717, but moving to Easton in 1736 and to Deer- 
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field in 1741. He served in the last French and Indian war in the 
capacity of assistant commissary. Ellis married Mary Philips of 
Easton, eight children being born to them, Reuben, Mary, Re- 
member, Jane, Matthew, John, Hannah and Caleb. On October 
11, 1797 Richard died in his ninety-fourth year.1°%° In 1752 a 
daughter, Ruth, was born to John and Sary Burk and in 1747 
Jane Mc Gee, daughter of Thomas, was born.*! In the marriage 
records of Deerfield are found the names of Mehitable Burk 
(1742), Hannah Harroon (1755), Mary Harroon (1761), and 
Mary Farley (1766), all married to non-Irish partners.’®? Another 
Irishman was William Alexander, who came to Deerfield from 
Londonderry, Ireland, in 1765 with his son, John, and his daugh- 
ters, Gin and Lydia. They were all “warned out of town” in the 
same year and after that time nothing more was heard of them.’*° 
Hugh Quin was another Irish settler in Deerfield. A record says 
that he was born in 1770, which date is incorrect, for Hugh had 
a son, Hugh, a tailor, who left Deerfield in 1771. Hugh Sr. was 
kidnapped in northern Ireland and brought to New England where 
he was sold for £20, the amount of his passage money. His mar- 
riage to Meribah Rose resulted in seven children, Meribah, Mariah, 
Nancy, Sophia, Hugh, Electa, and Naomi, all showing in their 
names traces of Puritan influences.%** In 1765 Deerfield with a 
total population of seven hundred and thirty-seven,’®® was the 
home of thirty persons of Irish origin, a percentage of .047. 

The little town of Granville had only one Irish inhabitant be- 
fore 1775, a Kate Sullivan,?** who died in the town in 1760, repre- 
senting the very low percentage of .001 out of a total population 
in 1765 of six hundred and eighty-two."** Hadley sent to the last 
French and Indian war during the years 1757-1763, three soldiers 
who are called “Scotch-Irish” by the town’s historian but who 
were probably Celtic-Irish, John Clark Sr., John Clark Jr., and 
William Clark.?® McGee mentions two alleged facts about Hamp- 
den County of interest in this study. One Rielly was. the first 
white man in the country to receive by deed a transfer of Indian 
lands to white ownership. Again, there was an “Ireland Parish” 
under Mt. Holyoke before the Revolution. Although both of 
these statements may be true, no primary sources are drawn upon 
by McGee in establishing their truth.°® There were three Irish- 
men, Hugh and Thompson, the sons of Hugh Maxwell, in Heath 
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before 1775. Hugh Maxwell Jr., was born in Ireland on April 
27, 1733 and was brought by his father in the same year to Heath. 
He was in service in five campaigns of the Old French and Indian 
Wars. Hugh’s brother, Thompson, was born in Bedford, Massa- 
chusetts, served in the French and Indian War during 1758-1763, 
and was a member of the famous Boston Tea Party (1773) .2%° 
James Moore, who was born in northern Ireland, came to Holland, 
Massachusetts, in 1718, but settled later in Union, Connecticut. 
A son, John, born in 1718, married Sarah Bliss of Springfield, 
Massachusetts, their son, Samuel, being born in Union. The older 
Moore, James, died when he was eighty-three years of age.1° 

One of the earliest settlers of Middlefield was James Hamilton 
“of Scotch-Irish descent”? (?) who came from Worcester, where 
he was also one of the first settlers, to Middlefield in 1718. James 
married twice, his first wife being Margaret , who died on 
February 14, 1761, in her thirty-seventh year. Margaret Mahon, 
his second wife, he married on August 20, 1761. She died on 
May 20, 1808 at the age of eighty-three. The children of the two 
unions were Moses (1750), Samuel (1752), Jane (1753), John 
(1757), Samuel (1759), Margaret (1762), William (1764) and 
David (1769) 1% 

The town of New Salem had four residents of Irish extraction 
by 1774, William and Mary Hays, and their Children, Charles and 
Sarah, both baptized in 1766.1°% The four members of the Hays 
family were probably living in New Salem in 1765 when the 
provincial census was taken up according to which the town had 
a population of three hundred and seventy-five souls,** the Irish 
group amounting to .01 of the whole population. 

A rather unusual light is thrown upon the general desire of 
the Irish settlers to retain their independence in a letter from 
John Stoddard of Northampton, dated December 6, 1739. Al- 
though only the section of land around Northampton 1s in ques- 
tion, the opinions expressed may be taken as typical of the in- 
tentions of the Puritans in general to suppress Irish initiative 
everywhere in Massachusetts. Speaking of the proposed Irish 
settlement, Stoddard says 


Mr. Livingston has an inclination to 
Lease out the Lands between North- 
ampton and Albany, but we may cer- 
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tainly know that we can’t find Tenants 
in this Country, unless we should ex- 
tend large sums to make the land 
tenantable, and it is very questionable, 
whether the Irish will submit to it, 
for their design in coming into this 
Country is that they may have some- 
thing of their own; and in Case any 
Number should settle there, the Town 
must be filled with them, for our 
Country people will not mix with them. 
Sending to Ireland is an uncertain 

way and will Cause Considerable delay.’ 


Palmer was another town in western Massachusetts which had 
a fairly large number of ‘Irish in its population. Birth records 
reveal the names of David (1756), Mary (1758), Sarah (1760) 
and Jan Flining (1763) ; Elizabeth and Margaret Fleming (1766), 
the twin daughters of David and Sarah; James (1770), Mary 
(1772) and Sarah (1774), the children of William and Sarah 
Fliming; and Margaret McMarcos (1717) “in county Derby- 
Ireland,” the wife of Deacon John Smith.’** In the marriage 
records are found the names of Timothy Farrell (1760), Sarah 
Farrel (1762), Isaac.Farrel (1762), Jolitha Conley (1771), 
Joseph Farrel (1708), Luke Walsh (1771) and Hannah Fliming 
(1772) .1°" In the death register are three Irish persons, Alexander 
MeNitt (1746) and his wife, Sarah (1744) both of whom came 
from “county Dunigell, Ireland,” and John Spence (1753), who 
was born in “Antrim County, Airland.”"°8 By 1765 the Irish group 
numbered fifteen souls, which number would probably be larger 
if the names of the forty-eight unidentified females in birth 
records and the four unknown females in the marriage lists were 
known.?°* Palmer had in 1765 a population of five hundred and 
eight,1"° the Irish element showing a percentage of .029. 

Pelham before the Revolutionay War also had a sizeable Irish 
population. Among the first Irish settlers were Thomas and Mar- 
garet Cochran, who were the parents of a large family, John, born 
in 1759, Patience, in 1762 and seven others, whose names have 
been lost, born in 1741, 1744, 1746, 1748, 1752, 1754 and 1764. 
David, born in 1762, Mary in 1760 and Jonathan, in 1764, Cald- 
well (1751), and four others, unidentified, in 1752, 1754, 1756 and 
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1758.‘ Other Irish residents of Pelham were Mary Cunningham, 
married in 1759, Agnes Cochran, in 1766, Robert Cochran and 
Mary Gillmore, joined in wedlock in 1767 and Elizabeth Heas, 
married in 1770.17* The twenty-two Irish inhabitants of Pelham 
in 1765 represented a percentage of .059 in a total iia of 
three hundred and seventy-one.** 

One of the early settlers of Springfield was aon. Riley, to 
whom there was granted on May 5, 1664, “four acres of meddow 
lying near the great pond.” On October 12, 1670 Riley, by order 
of the town, paid two shillings for the support of Mr. Glover, the 
minister, and on February 5, 1677, he was absent from’the town 
meeting and, giving no reason, was fined. From 1656 to 1684 _he 
lived in Springfield, where he died at the end of that period. Riley 
was an active and important man, serving as fence viewer and 
laying out a new highway, and he had a seat in the meeting-house, 
being “in general quite a respectable man.’2 William Mack 
Cronney, who married Margaret Riley on July 8, 1685, was prob- 
ably another Irishman. He had ten children by his first wife and 
after her death married the widow, Mary Miller, by whom he 
had four children. Mack Cronney died on October 25, 1725.17° A 
Ruth Cogan was married to Samuel Taylor on June 24, 1675.17° 
As early as 1725 Springfield had as many as eighteen inhabitants 
of Irish birth or origin. 

Tyringham had only two Irish residents before 1775, Peleg 
Cuningham, parent of a child born in 1772.17 In Williamstown 
there was born in 1774 Margaret, the daughter of William and 
Margaret Keeger, who were probably of Irish extraction.’7* Wil- 
liamstown’s roll of Irish would undoubtedly have been a longer 
one if the names of the seventy-nine unknown persons in the birth 
records of the town and the three unidentified parties in the mar- 
riage register were divulged.*” 

From the Journal of Dr. Caleb Rea, of Danvers, written while 
he was returning from an expedition to Ticonderoga in 1758, 
some interesting data may be gathered on Irish settlers in western 
Massachusetts and eastern New York. On June 20 the Doctor 
wrote: “Got acquainted with Parson Johnston at Carry’s Brook 
and many other Irish who call themselves New England People 
and treated with all ye kindness possible.” On June 21 he jotted 
down 
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A Hot Day a Plentyful shower & Thunder 
Towards Night. Rode to Carry’s Brook 
with Mr. Johnston—his Spouse and Doc- 
tor Thompson, this is 10 miles W.S.W. 
from Schenactady a fine Tract of Land, 
Mr. Carry ye Pattantee. Settled by 

the Irish a kind people. as we passed 

a Hill had a prospect of Schenectady 
Intervale (which ye Dutch call flatts 

the Irish Homes) about 4 miles long & 

3 wide on ye extreams, a mear Garden 

of Eaden. Cituate on ye mowhawk River, 
ye Town built on South Side. Stockaded 
about half mile square, King’s Hospital 

& Barricks and fort.” 


Taste XIV. ToTraAL PopuLation, IRISH POPULATION AND PERCENTAGE OF 
IRISH, IN SELECTED TOWNS IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS IN 1765. 


set Total Trish Percentage of 
oe Population Population Trish 
1. Deerfield Tod, 30 047 
2. Granville 682 1 001 
3. New Salem 375 4 O10 
5. Pelham 371 22 .059 
4. Palmer 508 15 .029 
sLOtal. 20/3 hotale 72 Average .026 


Later on June 28 Dr, Rea noted “here near Albany I fell in 
company with a Swedish and Irish Gentleman bound on the Cam- 
paign very Civil and Curteous Gentlemen.’”*? 

TaBLlE XV. SUMMARy or ToTaL PoruLaTion, IrRtsH POPULATION AND PER- 


CENTAGE OF IRISH, IN SELECTED TowNs IN NORTHEASTERN, SOUTH- 
EASTERN, CENTRAL AND WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS IN 1765 


8 oe Total Trish Percentage of 
Section Population Population Trish 
1, Northeast 41,293 1,085 023 
2. Southeast 29,069 170 005 
3. Central STC 503 015 
4. Western 2,673 72 .026 


Total 104,550 Total 1,830 Average .017 


This table does not include Boston and various other towns 
throughout Massachusetts. The northeastern section had the 
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largest number of Irish, 1,085 and western Massachusetts, the 
highest percentage, .026. The smallest number of Irish residents, 
seventy-two, is found in the western part and the lowest per- 
centage, .005, in southeastern Massachusetts. 

Deerfield had the largest number of Irish, thirty, but not the 
highest percentage, which is to be credited to Pelham with .059. 
Granville had the smallest number of Irish, one, and the lowest 
percentage, .001. Strangely enough, the average percentage, .026 
is higher by .011 than the average percentage for Central Massa- 
chusetts towns which was only .015. 
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“Vital Records of Dracut, p. 164. 

“Vital Records of Dudley, p. 165. 

Dt. Ge 

“Vital Records of Dunstable, pp. 29, 126, 129, 188. 

“ Tbid., p. 4. ; 

“Vital Records of Framingham, pp. 57, 58, 259, 269, 272, 347. 

with. D. O. 

“New England Historic and Genealogical Register, LXxxt, pp. 24, 26. 
These notes are taken from Middlesex Deeds, xiv, p. 728; L, p. 25; Middle- 
sex Probate Files, 4910. A genealogy of the Conn family carried up to the 
20th century 1s in Lxxx1, pp. 25-45, 

“Vital Records of Groton, p. 4. 

“Vital Records of Holliston, pp. 69, 102, 200. 

* Ibid., p, 3. 

“Vital Records of Hopkinton, pp. 67, 68, 120, 129. 

“New England Historic and Genealogical Register, xiv, pp. 155-160, 


209-214. 
“Op. cit., pp. 262, 263, 311, 350, 355, 358. 
*Thid., p. 3. 


” Early Massachusetts Marriages, Book 1, p. 115. 
“ Records of Births, Marriages and Deaths, Lexington, pp. 38, 56, 135. 
* Vital Records of Lincoln, pp. 53, 55. 
og LT Re og» 
“ Tbid., pp. 81-83, 148. 
“W. Davis, Early Records of the Town of Lunenburg, p. 229. 
“Clemens, American Marriages Before 1699, p. 64. 
“ Vital Records of Medfield, pp. 42, 43. W. Tilden, History of the Town 
of Medfield, p. 257. 
Tou DB. oe 
; @Vital Records of Medford, pp. 96, 97. 
” Ibid., pp. 213, 218, 240, 370. 
© (big. Be. 
“Tbid., pp. 463, 464. 
/ “Vital Records of Medway, p. 226. 
“Vital Records of Mendon, pp. 111, 121, 257, 272, 333, 246. 
| ® Tbid., p. 354. Early Massachusetts Marriages, Book 1, p. 17. 
*Ibid., p. 453. 
S Ibid, - 
* A. Ballon, History of the Town of Milford, pp. 887, 888. 
" Clemens, American Marriage Before 1699, p. 184. 
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"Vital Records of New Braintree, pp. 17, 77. 

"Vital Records of Newton, pp. 281, 369, 370. 

“ibid., p. 3. 

J. Temple, History of North Brookfield, pp. 201, 203, 542, 543. “Father 
Rolle’s War” is the name given to a conflict which broke out in 1722-1724 
between the New England settlers and the Indians. Father Rasles was 
falsely charged with inciting the Indians to war. 

**G. Daniels, History of Town of Oxford, p. 628. 

* Tbid., p. 513. 

© Tbid., p. 578. 

™ New England Historic and Genealogical Register, xt, p. 73. 

*Vital Records of Roxbury, 1, p. 230. 

ee pba, 12 p. 587. 

°° New England Historic and Genealogical Register, xxix, p. 301. A 
genealogical table of the. Marcy family down to 1875 appears on pages 
301-314. 

~ -Gp.ett., 1; pp. 70, 111, 217, 226, 304. 

™ Tbid., u, pp. 93, 97, 132, 148, 299, 351. 

* Tbid., pp. 480, 580, 602. 

* Ibid, ‘pi 

* Vital Records of Rutland, pp. 173, 221, 229. 


“Vital Records of Shirley, pp. 28, 43, 68. 

Pe Ibid, p. 3. 

"Vital Records of Shrewsbury, pp. 23, 176, 185, 193. 
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® New England Historic and Genealogical Register, xu, pp. 45-47. 

“Vital Records of Spencer, pp. 34-36, 148. 

“See footnote 125. 

® New England Historic and Genealogical Register, Lxut, p. 101. 
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"Vital Records of Stoneham, p. 20. 

* Tbid., p. 4. 

” Vital Records of Stow, p. 3. 

™ Tbid., pp. 30, 31, 174, 198, 238. 

% Vital Records of Sturbridge, pp. 100, 110, 114, 172, 230. 

2? Phi. p23: 

% New England Historic and Genealogical Register, Lx, pp. 357, 358. 

 Thid., tvit, pp. 259-309, 362-370. 

“ Vital Records of Sudbury, pp. 29, 316. | 
%*% Ibid., pp. 29, 34, 35, 103, 129, 131. | 
 Tbid., pp. 179, 182, 190, 235. 
® bidity} pe 3. 

™ Benedict and Tracy, History of the Town of Sutton, p. 23. | 
™ Tbid., p. 682. 
™ Tbid., pp. 778-780. 


** Ibid., p. 3. 
* New England Historic and Genealogical Register, Xx, pp. 233, 234. 
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™ Vital Records of Tewksbury, pp. 23, 77, 122, 201. 

“* Ihid., Dp 77453. 

™ Toid., pat 

"Vital Records of Uxbridge, pp. 61, 99, 106, 108, 221, 240. 

MS [Did., p.20: 

"Vital Records of Walpole, p. 3. 

“8 Ibid. pp. 29, 138. 

™ T. Lewis, A History of Walpole, pp. 106, 107. 

™ Vital Records of Waltham, p. 3. 

™ Thid., pi 63 

™ Thid., p. 198. 

™ Vital Records of Warren, pp. 96, 116. 

™ Ibid, pi id! 

* Watertown Records, tv, p. 100. 

™ [bid., T¥;, piH'132: 

=" Lbid., Ppt lao. 

m™ [bid,,. 1 Pols 

" Thed., 1M) poe. 

1° bad} -11, p. 291. 

'' Tbid., 11, pp. 123, 124. 

2 Ibid., 1, p. 184. 

=? Tbid,, item. 17 5¢ 

™ Vital Records of Wayland, pp. 61, 133. 

™ Vital Records of Westford, p. 30. 

1” Tbid., p. 4. 

™ New England Historic and Genealogical Register, 11, pp. 355, 356. 

* Tbid., 11, pp. 358-360. There are genealogical tables of the Buter family 
down to about 1842 in Jbid., 11, pp. 358-360; 111, pp. 73-76, 353-358. 

me Leia... 11, p. 270. 

” Woburn Record of Deaths, p. 47. 

“Collections of Worcester Society of Antiquity, xtt, pp. 43, 65, 171, 177, 
192, 233. 

™ Tbid., pp. 319, 320, 258, 373, 374, 428. 

™ 4 History of the Irish Settlers in North America, p. 37. 

™ Holland, History of Western Massachusetts, 11, p. 310. 

“6 Vital Records of Chester, pp. 43, 127. 

™ Holland, op. cit., 1, pp. 183, 184. 

"t New England Historic and Genealogical Register, LXxi11, pp. 246-260. 

™ Holland, History of Western Massachusetts, u, pp. 336, 337. 

“G. Sheldon, A History of Deerfield, pp. 37, 92. 

om Jbid., 1%, p. 153. 

81 Vital Records of Deerfield, pp. 37, 92. 

™ Thid., pp. 166, 183, 193. 
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8S. Judd, History of Hadley, pp. 340, 341. 

® A History of the Irish Settlers in North America, p. 36. 

™ Appleton’s Cyclopaedia of American Biography, ww, p. 271. 

* M. Lovering, History of the Town of Holland, p. 450. 

Smith and Smith, History of Middlefield, Massachusetts, p. 496. 
Vital Records of New Salem, p. 25. 

* Ibid., p. 4. 

** New England Historic and Genealogical Register, xx, p. 133. 
* Vital Records of Palmer, pp. 32, 54. 

8 Thid., pp. 113, 122, 126, 189. 

* Ibid., pp. 225, 236. 

™ Thid., pp. 85-88, 197. 

™ Tbid., p. 3. 

™ Vital Records of Pelham, pp. 23, 58, 59. 

™ Tbhid., pp. 96, 97, 102, 117. 
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™H. Burt, First Century of the History of Springfield, pp. 44, 315, 388, 
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*° Thid., pp. 600, 601. 

™ Clemens, American Marriages Before 1699, p. 63. 

™ Vital Record of Tyringham, p. 23. 

7% Vital Records of Williamstown, p. 51. 

™ Ibid., pp. 97-102, 133. 

*° Historical Collections of Essex Institute, xvi, pp. 95, 99. 
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CHAPTER] V, 


KING PHILIP’S WAR AND THE 
IRISH DONATION 


1. Kinc PHILir’s War 

The Irish race both in Massachusetts and in Ireland contributed 
in large measure to the successful conduct of King Philip’s War 
(1675-1676) and this in two ways, by furnishing soldiers and by 
rendering financial and other assistance to the distressed New 
Englanders. 

In a lengthy list of soldiers who served in the War compiled 
by C. M. Bodge and bearing the title “Soldiers in King Philip’s 
War”? are found numerous names of distinct Irish origin. Bodge 
arranges his lists according to the order they were in when he 
found them in the Massachusetts archives, by military company 
or regiment, by town or county. There are many repetitions, but 
it is impossible to detect all of them because of the many spellings 
which a single name may have. 

The first group, two hundred and eighty soldiers, have five 
names of probable Irish origin, Ebenezer Owen, Daniel Keniday, 
Walter Cohane, Dennis Siby and Patrick Morren,? a percentage 
of .017. Another group of two hundred also counts five Irish- 
men, Richard Brian, Daniel Magenis, Hugh Callohue, John Casey 
and Daniel Canada,? a percentage of .025. Five Irishmen again 
appear in another list of two hundred and eighty-three soldiers, 
a percentage of .017, Benjamin Moore, Henry Kenny, Joseph 
Moore, Matthew Griffin and Samuel Moore being the soldiers of 
probable Irish extraction.t John Kennedys, James and Joshuah 
Hughes are in a-company of one hundred and forty, making a 
percentage of .021.° In a group of ninety-six two Irishmen are 
found, Daniel Maginnis and James Kelling, a percentage of .02,° 
while in another company of eighty not one Irish name is dis- 
cernible.? A larger group of two hundred and twenty-two con- 
tains only two Irishmen, Edmond Moore and Steven Butler, mak- 
ing the very low percentage of .009.° In another company of three 
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hundred and fifty-four there are four Irishmen, James Brarly, 
Richard Bryar, John Rily and Stephen Butler, a percentage of 
.011.° Four Irishmen, all mentioned in previous lists are in a 
group of one hundred and seventy, a percentage of .023.1° There 
were four Irish soldiers again, this time in a company of two 
hundred and sixteen, making a percentage of .018,"! Philip Butler, 
Philip Walsh, Thomas Kenney and James Briarly being the 
soldiers of Irish extraction. In another group of one hundred and 
eighty, there was not a single Irishman.” Five Irishmen appear 
in a company roll of one hundred and fifty-two, Patrick Moroane, 
Alexander McKenney, John Casey (servant), James Butler and 
Patrick Moraine, a percentage of .032.1% Thomas Moore was the 
only Irishman in a list of fourteen soldiers, making a percentage 
of .07.14 A percentage of .031 is obtained for another company 
of sixty-four, of whom two were Irishmen, Philip Butler and 
Richard Bryan. In another list of one hundred and three, two 
Irish names, both repetition make a percentage of .019.1° Three 
Irishmen, James Dalvine, Joseph Moore and Richard Burk, con- 
stitute a percentage of .034 out of a total role of eighty-seven.?” 

The remaining groups of soldiers average many more in num- 
ber than the preceding lists. Thus one company, numbering two 
hundred and seventy soldiers, has eight Irishmen, Robert Briant, 
Joseph Lyon, Joseph Griffin, James Callen, Thomas Briant, 
Thomas Lyon, John Largin, John Hughes and a possible ninth, 
Hugh Galiko, (?) a percentage of .033.78 

In another group of three hundred and thirty-two there are 
six Irishmen, George Hewes, Thomas Lyon, Robert Bryan, Joseph 
Griffin, Samuel Griffen and John Doud, a percentage of .018."° 
Another company of two hundred and thirty-eight soldiers shows 
a percentage of Irish of .021, their names, Benjamin Collins, 
Thomas Brian, John Hues, Dennis Syby and Patrick Morrene.*° 
There are seven Irishmen or a percentage of .03 in a group of 
two hundred and twenty-eight, to wit, James Kellon, Joseph Syll, 
John Oyne, Daniel Magennis, Richard Griffin, Daniel Maginis and 
Thomas Dawby.”! Eight Irishmen are in a list of two hundred 
and forty-four making a percentage of .032, the Irish soldiers 
being Jonathan Moore, Joseph Collins, Joseph Lyon, Dennis Siby, 
Joseph Walters, Jeremiah Conah, Henry Kenny and Alexander 


Mecanny.*? The last list was an unusually long one comprising 
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eight hundred and eighty soldiers, of whom twenty-three were 
Irishmen, making a percentage of .026. Their names were Sil- 
vester Haies, John Maloone, John Largin, Thomas Bryant, Rich- 
ard Griffeth, Thomas Owen, Charles Cohan, Alexander Mac- 
kenny, Daniel Meginny, Samuel Moore, Joseph Griffin, Brian 
TaBLeE XVI. Tota NuMBER OF SOLDIERS, NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF 


IrtsH Sovprers, IN Kinc Puitre’s War (1675-1676), BASED oN 
SELECTED COLONIAL MILITARY LISTS 


aia Number of Number of Irish Percentage of Irish 
Soldiers Soldiers Soldiers 
1 280 5 017 
2 200 5 025 
3 283 5 017 
+ 140 3 021 
5 96 2 .020 
6 80 0 .000 
7 222 ze .009 
8 354 4 O11 
9 170 4 .023 
10 216 4 018 
11 180 0 .000 
12 152 5 .032 
13 14 1 .070 
14 64 2 031 
15 103 2 019 
16° 87 2 .034 
17 270 9 .033 
18 332 6 .018 
19 238 5 021 
20 228 7 .030 
21 244 8 .032 
22 880 23 .026 
Total 4893 Total 105 Average .021 


Morphy, Isaac Griffin, George Lyon, Nathaniel Lyon Hugh 
Clark, John Griffin, John Moore, Henry Kenny, James Kelling, 
John Oynes, John Malloone and William Butler.”* 

In order to make clearer Irish participation in King Philip’s 
War a table showing the total numbers engaged, together with 
the number of Irish and their percentage in the colonial army is 
herewith, subjoined. 

Reference to Irish participants in King Philip’s War are fairly 
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numerous. A Thomas Killom served in a company from Ipswich,” 
while a John Casey, servant of Thomas Gardiner of Boston, was 
wounded in the War.** Thomas and William Folland, probably 
of Irish origin, were from Yarmouth.” One unfortunate case was 
that of Robert Beers of Rehoboth, who was slain by the Indians 
March 28, 1676. Beers “was an Irishman” and a brick maker by 
trade. It was said that he was a deeply religious, but eccentric 
and superstitious man, who, on the approach of the Indians, re- 
fused to go into the garrison house, but sat down in his own 
house with his Bible in his hand, believing that while he continued 
to read the sacred book nothing could harm him. He was shot 
through the window as he held the Bible in his hands. His name 
is the only one on the town records of a person who was killed 
at this period by the Indians on that particular occasion.?? There 
was also a Daniel Beers in Rehoboth, who was among those who 
gave sums of money for the prosecution of the War, his con- 


tribution being 173.8d.?8 


2. THE IrtsH DONATION 


The Irish Donation is a term applied to the relief in the form 
of money, food and other supplies which was sent in 1676 by 
residents of Dublin, Ireland, to the inhabitants of New England, 
in great distress as a result of the havoc wrought by the Indians 
in King Philp’s War. Palfrey, the New England historian, does 
not give much attention to the matter merely mentioning it in 
four lines in which he writes of “relief, to the amount of nearly 
a thousand pounds.’?® A contemporary, the Reverend John Eliot, 
wrote on September 26, 1676 in a more generous spirit, saying 
that “Dublin in Ireland sent a gracious gift of charity to relieve 
such as suffered in or late war, the ship arrived yt day at night 
the master was at Boston on the Sabbath.’’%° 

The Irish background will indicate more clearly the relation 
between Ireland and the New England colonists. In 1675 and 
1676 Reverend Nathaniel Mather, to whom credit is given for 
the initiation and execution of the relief plan including the send- 
ing of the relief ship, was pastor of a church in Dublin, Ireland. 
Nathaniel was the son of Richard Mather and the brother of 
Increase, who was at that time pastor of the North church in 
Boston.*! Money was raised in Dublin and vicinity for the ex- 
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pedition. According to the original plans Boston was to receive 
363 Lbs. 3s. and Plymouth 124 Lbs. 10s. in money, while 450 
Lbs. was to be paid for the freight, making a total of 937 Lbs. 
13s.*° This was a large sum for those days; but when news of 
the condition of the New Englanders came to Dublin informing 
the Dublinites that twelve towns in Massachusetts, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut had been destroyed, six hundred buildings burned 
to the ground, and six hundred persons killed, or one man in 
eleven able to bear arms had been slain and one house in eleven 
had been burned to ashes, Irish generosity was not to be out- 
done. ' 

The text of the message which accompanied the relief ship 
Katherine was as follows 


In behalf of the contributors to this present 
releife sent to the distressed persons in New 
England by the Good ship call’d the Katherine.of 
Dublin, it is desired. 


1) That Mr. William Ting, Mr. James Oliver and 
John Hull, or as many of them as shall bee alive 
receive into their hands the whole cargoe by the 
Invoice sent herewith, and sell so much of it as 
to advance four hundred and fifty pound sterl, 
which they are to pay for the freight according 
to the charter party as appears more fully thereby. 


2) That the remainder be given to the poor dis- 
tressed by the late warr with the Indians; wherein 
wee desire that an equall respect bee had to all 
godly psons agreeing in fundamentals of faith & 
order that godly Antipeodobaptists bee not excluded ; 
w*" wee the rather thus perticularly insert because 
sundry reports have come hither suggesting that 
godly psons of the pswason have been severely dealth 
withal in New England, & also because divers of that 
pswasion in this Citty have freely & very consider- 
ably concurred in advancing this releife. 


3) That it bee divided between the three united 
colonys of Plymouth, Massachusetts and Connecticot 
in such pportions as the Com* of y® said colonys 
shall adjust. Or if they shall not be sitting at 
Boston between the Arrival & y* distribuson of it 
that then it be left to the Governour or deputy 
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Governor & Magistrate of the Massachusetts dwelling 
in Boston, Charlestowne, Cambridge, Watertowne, 
Dorchester and Roxbury to order the distribuson of 
it in such pportions to the sd colonys as they shall 
judge equall and Impartiall. And that the 

said Magistrats of the Six townes aforsd to 

with the Governour and. deputy Governour of 

the Massachusets order the disposall of that 

part which shall belong to their colony to be 

made by y* Merchants to whom it is consigned 

or any other as they shall think fit. 


4) That if any of y® Indians in New England 
who have adhered to the English in the present 
Warr bee brought to distress by their barbarous 
country men we desyre that they may be no means 
bee forgotten, but share, respect being had to 
their condiccon in this present reliefe: Es- 
pecially those of them that are of y® household 
of faith wee desyre may be singularly regarded. 


5) That those English who possibly live not 
in any patents and jurisdicons aforsd, if in 
necessity and distress, be not Excluded from 
pertaking in This Supply. 


6) That what is sent to the Colonys of Plymouth 
and Connecticot be disposed of as the Governour 
and any two Magistrats of y® sd colonys shall 
order. 


7) That the Merchants to whom it is consigned 
and who shall receive the same, bee accountable 
to the Governour of the Massachusets and the 
Magistrats that dwell in Boston, Charlestown, 
Cambridge, Watertowne, Roxbury and Dorchester 
concerning the whole Cargoe that they shall re- 
ceive and their disposal of it. 


8) That is these above written Suggestions of 
our desiree through our unacquaintedness with the 
present Condition and Circumstances which that 
country may possibly bee in do not comport with 
the end desyned w™ is the releife of the poor 
distressed in their present exigencies wee leave 
it to the Wisdome and Integrity of the above named 
Magistrates of Massachusetts to vary therefrom as 
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they shall find necessary in order to the Charitable 
end designed of relieving those that are in Distress. 


Dublin Aug’t 7th 1676. 


Nath Mather 


Will Keyes 
Will: Jaque 
Robt: Chambury 
Tho: Harrison 

Timothie Taylor 


Sam’ll Bonnett 
Sem Coxe 


9933 
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The scope of the disturbance which was subsequently made is 
readily seen from an account of “People Distressed by the War 
in Massachusetts Colony, taken January 22, 1677.” This docu- 
ment contains a table showing the towns, number of families and 
persons aided and the amount of money given for the relief of 


each town. 


TaBLe XVII. Towns, NUMBER OF FAMILIES, AND NUMBER OF PERSONS, IN 


THE MASSACHUSETTS CoLoNy, AIDED BY THE “IRISH CHARITY” OF 


Town 


Boston 
Salem 
Sudbury 
Marblehead 
Cambridg 
Dorchester 
Rowly 

Lyn 


Oburn (Woburn) 


Billerica 
Andover 
York 
Manchester 
Dover 
Watertown 
Concord 
Weymouth 
Milton 
Roxbury 
Portsmouth 
Hull 
Kittery old 


1676, AND THE SuM APPORTIONED TO EACH Town. 


Number of Families 


116 
61 
12 
45 
14 
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402 
295 
48 
185 
61 
21 
12 
36 
43 
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TABLE XVII (continued) 


Town Number of Families Number of Persons f£ > Dd. 
Kittery new 4 27 4 1 0 
Charlestown 29 102 ilps 6 0 
Deadham 8 36 5 8 0 
Chettinford 11 44 6 12 0 
Hingham 4 V2 1 16 0 
Gloster 1 : 6 0 Dead. 0 
Ipswitch 1 6 0 18 0 
Newbury 3 12 ] 16 0 
Topsfield 1 6 0 18 0 
Brentry 9 36 5 8 0 
Beverly 9 36 5 8 0 
Hampton 2 12 1 16 0 
Meadfield 19 71 11 8 0 
Malden 14 52 7 16 0 
Mudyriver 1 7 1 1 0 
Wenham 3 12 1 16 0 

Total—38 (towns) 510 1921 

(for nine towns 

not in list 370 54 0 0 

2291 
(Additions to Boston 30 6 0 0 
Zan 363 3 Hy: 


In the same month January, 1677, a letter was sent by the 
secretary of the Colony to Dean Taylor and Paul Dudley stating 
that “You are ordered to deliver unto the select men of the several 
towns mentioned in list the sums apportioned to them herein. In 
meal, oatmeal, wheat, malt at 185 per ball, butter 6 d and cheese 
4 d per pound out of the Irish charity in your hands, whose 
several receipts for so much shall be your discharge. 

This order above written was passed by the Govnor and mag- 
istrates this 25th January 1677 for the distribution of the Irish 
Charity according to the lists on the other side as 

Ottest Edward Rawson, Secretary, 
By their order.’’*® 

Boston, where a destructive fire broke out on November 27, 
1676, consuming many “dwelling houses, rich shops and ware- 
houses’”’** welcomed the relief with sincere appreciation. On Janu- 
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ary 23, 1677, Boston received the following Irish provision: thirty- 
eight barrels of oatmeal, twenty-five barrels of wheat and “oat- 
meal’, two barrels of wheat, five barrels of “mault’’, all at 18 5s 
a barrel, and one caske of butter valued at “3 1d [?],” the cost of all 
products amounting to sixty-six pounds.*? 

The distribution of supplies in the Plymouth colony was carried 


Taste XVIII. TowNs 1n PLymMoutH CoLony, AIpep By THE “IRISH DoNna- 
TION,” MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES, AND SUM APPORTIONED 
To Eacu Town.” 


Name of Town Amount Committee of Distribution 
13 Sie D 

Plymouth 8 00 00 Leib Norton, Joseph Warren, 
William Crow. 

Duxborrow 2 00 00 Josiah Standish, 
William Paybody. 

Scituate 12 00 00 Major Cudworth, Cornett 
Studson, Edward Jenkins. 

Taunton 10 00 00 William Harvey, James Walk- 
er, John Richmond. 

Swansey 21 00 00 Mr. Browne, John Butterworth 

Meddle Berrey + 10 00 Francis Cambe, Isack Howard. 

Eastham 00 10 00 Captain Freeman 

Yarmouth 00 10 00 John Thacher 

Barnstable 3 00 00 Mr. Huchkens, Barnabas Lay- 
throp. 

Dartmouth 22 00 00 John Cook, John Smith, 
John Russell . 

Rehoboth 32 00 00 Nathaniel Paine, Leift Hunt. 

Marshfield 2 00 00 Daniel Smith, Ensigns Eames, 
Anthony Snow. 

Bridgwater 7 00 00 Elder Brett, Deacon Willis, 


Samuel [dson. 


Total—13 towns 124 10 00 


on in a similar manner. The letter of March 1677 declared: “The 
order and. distribution of this Collonies ptc of the contribution 
made by divers Christians in Ireland for the releiffe of such as 
are impoverished destressed and in nessesitie by the late Indian 
War was, as it respects this Collonie Proportioned as follow- 
Stitha so 


Connecticut, although entitled to a share in the relief, wrote to 
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Massachusetts in May 1677 that she was well situated and that 
“God has given supplies to our people; we remit to you our right 
in the Irish charity.”*® The General Court meeting in May 1677 
enacted the following act: “The Court, upon good reason moving 
them, do remit their part of the Irish Charity, to the distressed 
persons in the Massachusetts Colony and Plymouth.”*® So Con- 
necticut accordingly relinquished her portion to the two colonies 
which had suffered so much more from the war. 
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SUMMARY 


The importance of the Pre-Revolutionary Irish in Massachus- 
etts can be best summed up by giving conclusions based upon 
Irish activities in these fields; political, economic, educational, re- 
ligious, military and numerical. 

In political life a small but energetic group was recognized. 
Donnell, as early as 1692, was a member of the colonial govern- 
ment, while Florence Maccarty and John Hancock were promin: 
ent in the politics of the eighteenth century. Filling minor roles 
were Caleb Butler, town clerk of Nottingham and John Riley, a 
fence viewer. On the whole Irish political activity in colonial 
Massachusetts was not in any way prophetic of the intense and 
aggressive political life under Irish domination which was to come 
in the twentieth century. 

Many Irishmen became men of means in the new colony, in- 
cluding John Cogan, William Hibbins, Teag Crohoar, Thaddeus 
Maccarty, all of Boston. Outside of the town were Jeremiah 
Smith, John Hannan, John Neil, John Conn and the Valentine 
family (of Boston also). Poverty was a common condition ac- 
companying the Irish immigrant, a fact amply proved by the many 
cases of stranded Irish seamen and indentured Irish servants and 
by the Irish Charitable Society formed to assist deserving Irish 
persons in the town of Boston. 

The field of education also had a representative group of Irish- 
men. William Homes and Richard Fitzgerald were schoolmasters. 
Thomas and Nehemiah Walter and Thomas Maccarty were grad- 
uated from Harvard College, while John McKinstry received his 
degree from the University of Edinburgh and Samuel Osborn, 
his parchment from the University of Dublin. The public school 
system of Boston was financially aided from time to time by the 
generosity off John Cogan. 

Irish Catholics were certainly among the settlers from Ireland 
but there exists no way of ascertaining their religion, Presbyteri- 
anism is mentioned as the religion of the average Irish immigrant. 
Among the ministers of Irish extraction were John Lyford, Ne- 
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hemiah and Thomas Walter, Thaddeus Maccarty, James Mac- 
Gregor, John McKinistry, John Lyon, John Murray, Samuel Os- 
born and William Homes. 

In military service the chapter on King Philip’s War and the 
references to the French and Indian Wars including the expedi- 
tion to Louisburg in 1745 indicate that a large number of the rank 
and file was of Irish origin. 

The various tables roughly show the number of Irishmen in 
Massachusetts in 1765. The low average of .02 per cent for the 
entire colony outside of Boston would be slightly higher if the 
Boston figure and percentage for 1770, 1,368 Irishmen and .088, 
were considered. In practically every section under study the per- 
centage of Irish to the total population has been very low. Fur- 
ther research would undoubtedly raise the percentage but only 
slightly so. Massachusetts before 1775 was not the center of a 
strong Irish settlement. It is interesting to note that some of the 
Irish families increased in numbers considerably, such as the de- 
scendants of Philip Welch, who in 1800 numbered eighty-five, 
while at the same time other Irish families were decreasing nu- 
merically, e.g., the Walter family which was extinct by 1854. In 
final summary there were in Massachusetts in 1770 2,198 Irish 
persons out of a total population studied in this survey of 120,070, 
representing the low percentage of .018. 
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Norton. Vital Records of Norton, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. Bos- 
ton, 1906. 

Palmer. Vital Records of Palmer, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. Bos- 
ton, 1905. 

Pelham. Vital Records of Pelham, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. Bos- 
ton, 1902. 

Pembroke. Vital Records of Pembroke, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
Boston, 1911. 

Peru. Vital Records of Peru, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. Boston, 
1902. 

Plympton. Vital Records of Plympton, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
Boston, 1923. 

Richmond. Vital Records of Richmond, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
Boston, 1913. , 

Rochester. Vital Records of Rochester, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
Boston, 1914. 2 vols. 

Rowley. Vital Records of Rowley, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year 
1849. Salem, 1928. 

Roxbury. Vital Records of Roxbury, Massachusetts, to the End of the 
Year 1849. Salem, 1925. 2 vols. 

Rutland. Vital Records of Rutland, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year 
1849. Worcester, 1905. 

Salem. Eighteenth Century Baptisms in Salem, Massachusetts, Hitherto 
Unpublished. Salem, 1886. 

Salem. Vital Records of Salem, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year 
1849. Salem, 1916. 6 vols. 

Salisbury. Vital Records of Salisbury, Massachusetts, to the End of the 
Year 1849. Topsfield, 1915. 

Saugus. Vital Records of Saugus, Massachusetts, to the Year 1849. Salem, 
1907. 

Scituate. Vital Records of Scituate, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. Bos- 
ton, 1909. 2 vols. 

Shirley. Vital Records of Shirley, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. Bos- 
ton, 1918. : 

Shrewsbury. Vital Records of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, to the End of 
the Year 1849. Worcester, 1904. 

Spencer. Vital Records of Spencer, Massachusetts, to the End of the Year 
1849. Worcester, 1909. 

Southborough. Vital Records of Southborough, Massachusetts, to the End 
of the Year 1849. Worcester, 1903. 

Stoneham. Vital Records of Stoneham, Massachusetts, to the End of the 
Year 1849. Salem, 1918. 

Stow. Vital Records of Stow, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. Boston, 
1911. 

Sturbridge. Vital Records of Sturbridge, Massachusetts, to the Year 1859. 
Boston, 1906. 
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Sudbury. Vital Records of Sudbury, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. Bos- 
ton, 1903. 

Taunton. Vital Records of Taunton, to the Year 1850. Boston, 1929. 3 vols. 

Tewksbury. Vital Records of Tewksbury, Massachusetts, to the End of 
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Topsfield. Vital Records of Topsfield, Massachusetts, to the End of the 
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Waltham. Vital Records of Waltham, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
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to the End of the Year 1849. Worcester, 1910. 

Washington. Vital Records of Washington, Massachusetts, to the Year 
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Wayland. Vital Records of Wayland, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
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Wenham. Vital Records of Wenham, Massachusetts, to the End of the 
Year 1849. Salem, 1904. 

West Bridgewater. Vital Records of West Bridgewater, Massachusetts, to 
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West Newbury. Vital Records of West Newbury, Massachusetts, to the 
End of the Year 1849. Salem, 1918. 

West Stockbridge. Vital Records of West Stockbridge, Massachusetts to 
the Year 1850. Boston, 1907. 

Westford. Vital Records of Westford, Massachusetts, to the End of the 
Year 1849. Salem, 1915. 

Westport. Vital Records of Westport, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
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Weymouth. Vital Records of Weymouth, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
Boston, 1910. 2 vols. 

Williamstown. Vital Records of Williamstown, Massachusetts, to the Year 
1850. Boston, 1907. 

Windsor. Vital Records of Windsor, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850. 
Boston, 1917. 

Woburn. Woburn Records of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, from 1640 to 
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Worthington. Vital Records of Worthington, Massachusetts, to the Year 
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Yarmouth. Gravestone Records in the Ancient Cemetery and the Wood- 

side Cemetery, Yarmouth, Massachusetts. Boston, 1906. 


B. TOWN RECORDS 


Barnstable. Records of the West Parish of Barnstable, Massachusetts, 
1668-1807. Boston, 1924. One of the fourteen photostat copies. In 
William L. Clements Library, Ann Arbor. 

Boston. Fifth Report of the Record Commissioners. Boston, 1887. Re- 
vised edition. Seventy-eight brief articles on early landmarks, gover- 
nors, estates, families with some twenty-two “illustrative documents.” 

Boston. First Report of the Record Commissioners of the City of Bos- 
ton. Boston, 1881. Portions of the tax lists of 1674, 1676 and 1688. 

Boston. Fourth Report of the Record Commissioners of the City of Bos- 
ton. Boston, 1880. Contains Dorchester town records from 1631. to 
1866. 

Boston. A Report of the Record Commissioners of the City of Boston, 
Containing the Boston Marriages from 1700 to 1751. Boston, 1898. 

Boston. Second Report of the Record Commissioners of the City of Bos- 
ton; Contaiung the Boston Records, 1634-1660, and the Book of Pos- 
sessions. Boston, 1881. 

Boston. A Seventh Report of the Record Commissioners of the City of 
Boston, Containing the Boston Records from 1660 to 1701. Boston, 
1881. 

Boston. A Volume of Records Relating to the Early History of Boston 
Containing Boston Town Records, 1784 to 1796. Boston, 1903. 
Boston. A Volume of the Records Relating to the Early History of Bos- 
ton Containing Miscellaneous Papers. Boston. 1900. Has material on 
the “Great Fire of 1700, Freemen, Timber Building Book, 1707-1727 

and Port Arrivals and Immigrants.” 

Dedham. The Early Records of the Town of Dedham, Massachusetts, 
1630-1673. Dedham, 1892, 111, Iv. 

Ipswich. Waters, Thomas F. Jpswich in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
Ipswich, 1905. 2 vols. Records from 1633 to 1917. ‘ 

Lee. Records of the Town of Lee from Its Incorporation to A.D. 1801. 
Lee, 1900. 

Springfield, Burt, Henry. The First Century of the History. The Official 
Records from 1636 to 1736, with an Historical Review and Biographi- 
cal Mention of the Founders. Springfield, 1899. 

Topsfield. Town Records of Topsfield, Massachusetts, 1659-1778. Tops- 
field, 1917. 2 vols. 

Watertown. Watertown Records. Boston, 1906. 1, m1, Iv. Records from 
1686 to 1822. 


C. DIARIES 


“Diary of Cotton Mather, 1681-1708,” Massachusetts Historical Society Col- 
lections; Boston, 1911. (Seventh Series, vu.) 
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“Diary of Cotton Mather, 1709-1724,” Massachusetts Historical Society 
Collections; Boston, 1912. (Seventh Series, vu) 

Hutchinson, Peter O. The Diary and Letters of His Excellency Thomas 
Hutchinson, Esq., Captain-General and Governor-in-chief of His Late 
Majesty's Province of Massachusetts Bay, in North America, with an 
Account of His Administration when Was Member and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and His Government of the Colony 
during the Difficult Period that Preceded the War of Independence. 
London, 1883, 2 vols. 


D. CONTEMPORARY HISTORIES 


Bradford’s History of Plymouth Plantation, 1606-1646. New York, 1908. 

Winthrop, John. The History of New England from 1630-1649, from His 
Original Manuscripts with Notes to Illustrate the Civil and Ecclesias- 
tical Concerns, the Geography, Settlement and Institutions of the 
Country, and the Lives and Manners of the Principal Planters. Bos- 
ton, 1853. 

Young, Alexander. Chronicler of the First Planters of the Colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, from 1623 to 1636. Now First Collected from 
Original Records and Contemporaneous Manuscripts, and Illustrated 
with Notes. Boston, 1846. 


E. HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 


Collections of the New Hampshire Historical Society. 111, pp. 101, 102. 

Collections of the Worcester Society of Antiquity. Worcester, Births, Mar- 
riages and Deaths. x11. 

The Dedham Historical Register. 1v-x1v. 

Historical Collections of the Essex Institute. 1-1v, New Series, 1x-x11. Has 
many vital statistics, wills, letters, diaries, almanacs for Essex 
County, Salem, Lynn, Rowley, Salisbury, Marblehead. 

The New England Historic and Genealogical Register. I-XVIl, XIX-LV, LVII- 
LXI, LXIII-LXIX, ILXX, LXXIII, LXXIV, LXXIX, LXXXI. 

Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 1, U, XV, XVUI, XLIV, 
XLVIIIT. 

Publications of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, Collections. Boston, 
1913.11, XX10¢ X XU. 


F,. MISCELLANEOUS 


A Century of Population Growth from the First Census of the United 
States to the Twelfth: 1790-1900. Washington, 1909. 

Journal of the Honourable House of Representatives, of His Majesty’s 
Province of the Massachusetts-Bay in New England, Begun and Held 
at Boston, in the County of Suffolk, on Wednesday the Twenty-sixth 
Day of May, Annoque Domini, 1736. Boston, 1736. 

Landsdowne, William Petty. Shelburne Papers (1737-1805), MSS. 201 vol- 
umes, XLIX, LVIII, LXI, LXV, LXxxvul. These papers are a part of 
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the unique collection of the Americana to be found in the William 
Clements’ Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

List of Freedom—Massachusetts Bay Colony—from 1630 to 1691 with the 
Freemen’s Oath—the First Paper Printed in New England. Arranged 
Alphabetically by H. F. Andrews, Exira, Iowa, 1906. 

The Original Lists of Persons of Quality; Emigrants; Religious Exiles ; 
Political Rebels; Serving Men Sold for a Term of Years; Appren- 
tices; Children Stolen; Maidens Pressed; and Others Who Went 
from Great Britain to the American Plantations, 1600-1700, with 
Their Ages, the Localities Where They Formerly Lived in the 
Mother Country, the Names of the Ships in Which They Embarked, 
and Other Interesting Particulars. From MSS. Preserved in the 
State Paper Department of Her Majesty's Public Record Office, 
England. London, 1874. 

Pierce, Ebenezer W. Civil, Military and Professional Lists of Plymouth 
and Rhode Island Colonies, Comprising Colonial, County and Town 
Officers, Clergymen, Physicians and Lawyers. With Extracts from 
Colonial Laws defining their Duties. 1621-1700. Boston, 1881. 

The Probate Records of Essex County, Massachusetts. Salem, 1920. 3 vols. 
Covers the period 1635-1681. 

Proceedings and Debates of the British Parliaments respecting North 
America. Edited by Leo F. Stock. Washington, 1924. Covers the 
years 1543-1702. 2 vols. 

Records of the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England, Boston, 1853. 5 vols. Comprises the years 1628-1686. 

Speeches of the Governors of Massachusetts, from 1765 to 1775; and the 
Answers of the House of Representatives, to the Same; with their 
Resolutions and Addresses for that Period and other Public Papers, 
Relating to the Dispute between this Country and Great Britain, 
which led to the Independence of the United States. Boston, 1818. 


II. SECONDARY SOURCES 


A. LOCAL AISTORIES 


Bailey, Sarah L. Historical Sketches of Andover, comprising the present 
towns of North Andover and Andover, Massachusetts. Boston, 1880. 

Ballou, Adin. History of the Town of Milford, Worcester County, Mass., 
from its First Settlement to 1881. Boston, 1882. 

Banks, Charles E. The History of Martha’s Vineyard, Dukes County, 
Massachusetts. Boston, 1911. 3 vols. 

Barry, John S. The History of Massachusetts. Boston, 1857. 3 vols. 

Barry, William. A History of Framingham, Massachusetts, including the 
Plantation, from 1640 to the Present Time, with an appendix, con- 
taining a notice of Sudbury and its proprietors, also a Register of 
the Inhabitants of Framingham before 1800, with Genealogical 
Sketches. Boston, 1847. 
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54, 73, 82, 86, 88, 89, 113, 120, 
138, 139: 

Elliott, Samuel, 26. 

Ellis, Richard, 116, 117. 

England, 35, 54, 69, 78, 79, 86, 87. 

Essex, 79. 

Essex, county, 64, 65. 


Fanny and Jeamy, 39. 
Ffitz Gerald, 82. 

Field, Darby, 7. 
Fitzgerald, Richard, 91. 
Fortune, 1. 
Framingham, 102. 
Freemason, 33. 
Freetown, 86. 
Friendship, 11. 


Glasgow, 38, 39. 

Gloria, 36. 

Gloucester, 65, 66, 83, 142. 

Goodfellow, 9, 68, 78. 

Goody Glover, 16. 

Granvil, 39. 

Granville, 117, 121. 

Grayhound, 33. 

Groton, 102-104, 114, 142. 

Gulliver, Anthony, 3. 
Lemuel, 5. 


Hadley, 35. 

Hall, William, 26. 

Halliday, 5. 

Haltigan, 5, 20, 152. 

Hampden county, 117. 

Hampton, 134. 

Hampton, 39. 

Hancock, Anthony, 20. 
John, 20. 

Hannah, 33-35. 

Hannah and Elizabeth, 13. 

Hanover, 87. 

Haverhill, 66-67, 83. 

Hawk, 40. 

Heath, 118. 

Henry,. Thomas, 85. 

Hibbins, William, 5. 

Hiberney, William, 2. 
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Higgins, 1, 

Hingham, 87. 

Holland, 121. 

Holliston, 104, 142. 

Homes, William, 85,.88, 89. 
Hopkinton, 105. 

Hope, 35. 

Hath *T33. 


Immigration, 1-3, 6-27, 29-44, 54, 55, 
63-92, 99-122, 138. 

Ipswich, 68-71, 83, 134. 

Treland, 1-3, 5-9, 11-20, 22-42, 54, 
55, 64, 66, 68, 70, 76, 78, 79, 84, 
86, 88, 91, 101-122, 130-136, 138, 
139. ; 

Trish Charitable Society, 26. 

“Trish Meeting-House,” 42. 

Irish, number of, 139; See Tables. 


Jabm and Jaz, 35. 
James, 54. 

Jane, 33. 

Jannet, 35. 


Katherine, 131-136. 
Kelly, Duncan, 86. 

John, 76. 
Kingston, 87, 88, 92. 
Kingston, 33. 
Kittery, 133, 134. 
Kiitey, 35. 


Lancaster, 105. 

Lawrence, 34, 35. 

Leicester, 6. 

Lexington, 105. 

Lincoln, 105, 114. 

Lodge, 81. 

Lunenburg, 105. 

Lyiond ohn, 1, 3° Sarah, 1. 
Lynn, wl, 72, 83. 


Maccarty, Eliza, 21; Florence, 1], 
15-17, 79. 
Thaddeus, 15, 27, 115, 138. 
William, 75, 76. 
MacGregor, James, 22. 
Malden, 105, 134. 
Manchester, 72, 83, 133. 
Marblehead, 72, 73, 83, 133. 


——_ —— <1. 


Af ,sonsofl “8 te 


We 


OR 488 28 at Lniesaibel 
20 1 aroaitolgodt 


BR be pe-OS on t-t nolisrgintent 
t Ssi-be RS) 
lt ig 
he SPS ge aes 


BB OR BT OS OT Ad ie ahs 
Bei ets am “SSt- Ho Te 28 , 
wet 
OS usa: we ddetimd) deink 
Sh “aantotl-guitestt deh" 
eoldeT 98% :0L1 to tedinutt dent 


RE asl bi adel 
he 2omil, 

ft wal 

BE yet’ 


DES -18) anbedlinA 
08 awa pgigzt 


SO 88 38 notegner 
LE welrQurd 

SEE BEY wroitial 
at ‘ ATA 


INDEX 


Marcy, John, 15. 

Margaret, 36. 

Marshheld, 135. 

Martha’s Vineyard, 88, 89. 

Mary and John, 5. 

Maryland, 14, 33, 34, 39. 

Mayflower, 1. 

McGee, 17. 

McIntire, Neil, 26. 

McKinstry, Captain John, 22, 26. 

McLean, Hugh, 29. 

Medfield, 105, 114, 134. 

Medford, 105, 106, 114. 

Medway, 106. 

Mendon, 106, 114. 

Method of determining Irish iden- 
tity, 54.55, 122, 127. 

Methuen, 73, 74, 83. 

Middleboro, 135, 

Middlefield, 118. 

Middleton, 74. 

Milford, 106. 

Military, 23, 27-29, 42, 43, 53, 54, 66, 
Mee Fe, 10S, t10, Lil 117 120, 
121, 127-136, 138, 139. 

Milton, 23, 106, 133. 

Molley, 34. 

Morrison, 10, 11. 

Muddy River, 134. 

Mullagin, 11. 

Murphy, William, 11. 


Nancy, 32, 34. 

Nantasket, 1. 

Nantucket, 89, 92. 
Negro, female, 111, 112; male, 31, 81. 
Newbury, 74-76, 79, 83, 134. 
Newburyport, 76, 77, 83. 
Newfoundland, 32-39, 54. 
Newton, 106, 114, 115. 

New Braintree, 106. 

New Hampshire, 113. 

New Ireland, 17-20. 

News York, 14, 29,33, 120, .12i 
New Salem, 118, 121. 

North Brookfield, 106. 

North Carolina, 32-34. 
Northampton, 106, 118, 119. 
Norton, 89, 92. 

Nottingham, 113. 

Nova Scotia, 32-40, 84. 

Novia Scotia Packet, 37-39. 
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Numerical growth of Irish, 8, 10, 
33-42, 44-54, 78-81, 83, 92, 114, 
115,121 122,138, 139. 


Orth, 54. 
Osborn, Samuel, 86. 
Oxford, 106, 107. 


Palfrey, 81, 130. 

Palmer, 119, 121. 

Patience, 30, 31. 

Peggy, 32. 

Peggy and Hannah, 35. 

Pelham, 119-121. 

Pembroke, 89, 92. 

Pennsylvania, 33, 34, 40, 77. 

Philson, 54. 

Plymouth, 1-3, 90, 131-136, 

Plympton, 90, 92. 

Polley, 33, 34. 

Polly, 40. 

Poppett, 38. 

Portsmouth, 133. 

Poverty, 8, 21, 26, 64, 82, 117, 130- 
136. 

Providence, 33. 

Provincetown, 90. 


Rainbow, 35. 

Rehoboth, 90, 130, 135. 

Reiley, Henry, 77. 

Religion, 1-4, 12, 16, 18-20, 22, 26, 
206 AZ; 053; 77%; 79% 88, 89, 138, 
139, 

Riley, 11; John, 120. 

Rochester, 90, 92. 

Rose, 16. 

Rowley, 77, 83, 133. 

Roxbury, 15, 107, 108, 114, 133. 

Rutland, 108, 114. 

Ryan, Daniel, 111. 


Salem, 77-81, 83, 133. 

Salisbury, 81, 83. 

Salley, 34, 35. 

Sally, 39. 

San Domingo, 34. 

Sandwich, 90. 

Scituate, 90-92, 135. 

Scotland, 32, 39, 40, 77, 109. 

Sebella, 35. 

Servants, 2, 8, 11, 16, 35, 36, 38, 39, 
42, 53, 64, 65, 68-70, 84, 138. 
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Sharlot, Henry, 13, 14. 
Sheehan, Bryan, 81. 
Shirley, 108, 114. 
Shrewsbury, 108, 114. 
Smith, Jeremiah, 23. 

Snow, 70. 

Southbridge, 108. 

South Carolina, 22, 34. 
Speedwell, 39. 

Spencer, 109, 114. 
Springfield, 120. 

Squid, 37, 39. 

Sterling Castle, 35. 
Stoneham, 109, 114. 

Stow, 106, 109, 114. 
Streeter, 80. 

Sturbridge, 108, 109, 114. 
Success, 37. 
Sudbury, 109, 110, 114, 115, 133. 
Susanna, 34. 

Sutton, 22, 110. 

Swallow, 31, 33, 36, 38, 39, 64. 
Swamsey, 135. 

Swift, Jonathan, 3. 


Tables, statistical, 40-42, 50-54, 83, 
92, 114, 115, £21, 122, 129, 133- 
136. 

Taunton, 91, 92, 135. 

Tewksbury, 110, 111, 114. 

Three Friends, 34. 

Tisbury, 91, 92. 

Topsfield, 81, 83. 

Two Brothers, 32. 

Two Sisters, 32. 


Tyringham, 120. 
Uxbridge, 111, 114. 


Valentine, Elizabeth, 86. 
John, 86; Samuel, 86. 
Thomas, 86. 

Verd d Grace, 29. 

Virginia, 1. 


Walpole, 111, 114. 
Walter, Nehemiah, 12. 
Thomas, 12. 

Waltham, 111, 114. 

Warren, 112, 114. 

Watertown, 112, 133. 

Wayland, 145. , 

Wealth, 3-7, 9, 11, 12, 15-17, 20, 21, 
23, 29, 42, 43, 53, 54, 68, 75-79, 
82, 86-88, 91, 92, 101-104, 107, 
MBATZ0t 

Welch, Philip, 68, 69, 82. 

Wenham, 82, 83, 134. 

West Bridgewater, 91. 

Westford, 113, 114. 

Weymouth, 91, 133. 

William, 36. 

William and Susan, 11. 

Williamstown, 120. 

Willmott, 37. 

Woburn, 101, 114. 

Woodward, Ralph, 87. 

Worcester, 22, 115. 


Yarmouth, 92, 130, 135. 
Yarmouth, 32. 
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VITA AUCTORIS 


BIRTH AND PARENTAGE 


The author was born on December 1, 1901, in Rockland, Massa- 
chusetts, the son of John J. and Catherine A. (Smith) Donovan. 


EDUCATION 


He was educated in the public elementary schools, the Goddard 
Junior High School and the Brockton Senior High School, Brock- 
ton, Massachusetts, graduating from the last named school in June, 
1921. In June,1925, he received the A.B. from Boston College and 
in June, 1927, the A.M. from the same institution. In 1925-1926 
the author took courses in Americanization at Boston University 
and in the University Extension of the State of Massachusetts. 
After one year (1925-1926) and three summers (1925, 1926, 1928) 
of graduate work in history at Harvard University he was awarded 
an A.M. in February, 1929. Since that time he has taken modern 
language courses in the Kansas City (Missouri) Junior College 
Evening School (1928-1929), and in the summer session (1929) 
of the Kansas City (Missouri) Teachers’ College, and has been a 
teaching fellow in history in St. Louis University. 


TEACHING EXPERIENCE 


The author taught (1925-1927) in the Theodore Lyman Eve- 
ning School in Boston, in 1926 in the Brockton Evening Schools 
and in the winter of 1926 in the Senior High School, Quincy, 
Massachusetts. The next two years, 1927-1929, he was an instruc- 
tor at Rockhurst College, Kansas City, Missouri. In 1929-31 he 
was a teaching fellow at St. Louis University, teaching in the 
three senior corporate colleges, Fontbonne, Maryville and Webster. 
In the summer of 1930 he was a member of the faculty of the 
Summer Session of Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The author has contributed during 1929-1931 to the Historical 
Bulletin and Mid-America. 
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